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ae Gefner, fon of John 
a) Conrad Gefner, and of Yther 
Hirtzel, was born at Zurich, in the 
year 1730. The family of the Gef- 
ners has been long celebrated in the 
republic of letters. The name of 
Conrad Gefner*, who taught philo- 
fophy and medicine at Zurich, in 
the fixteenth century, is well known 
to thofe who are in the leaft ac- 
guainted with natural hiftory. The 
Emperor Ferdinand gave him letters 
patent of nobility, and pofterity ho- 
nored him with the appellation of the 
German Pliny. The philofophical 
fociety of Zurich, eftablifhed fome 
yeasts ago, had a Gefner alfo for its 
prefident, who held the office of phy- 
fician to the city. His abilities and 
talents have been fpoken of in terms 
of the higheit refpe&, by the great 
Haller, and he was uncle to the poet 
Who is the fubjeét of the prefent me- 
moirs. 

Young Gefner, the nephew, though 
born to become a writer of diftin- 


guifhed rank, fhewed at firft very few 
figns of fuperior abilities ; his father 
entrufted the care of his education to 
Mr. Bodmer ; but his progrefs was 
fo flow, that his mafter, as is faid, 
fent him back fome time after, affur- 
ing Mr. Gefner, that all his fon’s 
learning would be confined to writ- 
ing, and to the four firft rules of 
arithmetic. ‘This account of his fon’s 
dulnefs did not difcourage Mr. 
Gefner, he placed himunder one of 
his relations, who was a clergyman 
in the neighbourhood of Zurich, and 
who was, perhaps, better acquainted 
with the art of difcovering the natu- 
ral inclinations of his pupils. This 
gentleman often carried young Gef- 
ner with him into the fields, where 
he made him obferve the beauties of 
nature; and finding that he took great 
pleafure in fuch leffons, and feemed 
to liften to them with peculiar atten- 
tion, he occafionally repeated fome 
of the moft itriking paffages of the 
ancient authors, who have written on 

thefe 


* He was born in 1516, and died of the plague in 1565, at the age of forty-nine. 
Theodore Zuinger, one of his fcholars, compoled the following epitaph, which he 


caufed to be engraved on his tomb-itone. 
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thefe fubjes, in the moft agreeable 
and pleafing manner. By this inge— 
nious artifice, the mind of young Gef- 
ner to open, and its powers to 
expand, and it is, perhaps, ‘owing to 
this circumftance, that he became fo 
fond of the language of Virgil and 
Theocritus. 


began 
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When he arrived at a proper age . 


to think of purfuing fome line of 
bufinefs, Mr. Gefner made choice of 
that of a book which was the 
profeffion of his father, and in fome 
meafure of his family. Of five houfes 


ot Boat 
feller, 


at Zurich in the printing and book- a kind of tremor towards his poc! 


felling bufinefs, two were occupied 
by Gefners; one belonged to two 
brothers of th at name, and the other, 


that in which our poet had afhare, was publifhed any 


known by the firm of Orel, Gefner, 
and company. It was known alfo by 
the extent of its correfpondence, and 
by the choice and elegance of the 
works which it gave to the public. 
Though Mr. ‘Gefner was a book- 
feller, he did not, however, damp 
his genius b oy fubmitting to the drud- 
gery of bufinefs. He indulged him- 
felf freely in purfuing his favorite 
object, and his partners never envied 
him that time which he devoted to 
meditation and to ftudy. In 1752, he 
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which Gleim and Lefling were mem- 
bers. Each of the authors who com- 
pofed it ufed to read in turn fome 
piece of their own Gompofition, and 
Mr. Gefner was very defirous of fub- 
mitting to thefe able critics a fmall 


work, which was his firft attempt ; 
but he was far from refembling thofe 
poets, whom Horace, and other fa. 


tyrifts have ridiculed, and who flun 
every one they meet by reciting their 
verfes before them.* As each of the 
members had done reading, Gefner 
was obferved to move his hand with 
ef, 
and to draw it back again without 
the mantfcript which he ought to 
have produced. Having not as yet 
thing, none of the 
company could guefs the caufe of 
motion which his modefty prevented 
him from explaining. 

he work which he had not the 
courage to fhew, was his {mall poem, 
entitled Night, which he publithed on 
his return to Zurich, in 175 3 It 
was confidered as an original, of hich 
no model is to be found among the 
moderns; but in the opinion of the 
author, it was only a piece of ima- 
ginary painting, or to ule an ex- 
prefiion of his own, in one of his 


made a tour through Germany, not letters toMr. Huber, who hastranflated 


fo much for the purpofe of extend- 
ing his commerce, as to fee and be 
acquainted with thofe 
have done honor to their country. 
The following circumftance, which 
occurred during this tour, d eferves to 
be mentioned, as it is ftrikingly cha- 
tatteriftic of that timidity which 


often accompanies true genius. When 
Mr. Gefner. w 
admitted 


he was 


of 


ae 


as at Berlin, 
into a literary fociety, 
Ingenio virens Naturam \ 
Natura victus conditur 
Plinius hic fitus eft Ger 
Gefneri toto nomen 







* Quem vero arripuit, 


authors who. 
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ténet occiditque legendo, 


his works, ** A caricature compofed 
** in the moments of folly or intoxi- 
** cation.”+ In this little poem he 
has introduced a fhort epifode on the 
origin of the glow worm, containing 
a poetical explanation of this natural 
phofphorus, which has all the beauty 
of Ovid’s Metamorphofes without 
their prolixity. The fuccefs of this 
effay, and the example of Wieland, 
whom Bodmer and Breitinger had in- 
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vited to Zurich, emboldened the too 
timid mufe of our young bookfeller, 
and he publifhed almoft. at the fame 
time a paftoral romance, called Daph- 
nis, in three cantos, and a continua- 
tion of the ftory of Inkleand Yarico. 
This affecting and melancholy tale, 
which is to be found in the firft vo- 
lume of the Spectator, is well known, 
and_ has afforded an opportunity to 
feveral poets for exercifing their ta- 
lents. Gellert has written a poetical 
verfion of it, which every German 
almoft knows by heart. Mr. de Ri- 
very and Mr. Sedaine have turned it 
into French; it is the fubject of the 
heroical epiftie of Zeila to Valcour, 
by Mr. Dyrat, and Mr. de Chamfort 
has founded upon it the plot of his 
comedy called the Yourg Indian. 
Bodmer too, the rival of Gellert, 
wrote apoem on the fame fubject, 
and in the conclufion traced out a 
plan for continuing this anecdote, 
which one cannot read. without be- 
ing affected, at feeing a young In- 
dian female fold, even by her lover, 
to the governor of Barbadoes ; in- 
— ce being thus facrificed to the 
mott brutal avarice, and villainy re- 
maining unpunifhed. ‘This idea of 
Mr. Bodmer, our author purfued, 
and in a fecond part, which is, how- 
ever, but a fiction, he pai ints the re- 
pentance of Inkle, and the happy de- 
liverance of his miltrefs. “ Jnipire 
«* me,” fays he, in the opening of 
the poem, ** O! mufe, while | fing 
** the fequel of Inkle and Yarico. 
*¢ Did not the reader fee this young 
“ female relieved from her difmal 
‘* condition, he would remain a prey 
“¢ to horror. His mind would be 
“ affected with the deepett grief, 
«* did he not at length find in Inkle 
*¢ fome marks of repentance,and fome 
*€ traces of humanity. Thefe traces 
** are never fo much effaced from 
** the heart of man, that he does not 
* experience a defire of returning to 
“* virtue, and feel that falutary fear, 





* Editor of the fournal Etrang i 
+ The tranflacor of Gefner’s wor! 
and Chotx de Poéfies Allemandes poy 
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«« which is the offspring of remorfe. 
«© The feeds of goodnels implanted 
«© in his breatt, will fometimes {pring 
“* up even an iat the noxious weeds 
‘© of his paffions.” If the defign of 
this wok did much honor to . Mr. 
Gefner’s fenfibility and benevolence, 

the manner in which he executed his 
tafk, did no lefs honor to his ta- 
lents. Whoever reads it will hardly 
fafpe&, that it was almoft the pro- 
du@ion of an hour, and in fome 
meafure the confequence of a wager. 
The highef praifes were heftow ed on 
it by the Abbé Arnaud* and Mr. 
Huber +; but notwithitanding this 

{t tribute paid to merit, Mr. Gefner, 
from a regard, no doubt, to his an- 
cient ate neverwould infert it in 
the collection of his works, though it 
was par ar his own produétion. 

With regard to his Daphzis, he 

publifhed it a year before, viz. in 
I 








755; butonly with the initials of 
his name. By two letters prefixed 





to this tale, it appears that love put 
the pen in the aad: of our poet san d 
infpired him to recates e with fo 
much livelinefs tha at beautiful imagery 
which is found d Gnerfed throughout 
it. The firit ewes is from his dear 
Phillis, in the poflefing of whom he 


was afterwards made happy. ‘* How 
** can you,” fays fhe, ‘* remain in 


«town on the commencement of 
‘« fpring ? Are you no longer defir- 

“ous of feeing the meads clothe 
«© themfelves with verdure, and the 
*© trees crown themielves with flow- 
ers? Come and join us in the coun- 
““ try; you vill there *hehold the 
“ {pring, you will there behold me. 
“* If you come not, I fhall be angry 
“with you.—I am almoft fo al- 
«© ready. Tam told that vou have 
‘© written a work, called Dapt — 
«* and yet, Mr. Myfterious, you! 

“6 — me to remain ignora tof 
«<< it, Youhave, however, feen teri 
«« your lait fong gave me much plea- 
« fure. I fing it ‘almoit continually. 











See the Fournal Etranger for Dacember 1761, 
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** Come Thurfday next without fail. 
«* I thall wait for you in the evening 
*‘ under the fpreading foliage; but 
** bring Daphnis with you, or re- 
** nounce my friendfhip for ever.” 
Gefner’s anfwer is equally fimple and 
tender.**Who, after fuch threats,would 
** dare to difobey ?—Behold Daph- 
** nis, and behold it printed. My an- 
** fwer to your epiftle is befides a 
** dedication. 'To whom fhould I 
** infcribe it, rather than to you, 
** fince your approbation I valueabove 
*© that of all others, and fince if love 
«« be reprefented in it after nature, it 
“« is entirely owing to you ? When 
** I thought of Phillis, I thought of 
«* you, aad I fancied myfelf to be 
«© Daphnis. What a happy idea for 
** my heart to write this little ro- 
** mance! Some female friendthen has 
** been blabbing. I begged her not 
** to tell you the fecret. j wifhed to 
** read the work to you, without 
«* Jetting you know that I was the 
«* author of it, till I had heard your 
** opinion, free from the prejudices 
“* of friendfhip, and by that what 
** fentence I might expec from the 
“* critics. 

*« After to-morrow what delight! 
** After to-morrow I fhall attend you 
«‘ under the fpreading foliage. I 
«* fhall behold the fpring, I fhall be- 
** hold you; but forget not that a 
** dedication is worth an hundred 
** kiffes.” ‘This was all the preface 
to the work; but Mr. Gefner was 
not under the neceflity of confoling 
himfelf for the negle¢t of the public, 
with the applaufes of her whom he 
loved. Daphnis had fearcely ap- 
peared, when a French tranflation of 
it was printed at Roftock, the author 
of which feems not to have confulted 
the rule of Horace, and to have un- 
dertaken a tafk fuited to his abilities. 
It is badly executed, but this lofs has 


“ 


a 





Gefner. 


been amply repaired by the fimple 
and elegant tranflation of Mr. Hu- 
ber, who in this, as well as in the 
reit with which he has favored the 
public, has fhared the glory of his 
author, as an able engraver fhares in 
the glory of the painter, whofe works 
he has copied in a mafterly manner. 

That the fcenery of a country has 
an influence upon the mind, and 
confequently upon its productions, is 
a truth, which will hardly be dif- 
puted ; and if this be admitted, it 
will no doubt be admitted alfo, 
that no country in Europe is better 
calculated than Swifferland, to enrich 
the imagination of the poet with ru- 
ral images. Where peace, innocence, 
and contentment reign, there may 
one realize the pleating fictions of 
the golden age, and trace out with 
facility and truth, the fimple man- 
ners of a paftoral life. The romantic 
fcenes which prefent themfelves un- 
der various forms from Zurich to 
Raperfchwil, had invited the Ger- 
man poets to the enchanting banks of 
the Sil and the Limmat, and it was 
there that our author ftudied the beau- 
ties of nature, and that rich imagery 
which he has fo happily expretiid in 
his writings. 

The fuccefs which had attended 
his Daphnis, induced Mr. Gefner to 
publith fome time after his Idylls, 
and fome other rural poems. In 
writing thefe, Theocritus, who it muft 
be allowed is the moftpleafing poet in this 
kind, * feems to have ferved him asa 
model. ** Thefe poems,” fays he in 
his preface, ‘* are the fruit of fome 
‘* of the happieft moments of my life. 
‘© What fituation, ‘indeed, can be 
** more agreeable than that of the 
** foul, when, free from the turbu- 
‘** lence of paffion, the imagination 
** conveys us from the midft of our 
“© own manners, and carries us back 


* The learned Huet, Bifhop of Avranches, had a particular attachment to this 
poet, ‘* The beauties of Theocritus,” fays he, ‘‘ had fo gratified my rural tafte, 
** that for feveral years in my younger days, I never let pafs the month of May, 
** which was my favorite month, and for which I would have given the other eleven, 
* without enlivening it by a freth reading of Theocritus. 
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** to the happy times of the golden 
“© age ? Whatever p: aints calm repofe 
« and undifturbed felicity, mutt pleafe 
‘© a virtuous mind, and the {cenes 
** which poetry borrows from pure 
** nature, charm us the more, as 
«© they oftenfeem to have a kind of re- 
*© femblance to thofe moments of our 
** lives, when we enjoyed the com- 
** pleteft happinefs. Sometimes I 
‘© fteal away Resi the hurry of the 
“« town, and feek relief in the foli- 
** tude of the country; where a view 
** of the beauties of the fields ha- 
** nifhes from my mind every care, 
“and effaces thofe difagreeable 
** impreflions, which I brought 
«along with me. Tranfported at 
** beholding fuch admirable fcenes, I 
** am_ happier than a fhepherd of the 
** golden age, and richer than a mo- 
«* narch. 

*¢ T have always confilered Theo- 
** critus asthe beft of models in this 
‘* kind of poetry. He has exprefied 
«* with the greateft truch, the fenti- 
** ments and artlefs manners of fhep- 
*‘ herds. He has perfettly repre- 
“© fented that rural and beautiful 
*€ fimplicity of nature with which he 
‘* was intimately acquainted. In his 
‘¢ Idylls we behold more lillies than 
** rofes. His painting is not the 
** work of an imagination which is 
** contented with throvwi ‘ing together 
«* the commonett objeéts, ‘and thofe 
*«* which attract the notice of the 
** moft carelefs obferver. It ap- 
** pears always a true copy of na- 
“‘ ture, the amiable fimplicity of 
** which it exhibits. To his fhep- 
“« herds he has given the higheft de- 
** gree of nuivite. They exprefs thofe 
“ fentiments which truth and their 
* honefty of heart places on their 
** lips, and the poetical ornaments 
“* of their language are all drawn 
“ from their occupations, or from 
** nature which has never been cor- 
** rupted by art. A great proof to 
** me that Theocritus is truly great 
** in this fpecies of writing is, that 
** he pleafes only a few. His poems 
will never fuit the talte of thofe 
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«© who cannot relifh even the moft 
‘** trifling beauties of nature; nor 
«* will they pleafe thofe whofe fenti- 
** ments are perverted, nor thofe who 
s* have no taite, but for the refine- 
** ments of falfe gallantry. Every 
* thing that is rural difgufts fuc h 
“* people. To pleaie them, fhe; 

** herds muft think as elegantly as 
ss poetical wits, and be al ble to dif- 
“* guife their real fentiments | by art. 
‘*¢ | do not know whether it be 
“* through difdain, that the greater 
“* part of the moderns have neglect- 
«* ed to ftudy nature thoroughly, and 
** to become familiar with the fenti- 
«* ments of innocence; or, if it be 
** through complaifance for our cor- 
** rupted manners, and with a view 
“© to acquire a more general appro- 
‘* bation, that they have deviated fo 
“© far from Theocritus. As for me, 
«« IT have formed my rules after this 
‘© model, and I fhall think that I 
** have been fuecefsful in my imitas 
«* tion if, like him, | difpleafe fuch 
*¢ charafters.” 

Though Mr. Gefner had to 
ftrugele againit an imperfeét educa- 
tion and natural indolence, the force 
of his genius was able to furmount 
both thefe obftacles. Paftoral poetry, 
which at this time was little known 
in Germany, tet by tranflations 
from foreign poets, began to find 

many partitans, and to be preferred 
toevery other kind. Defirous, there- 
fore, of tracing out a new path for 
himfelf, our poet thought that he 
could not do a more acceptable fer- 
vice to his countrymen, than to paint 
the felicity of innocence and rural 
life, and the tender emotions of love 
and gratitude. 

The only author worthy of notice 
who had preceded Mr, Gefner in 
this career, was Mr. Roft of Leip- 
fick, whofe paitoral poems appeared 
for the firft time in 1744. This 
writer polifhed the language of the 
German fhepherds; he had addrefs 
enough to unite fpirit and fimplicity 
ina kindof writing which appears 
infipid without the former, and 
which 
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which becomes unnatural and dif- 
guiting if itis too abundant. He 
ometimes throws a delicate veil over 
thofe images which are deficient in 
decency, bat it is to be regretted, 
that it is often too flight. 

Such was the antagonitt againit 
whom Gefner had to contend. Our 
poet, however, purfued a different 
courfe. Inftead of placing, like Roft, 
his fcenes in modern times, he goes 
back with Theocritus to the golden 
age, that happy age which we are 
fond of reviewing, when our paflions 
are calm, and when, freed from thofe 
anxious cares which hurry us beyond 
ourfelves, we contemplate midft tran- 
quillity, the beauties and fertility of 
the country. The characters of Gef- 
ner’s Idylis therefore, are taken from 
thofe focieties which exift no longer, 
but in the remembrance or rather the 
imagination. His fhepherds are fathers, 
children, and hufbands, who bluth 
not at thefe titles, fo dear to nature, 
and to whom generofity, beneficence 
and refpect for the Deity, are fenti- 
ments no lefs familiar than love. A- 
myntas, in the feventh Idyll, returns 
from the foreft loaded with wood, 
and perceiving in his way a young 
oak, trom the roots of which the earth 
had been wafhed by a torrent, he 
haftens to prevent its fall, by a 
Strong dyke which he raifesround it, 
with the very wood he has collected 
for his own ufe. The tutelar deity 
of the tree, afks him what recom- 
pence he requires for this fervice. 
The recovery of my neighbor Pale- 
mon, replies he. Nothing can be 
more fimple than this Idy ll: and yet 
what a leffon of morality and virtue 
it conveys! How much ought we to 

herifh benevolence, fince. the fate 
pe wild tree appears fo interefting ! 
"This is a remark of Profeffor Ram- 
ler, of Berlin, in his tranflation of 
the Abbé Batteux’s work on the Belles 
Lettres, a work which he has ren- 
dered proper for Germany, by addi- 
tions, and in which he has not neg- 
lected to make honorable mention of 
the Theocritus of his country. The 


celebrated Gellert quotes alfo, in his 
leflons, the Idylls of Gefner, as fo 
many models, and thofe who know 
the rivalfhip which fubfifts between 
Saxony and Swifferland, will be fen- 
fible-of the full force ‘of this eulo- 
ium. 

Though it-is not from authorities, 
but by what one feels, that we ought 
to judge of fuch works as thofe. of 
Mr.Gefner, yet the approbation of men 
of genius, tafte, and learning, will al- 

ways have a certain weight. When 

Mr. Huber had finifhed his tranfla- 
tion of Gefner’s Idylls, he tranfmit- 
ted a copy of them to Rouffeau, who 
was at that time in his retreat at 
Montmorenci, near Paris, dreadfully 
afflicted with the ftones The fol- 
lowing anfwer, which he returned 
upon that occafion, and which. was 
dated December 24th, 1761, does 
equal honor to our poet and to the 
author of Eloifa. ‘* I was in the 
“* moft dreadful pain of body,” fays 
he, “ when I received your Idylls. 
** After having read your letter, I 
** opened the book as it were me- 
** chanically, concluding 1 fhould 
* immediately fhut it again, but I 
“‘ did not fhut it till I had read it 
“* quite through, and J placed it by 
“« me, that I might read it again. 
“* This is the real truth. I perceive 
** that your friend Gefner is a man 
** according to my own heart, hence 
** we may judge of his tranflator, 
‘€ through whom only he is known 
“to me. Iam much obliged to you 
“« for having freed our language from 
** that foolith and ridiculous jargon 
*¢ which deprives images of truth, 
** and fentiment of lovelinefs. Thofe 

** who attempt to embellifh and 
** adorn nature, are people without 
** genius, and without tafte, and 
“‘ who have never been acquainted 
‘© with its beauties. For fix years 
«© paft Ihave, in my retreat, led a life 
** very much like that of Amyntas and 
“© Menalcas, except that [have done 
** no good, though my defire to do 
s¢ {o has been equal to theirs. And 
* Ican aflure you, that1 have lived 
s* more 
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*« more during thefe fix years, than 
** in all the reit of my life. At prefent 
«* you have infpired me with a defire 
“ of feeing another {pring, to wander 
*¢ with your fhepherds through new 
** paths, to fhare my folitude with 
«© them, and to behold with them 
** rural retreats, which are not in- 
“* ferior to thofe which you and Mr. 
**© Gefner have defcribed fo well.” 
Such was the juc fae which Rouf- 
feau formed of Cefaer’s Idylls, even 
from a tranflation. ‘The. teftimony 
of the elegant and ingenious Dr. 
Blair, of Edinburgh, is no lefs fa- 
vorable to our author. ‘* Of all the 
** moderns,” fays he, ‘* Mr. Gef- 
ner, a poet of Swifferland, has 
** been the moft fuccefsful in his paf- 
toral compofitions. He has in- 
** troduced into his Idylls, as he 
entitles them, many new ideas, 
His rural {cenery is often ftriking, 
and his defcriptions are lively. 
He prefents paftoral life to us with 
all the embellifhments of which it 
* is fufceptible ; but without any 
excefs of refinement. What forms 
the chief merit of this poet is, that 
he writes tothe heart; and has en- 
riched the fubjects of his Idylls 
with incidents which give rife to 
much tender fentiment. Scenes of 
domettic felicity are beautifully 
painted. ‘The mutual affection of 
hufbands and wives, parents and 
** children, brothers and fifters, as 
well as of lovers, is difplayed in 
a pleafing and touching manner. 
From not underftanding the lan- 
guage in which Mr. Gefner 
writes, 1 can be no judge of the 
poetry of his ftyle; but in the 
fubject and conduét of his pattor- 
als, he appears to me to have out- 
done all the moderns.’’* 

Whatever may be the merit of thefe 
Idylls, they did not, however, efcape 
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without fome criticifm. Mr. Sul- 
zer, Member of the Academy of 
Perlin, in his Diétionary of the Fine 
Arts, pays a juft tribute of applaufe 
to Mr. Gefner, whom he confiders as 
a model in paftoral poetry; but he 
wifhes, that inftead of the fabulous 
Arcadia of the ancients, he had cho- 
fen, as the fcene of his pieces, Chal- 
dea and Mefopotamia; and that in- 
ftead of introducing thofe ridiculous 
gods with which Greece was peopled, 
he had made his fhepherds follow 
natural religion, mixed with a little 
fuperttition, but a fuperftition fo 
flight and innocent, that it might 
have appeared not to deviate much 
from the primitive worfhip. This is 
the remark of a man of judgment and 
tafte, and it muft, indeed, be allow- 
ed, that mythology is not the part 
in which Mr. Geiner has been moft 
fuccefsful ; becaufe his genius was 
there obliged to fubmit to a belief 
in the vain reveries of antiquity. Other 
critics, no lefs refpeétable, among 
whom were the authors of a foreign 
journal, found fault with Mr. Gef- 
ner, for having carried too far thofe 
leffons of morality, which he puts in- 
to the mouths of his fhepherds 
while other judges of great abilities, 
Marmontel and Dorat, expreffed a de- 
fire that our poet, or his imitators, 
fhould pay a little more attentioa 
to the moral, and not enlarge fo 
much on the defcriptive. To recon- 
cile the opinions of critics is difficult, 
perhaps impoffible, let it therefore 
be fuficient to obferve, that Mr. 
Gefner’s Idylls were the principal and 
favorite object of his purfwit, and 
that part of his works which acquire 
- him the greateft reputation, efpe- 

ially among his countrymen, 

His Death of Abel, which is well 
known, was publifhed for ths frit 
time in 1758. It is written, like the 


* ‘ ; ’ 
In another place, where he obferves, that were more of the narrative and fenti- 
mental intermixed with the defcriptive, in this kind of poetry, it would become 


much more interefting gthan it nov 
at the bottom, “ 
** written before 
es 


6s 


any tranflation from the 
country with Gefner’s Idylls, in which 
smprovement of Pafloral Poetry, are fully realized. _ 


enerally is tothe bulk of readers, he adds,in a note 
The sedarestions™, ‘on the barrennefs of the common eclogues were 
os rman had made us acquainted in this 


the ideas that had occuracd to me for the 
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reft of his pieces, in poetical profe, 
and was fo much fought after, that 
it went through no lefs than three 
editions in the fpace of a year, 
without fpeaking of the fpurious 
ones which appeared in Holland, at 
Berlin, and in France. ‘The French 
edition was followed by feveral 
others. Mr. Bergeron made a tranf- 
lation of it into Latin verfe, which, 
though never published, was not def- 
titute of beauties; another came 
out in Italian*, another in the Dutch 
language, a fourth in the Danith, by 
Mifs Biehl, of Copenhagen, author 
of three volumes of theatrical pieces, 
and Jattly, two in Englifh. One of 
thefe was in profe, by Mrs. Collyer, 
whofe hufband tranflated with lefs 
fuccefs the Meffiah of Klopftock ; the 
other in verfe, which was printed in 
1764, was the production of Mr. 
Thomas Newcombe. 
Notwithitanding the great fuccefs 
which attended this work on its firft 
publication, it found many adverfa- 
ries in Germany. In1759, the Death 
of Abel was analyfed in a journalt, 
the principal objet of which was 
theology, and it was confidered almoft 
in the fame light as a book of con- 
troverfy. The cenfor at firft, af- 
fumed an air of pleafantry, and fup- 
pofing that Mr. Gefner intended to 
write an heroic poem, exprefied him- 
felf in the following words, ‘* We 
** have here a poem, not in verfe, a 
** German poem, printed in Ro- 
“* man charaéters, a narration taken 
‘ frorn the feriptures, without the 
‘truth of the fcriptures.” ‘This 
Jaft point was that on which the 
journalilt feemed to infift moft. Com- 
ing foon after to’ particulars, he 
reproached Mr. Gefner with having 
made aiigels the caufes of natural ef- 
feéis; with having given them ethe- 


real bodies ; with making the bad an- 
gels form a defign of withdrawing 
themfelves from the infpection of the 
good, and cencludes with finding, in 
ideas merely poetical, fomething of 
the herefy ofthe Valentiniansf{. Mr. 
Gefner, who was not ignorant that 
there were zealous divines alfo amon 
the Proteftants, had before-hand jul 
tified poetry on the liberty which it 
takes in treating of facred fub- 
jects. Confcious, therefore, of the 
purity of his intentions, he made 
no reply to the critic, who had the 
candor, however, not to accufe him 
wholly of impiety. 

In 1770, there appeared in Lon- 
don a work entituled, ‘* Thoughts 
upon fome pieces lately publithed, 
and particularly on the Death of 
Abel and the Meffiah.” Amongft 
the remarks contained in _ this 
volume, there is one which may 
appear rather fingular. The anony- 
mous author fays, ** that the Death 
«* of Abel, andthe Meffiah, may be 
** read alternately before and after 
** communion.” Mr. Gefner cer- 
tainly had no intention of compofing 
a work of that nature ; this obferva- 
tion, therefore, is a kind of fneer 
againft him, as well as Klopftock; 
but it is ftrange, that the author 
fhould have chofen for the objeét of 
fuch a reproach, a writer who was ac- 
cufed at Leipfick of having burlet- 
qued the feriptures, 

Among the pieces which Mr. Gef- 
ner publithed after the Death of Abel, 
was his Fir/t Nevigator, a poem, in 
three cantos, which many people in 
Germany confder as his matter- 
piece. He made an attempt alfo in 
the paftoral drama, but ic muft be 
confeffed, that in this he was not fo 
fuccefsful as in other kinds of rural 
poetry. He produced likewife in the 


* In 1776, A {ree tranflation of the Death of Abel, was publithed at Sienna, by 
Father Bartola, Member of the Academy of the Arcadians, Bay 
+ Ankang zu herrn Krafts theologifchen Biblioth, dritt. fluck, Leipfck. 1759. 8vo. 


Num. v. 


+ A fe& of the Gnofties, fo called from their leader Valentinus, They introduc 
ed into religion certain vain and ridiculous genealogics or emanations, called ons, 
from the Greek word gywy, an age. They fuppoted the Deity to be compofed of an 


afemblage of thefe. 





fam 


























fame flyle Evander and <Alcimne, in 
three acts, and Eraftus, a fmall piece 
of one act, which was reprefented 
with fome applaufe in feveral fo- 
cieties, both at Leipfick and Vienna. 
A later piece of Mr. Gefner, lefs 
known than the former, and which 
has not been inferted in the collec- 
tion of his works, is a Memoir writ- 
ten towards the year 1763, for the 
Helvetic Society, eftablifbed about 
that period, at a fmall place in the 
Canton of Berne, called Schinznach. 
The object of this inftitution was to 
prefent to the citizens of the Thir- 
teen Cantons a political and moral 
hiftory of their country, from the 
time of the confederation which 
deflroyed their chains. ‘To accom- 
plith this patriotic defign, it was ne- 
ceflary to have writers who were 
both men of learning and citizens, 
and Mr. Gefner was one of the firft 
who was judged worthy of thefe 
titles. ‘The foundation of this So- 
eiety was accompanied with a very 
melancholy circumftance forthe new 
Academicians. Mr. Balthafar, Mem- 
ber of the Council of Lucerne, who 
had ftarted the firft idea of it, and 
who in confequence of this had been 
named prefident, received the news 
of this tet in the evening, and 
died next morning. In that fmall 
{pace of time, however, this zealous 
citizen had compofed a fhort me- 
moir, which he entitled the Laf 
Wifbes of an Helvetian Patriot. "This 
Memoir was read in the Society af- 
fembled, as the latter will of a be- 
loved father is read before his fa- 
mily, and Mr. Gefner made an an- 
{wer to it, in which he announced 
that the wifhes of the Patriot would 
be accomplifhed, by the advantages 
which would refult from the new 
eftablifhment. ‘* The confederates,”’ 
fays he, * will no longer be ftrang- 
** ers one to the other; prejudice 
** and fufpicion will be banifhed ; no- 
** thing can hereafter make us forget 
* that we all fhare in a felicity, the 
“* duration of which depends up- 
** on our mutual friendfhip. The 
Vou, Il, 


s 








Life of Mr. Gefner. 249 


« ftronger and more extenfive this 
‘‘ fentiment becomes, the nearer 
«‘ will it bring to perfection our 
“* public and private kappinefs. We 
‘© fhall affift one another in diftrefs, 
** as virtuous brothers; every thing 
‘© ufeful and beautiful in the fociety 
“© of men will be diffufed, like the 
“* rays of the fummer’s fun, in blef- 
‘* fings over our valleys and moun- 
‘* tains.” Thofe who are fond of 
comparifon will fay, that this lait 
expreflion feems more fuited to an 
Idyll, thana Memoir ; but thofe who 
prefer fentiment to frigid criticifm, 
will obferve, that Mr. Gefner exhi- 
bits in all his writings the fenfibility 
of a man of genius. 

Having given an account of Mr. 
Gefner’s works as a poet, it is now 
time that we fhould confider him in 
another point of view. Though 
poetry was his darling purfuit, and 
though he enriched the literature of 
his country with works which will 
render his name immortal, he did 
not confine himfelf to one manner of 
imitating nature; he in turns took up 
the pencil and the pen, and his active 
genius equally direéted them both. 
In his infancy he had received a few 
leffons in drawing, and he had after- 
wards purfued this ftudy, but with- 
out any intention of becoming an 
artift. At the age of thirty, he 
felt that violent defire, which may 
be confidered as the voice of genius, 
and this was in fome meafure excit- 
ed by the fight of a beautiful collec- 
tion formed by Mr. Heidegger, 
whofe daughter he had married. To 
pleafe his father-in-law, he ftudied 
this treafure, compofed principally of 
the beft pieces of the Flemith School, 
and to this new tafte he had almoft 
facrificed every other. Mr. Gefner 
at firit ventured only to délineate 
fome decorations for the frontifpieces 
of curious books, printed in his office, 
but by little and little, he had the 
courage to make other attempts. In 
1765, he publithed ten landfcapes 
etched and engraved by himfelf, and 
dedicated tlem to his friend Mr. 
Li Watelet. 
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Watelet.* Mr. Gefner owed him 
this mark of refpeét for the care 


which he took to ornament with 
beautiful vignettes Mr. Huber’s 
tranflation of his Idylis. Twelve 


other pieces appeared in 1769, and 
after thefe attempts, Mr. Gefner ex- 
ecuted ornaments for many works 
which came from his preffes, among 
which were his own works, a Ger- 
man tranflation of Swift, and feveral 
others. 

Our poet foon acquired fo much 
reputation this way, that he was 
ranked among the beft artifts of Ger- 
many, and Mr. Fueflin, his country- 
man, who was himfelf.a painter, in 
the preface to the third volume of 
the new edition which he publifhed 
of his hiftorical effay on the painters, 
engravers, architects and fculptors 
who have done honor to Swifferland, 
gives a diftinguifhed place to Mr. 
Gefner, though then living. This 
article contains a critical examina- 
tion by an artift of the four beft de- 
figns of Mr. Gefner, and a letter 
which our poet wrote to his friend 
in the month of January 1770, re- 
fpeGting the manner in which he be- 
came a drawer and engraver, almoft 
without knowingit. In this letter, 
the principal object of which is land- 
fcape, Mr. Gefner’s favorite depart- 
ment, we find a particular account 
of the methods he purfued to arrive 
at excellence in an art which he 
began to ftudy at the age of thirty. 
** Fortune, you know,” fays he, 
never deftined me to be a painter. 
A natural inclination, however, 
which appeared in my_ early 
youth, by continual attempts, 
feemed to indicate that nature did 
not agree refpecting this object, 
with circumiftances of condition 
which do not depend upon her. 
I fketched out, therefore, in my 
infancy every thing that prefented 


* Receiver General of Finances, Member of the French Academy, and of the 
Academy of Berlin. 
tute of beauties, and he wrote the articics on Painting, Engraving, and Defign in 
the French Encyclopedia. 
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itfelf, without being able to com- 
prehend what thefe hints meant, 
and without much attention being 
beftowed to take advantage of 
them. [ made no progrefs, my 
ardor began to cool, and my beit 
years flipped away ; but the beau- 
ties of nature, and excellent imi- 
tations of that grand model, did 
not ceafe to make the livelieft im- 
prefliorsy on my mind. I aban- 
doned the pencil, afecret impulfe 
made me take up my pen, by 
means of which, as the exercifé 
of it prefented fewer obftacles, I 
imitated {cenes of rural fimplicity, 
pidturefque beauties, and in fhort, 


thofe charms of nature which 
touched me moft, 
* A choice collection, how- 


ever, which my father-in-law pof- 
feffed, awakened in wie a paffion 
for defign, and towards the thir- 
tieth year of my age, I endeavored 
to meritinthiskind of imitation the 
indulgence, and if I could the 
approbation of artifts and connoifs 
feurs. : 

‘** My inclination was direéted to- 
wards landfcape, I eagerly fought 
the means of gratifying my defire, 
and embarraffed in the route which 
1 had chofen, I faid, there is only 
one model, there is only one in- 
ftructor, and I began to defign 
after nature; but I difcovered that 
this great and fublime inftruétor 
does not explain herfelf clearly, 
but to thofe only who have learn- 
ed to underftand her. My exaét- 
nefs in copying led me aftray, [ 
lott myfelf in minutenefs, which 
deftroyed the effect of the whole, 
and J had not acquired that man- 
ner of imitating, which without 
being fervile or too much labour- 
ed, exprefles the real chara&ter_ of 
objects. My trees were fketched 


’ 


out with too much ftiffnefs, and 





He was the author of a poem on painting, which is not defti- 
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did 

















did net detach themfelves into 
maffles. The efieét of the whole 
was loft in labor without tafte, 

a word, my eye, too much fixed 
to one point, was not accuftomed 
to comprehend a large fpace. 1 
was unacquainted with that dexte- 
rity which adds or retrenches in 
thofe parts that art cannot reach. 
My firft progrefs therefore was, 
to perceive that I had made none. 
The fecond, to have recourfe to 
great mafters, and to the prin- 
ciples which they have eftablifhed 
by their precepts, and in their 
works, Is not this the natural 
progrefs of all the arts? ‘The firft 
who cultivated them, have fallen 
into that ftiff method, with which 
they have been teproac hed, by too 
great exactnefs in imitating nature, 


the beauties of which they felt, if 


we may fay fo, too much in de- 
tail. Indeed, thefe details are 
executed by our firft painters in as 
finifhed a manner in leffer objects 
as in the moft prominent. ‘Thofe 
who have followed them have re- 
marked thefe faults, and they have 
been fenfible, that a chara¢ieriitic 
imitation is more interefting than 
an imitation of the parts. The 
ideas of matfles, effets and difpo- 
fition have prefented themfelves ; 
thefe ideas have produced princi- 
ples, and great painters have di- 
rected their chief attention to ge- 
neral effect, as poets to a prevail- 
ing intereft. I began, therefore, 
to “fudy the great matters, to make 
a choice from among them, and 
endeavored above ail to attach my- 
felf only to their beft works; for 
I was fenfible, that what is mott 
hurtful in thejtudy of models is me- 
diocrity. Whatis bad ftrikes and 
difguits us; but what is neither 
good nor abfolutely bad deceives, 
by exhibiting a dangerous and {fe- 
ducing facility. For this reafon, 
engraving, which might greatly 


r 


contri ibute to the advanceme nt of 
the arts, did it attend more tothe 
choice of originals, and to the man- 
ner of faithfully copying them, may 


Life of Mr. Gefner. 





251 


ve hurtful by the great number of 
reine works which it multi- 
plies without end. How many 
produétions of this art have re- 
quired the labor of a year, which 
did not deferve the attention of a 
moment! But let a Raphael be 
copied by a fkilful graver, let a 
young artift avail himfelf of this 
affiftance, and he will foon be in- 
capable of enduring works deftitute 
of grandeur and e) apie on; and - 
will pe rceive to what ht the ex- 
cellence of the art aan rife. Th he 
means of knowing and avoiding 
mediocrity, is to meditate 
and imitate beautiful origi 
in want of thefe, the hett copies 
which have been taken of them; 
for it isthus, that one m 
beautiful prints. Make th: 
artift ftudy the heads of Rap! 
and he will look with difeuft up- 
on the wretched figures of indif- 
ferent painters. But if you nourifh 
him firft upon thefe infipid fub- 
ftances, will he not foon lofe that 
tafte which is neceflary to make 
him relifh the excellence of Apollo 
and Antinous ? 
‘© Tt was after fuch reflections that, 
guiding myfelf in the fieps’ of 

) 














matters, I ventured to create a 
method to myfelf. My firit pre- 
cept was, to pr ated from one 


principal part to others, without 
itopping and att empting to catch 
all at once the infinite details 
which I obferved in 
thefe means I accuitomed my fe if 
to difpofe trees in maffes. By choo!- 
ing Waterloo as my is, tl 


. 
each. - By 


model, the 
more I ftudied this artiit, the 
I found in his Jandfcapes_ the true 
charaéter of nature, and the more 
this difcovery ftruck me, 
pleafure I took in imitating him. 
It is to him, therefore, that Iam 
indebted for the facility of ‘0m 
fing my own ideas; but this I < 
quired by borrowing his 
Then to avoid 

1 


>more 


the more 


ftyle. 
what 1s called man- 
ner, I ventured to vary my ftu- 
dies, and to affociate with my firft 
matter other artifts, whofe tatte, 


]l-12 *¢ diffe. 
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different from his, had, however, 
like his, truth and nature for its 
object. 

“ Swanefeld and Berchem> in turn 
prefided over my labors; like the 
bee, I fought honey from various 
flowers. I confulted and'imitated, 
‘€ and returning to nature, wherever 
I found a tree, a trunk, or beauti- 
ful foliage, which attracted my 
attention, I made a fketch more 
or lefs finithed of it. By this me- 
thod of proceeding, I united the 
“© idea of charaéter to facility, and I 
“¢ formed a manner, which became 
*€ almoft my own. [It is true, that 
my former inclination carried me 
** back to my firft guide. I returned 
to Waterloo, when IJ witfhed to 
ftudy the difpofition of trees ; but 
Berchem and Salvator Rofa ob- 
tained the preference, when I was 
defirous of difpofing terraces, and 
of charatterifing rocks. Meyer, 
Ermels, and Hakert affifted me to 
diftinguifh what was really nature, 
and Lorrain inftruéted me to make 
a beautiful choice of fituation, and 
to preferve a proper conformity of 
ground. By ftudying him, I 
learned to imitate the verdure of 
the fields, the foftnefs of the dif- 
tant horizon, and thofe admirable 
degradations which are artfully 
concealed by. their fhades. Laftly, 
I had recourfe to Wouvermans for 
thofe foft and fweet diftant grounds 
which, enlivened by a moderate 
light, and clothed with the moft 
delicate verdure, have no fault 
but that of appearing fometimes too 
dark and obfcure. 

© Paffing thus from varied imita- 
tion to conftant obfervation, and 
returning afterwards to nature, I 
at length perceived, that my ef- 
forts adie lefs painful. ‘The 
mafles and principal forms dif- 
played themfelves better to my 


o 


” 
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eyes ; effets which I could not 
have before obferved ftruck me, I 
was able even with one touch, to 
reprefent what art cannot dwell 
upon without hurting itfelf: in 
fhort, my manner became expref- 
five.” 

Mr. Gefner was a man of genius, 


and confequently an enthufiaft in 
the arts. Accuftomed to know by daily 
experience, the intimate conneétion 
that fubfifts between painting and 
poetry, it will not appear at all fur- 
prifing, that he fhould ftrongly re- 
commend to young ftudents the read- 


ing of the beft poets. 


«« 


** What helps 
can be more ufeful to them,” fays 


he, ** to rectify their tafte, exalt 


g6 


their ideas, and fertilize the ima- 
gination? The poet and the pain- 
ter, rivals, yet friends, draw from 
the fame fource, borrow from na- 
ture,and communicate their riches 
to one another, both following 
analogous rules. Variety, with- 
out confufion, is the grand prin- 
ciple of all their compofitions. In 
fhort, the fame delicacy of touch 
and tafte ought to direct them in 
the choice of circumftances, of ima- 
ges, of the different parts, and of 
the whole. Did poets and artifts 
know how to unite a_ thorough 
knowledge of both thefe arts, the 
latter would be more happy in 
their choice, and the former would 
exhibit more truth in their paint- 
ing, and more of the picturefque 
in their expreffion, 

** The ancients, and above all the 
Greeks, whofe language is fo po- 
etical, and whofe painting is fo 
juft, were not acquainted with the 
facility of our modern poets, who, 
becaufe, they have thrown toge~ 
ther figures and images taken at 
random, dare appropriate to them- 
felves an expreflion of Corregio*, 
and cry out, We alfoare painters, 


* It jsfaid that this painter having been fhewn a piece of Raphael's, contemplat- 
ed it a long time in profound filence, and at length burit forth in the following excla- 


mation, Anch’jo fon pittore, ‘ I alfo ama painter.”? 


This artift having received about 


ten pounds in copper, was fo overjoyed at being able to relieve his family, that he 


hafYened home on foot, and the heat of the weather, added to the fatigue of his load, 
threw him into a fever, of which he died in 1534. 


* Let 









































** Let any one read what Mr. Webb 
** has written on the beautiful in paint- 
** ing; nothing proves more the 
** truth of what I advance, than the 
** manner in which he explains his 
“«* principles. He illuftrates them 
** almoft always by fome paflage 
** taken from the great poets of anti- 
“¢ quity, and fhews us that thefe fu- 
“* perior geniufes were acquaintedwith 
** the beautiful and the fublime of the 
‘© arts, very different, without doubt, 
** in that refpect, from thofe of our 
“* modern poets, who apply to Durer 
** in order to paint the Graces, or 
‘** to Rubens, to reprefent that ideal 
** beauty, which ought to charatter- 
** ife a goddefs, or the higheit de- 
** gree of perfection in the human 
“* figure. 

*« But to return to the arts of 
** which I treat, how much I pity 
*‘ that artift, whom the fublime 
** painting of Thomfon cannot in- 

foie In reading the defcriptions 
‘* of that great matter, one imagines 
«« that one fees the paintings of our 
** mott celebrated artifts: one might 
** transfer to the canvas, and realize 
** the various fcenes he has defcrib- 
** ed. Sometimes we behold in him, 
‘‘ the fimplicity of Berchem, of 
** Potter, or of Roos, fometimes 
** the grace and fweetnefs of Lor- 
** rain, often we difcover the noble 
** and grand chara¢ter of Pouflin, 
** and by oppolitions fo valuable for 
** effect, the melancholy and wild 
** tone of Salvator Rofa.’’ In the 
following paflage, the author feems 
to paint himfelf, though in an in- 
direct manner. ‘* What then mutt 
§* be the fate of thofe, who do not 
** join continual labor to habitual 
meditation ? Let the artift, who 
** defpifes or neglects thefe grand 
** means, renounce that reward which 
** is due only to ‘active and fenfible 
** minds. He will acquire no repu- 
** tation, if his tafte for the art docs 
not become a violent paflion, if the 
hours he employs in cultivating it 
** are not the moft pleafant of his 
life, if ftudy be not his real ex- 
f* aftence, and principal happinefs, if 
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*¢ the company of artifts is not that 
** which pleafes him moft, if even 
** in the night time, the ideas of his 
«* art do not employ his thoughts, 
«© when awake, and his dreams when 
‘* afleep, and if in the morning, he 
«© does not fly to work with a new 
‘* tranfport. Unfortunate muft he 
“* be above all, if he condefcends 
*€ to flatter the corrupted tatte of his 
“age, if he delights in applauded 
“© trifles, and if he dees not labor for 
‘* true glory, and for pofterity. Never 
© will it deign to make mention of 
«* him, never will his name be re- 
“« peated, and never will his works 
‘© warm the defires, or touch the 
*© fouls of thofe fortunate mortals, 
‘© who cherifh the arts, honor their 
“< favorites, and feek for their 
“© works.” Thefe are only a part 
of the obfervations contained in this 
curious and intereiting letter, from 
which the young artilt may no doubt 
receive great affiitance, and which 
even a mafter may read with advan- 
tage. Mr. Fueflin, to whom this 
letter was addrefied, thus concludes 
the kind of life which he has given 
of his friend Gefner. ‘ His natu- 
** ral facility is fo much the more 
‘¢ aftonifhing, as in his firft outfet, 
“* he had before him neither grand 
“ models, nor motives of emulation. 
«© Art, if we may fay fo, came to 
«© meet him, and, obedient to her in- 
“ vitations, Mr. Gefner fuffered 
“« himfelf to te guided : this is what 
‘© may be called real genius. Mr.Gef- 
“© ner improves his by inceffantfiudy, 
‘© and the united efforts of art and 
** nature have carried him to the 
** true point. He is not, however, 
“© intoxicated or fatisfied with this 
** high degree of glory: Gefner full 
** ftudies. He liftens to the advice 
** of all thofe who, poffefled of a 
** found judgment, {peak even with- 
“ out being artifts on art and its 
“ produétions. He difputeson them 
** with the liberty of genius,and his 
“* glory encreafes as much as that 
«* modefty which accompanies men 


‘“‘ of fuperior merit, even to the 


‘s tomb, One of the collections of 
“ antique 





254 


antique engraved ftones, belonging 
to Mr. Lippert of Drefden, has been 
lately bought by the city of Zu- 
rich, Since that time Mr. Gef- 
ner has gone and fpent whole 
evenings to make fketches from 
this valuable treafure of ancient art, 
with all the ardor of a young 
ftudent eagerly defirous of in- 
ftruction.” 

Were we to judge from Mr. Gef- 
ner’s enthbfiafm for his favorite 
purfuits, and from the time and at- 
tention which he beftowed upon 
them, we fhould be apt to conclude, 
that he found little leifure for dif- 
charging his duty as a citizen. The 
contrary, however, was the cafe, for 
he pafled almoft the half of his life 
in the firft employments of the ftate. 
In 1765 he was calied to the Grand 
Council, in 1767 to the lefler. In 
1768 he was appointed bailiff of 
Eilibach, that of the four guards in 
1776, and in 1781 fuperintendant 
of waters, which office, in 1787, was 
continued to him for fix years. In 
all thefe ftations Mr. Gefner dif- 
charged his duty with the moft 
fcrupulous fidelity, and died of a 
paralytica] diforder, lamented by his 
countrymen, and by thofe who had 
the pleafure of his acquaintance, on 
the 2d of March, 1788, at the age 
of fifty-fix. 

By his wife, who was a daughter 
of Mr. Heidegger, a counfellor of 
ftate, at Zurich, and whom he mar- 
vied in 1761, he had five children, 
three daughters and two fons. One 
daughter and two fons have furvived 
him. ‘The eldeft of his fons ftudied 
painting, and is now at Rome, in 
erder to form his tafte after the bett 
matiers of Italy. 

As a pattoral poet, Gefner un- 
doubtedly is entitled to a very dif- 
tinguifhed rank, and we may juftly 
fay, that if he has'been equalled by 
any, he has been excelled by none. 
It is commonly believed, that paftora] 
poetry is very limited and confined, 
but thofe who read the works of Gef- 
ner Will be convinced, that it is 

fufceptible of much variety, when 
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treated of by the hand ofa mafter.His 
paftoral romance of Daphnis is not 
inferior in natural fimplicity to the 
celebrated work of Longus; but it 
furpaffes it far in variety of images 
and incident. Eraftus and Evander 
are inftruétive and interefting poems, 
on account of the contraft between 
the world and nature which reigns 
throughout them, and his Firft Na- 
vigator unites the mildeft philofophy 
to all the fplendor and imagery of 
fairy-land. 

If we analyfe his dramatic poems, 
we fhall find in them interefting 
fictions, charaéters well delineated, 
and fituations replete with novelty. 
His language is that of the Graces, 
and the chatteft ears might liften to the 
love which he has created. If he 
has fometimes the humor of Sterne 
and Fontaine, it is without their li- 
centioufnefs. ‘The fevereft tafte can 
find in his writings no lacuna to 
fupply, no phrafe deferving repre- 
henfion, nor could a more ingenious 
choice of expreflions be fubitituted 
in the room of thofe which he has 
adopted. Gefner’s character as a 
man, appears to be no lefs amiable. 
In whatever point of view we con- 
fider him, acter as a hufband, a 
father, a friend, a magittrate, or a 
citizen, his virtues are equally con- 
fpicuous. He was naturally of a 
melancholy turn, but he was no ene- 
my to rational and well-timed mirth; 
and the mildnefs and affability of his 
temper rendered his company al- 
ways engaging, and endeared him to 
thofe who had the pleafure of his 
acquaintance. Poffeffed of that noble- 
nefs of fentiment, united with great 
modefty, which is the ufual attendant 
of true genius, he was fimple in his 
external appearance, as well as in 
his hemetaten. His language was 
lively and animated, but his referve 
before ftrangers refembled timidity, 
and it was only in the prefence of 
thofe with whom he was acquainted, 
that his real charaéter appeared in 
its full luftre. No one who was not 
intimate with him, could have dif- 


covered that he was a poet. “‘ I 
st have 


























*¢ have feen,” fays a certain writer, 
“the author of the Death of Abel, 
«‘ and the charming Idylls. The 
‘+ mannersof this amiable poet are free 
*¢ and unaftected, he is affable, ob- 
“* liging and remarkably modeft, and 
“* nothing in his air betrays the poet, 
*“ except his eye, which is full of 
“ fire, fentiment and expreffion.” 

Mr. Gefner’s reputation as a poet, 
and his virtuesas a man, were known 





Life of Mr. Gefner. 255 


even to the remoteft parts of Europe. 
The Emprefs of Ruffia Catharine II. 
prefented him with a gold medal as a 
mark of her efteem. Strangers of all 
nations gave him no lefs flattering 
teftimonies of their admiration, and 
travellers thought they had feen only 
the half of Swifferland, if they had 
not been in the company of Gefner, 
or procured fome of his landfcapes,* 


¢ 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on TASTE, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 


HE celebrated Sulzer fays, that 
‘* to form and reétify the 
tafte is an affair of great national 
importance.” In this he is undoubt- 
edly right ; and every perfon of found 
judgment mutt be convinced of the 
juftnefs of his obfervation, Do we 
not indeed obferve numbers of people 
of all ranks, who employ every care 
and attention to exhibit talte in every 
thing that furrounds them? It may 
therefore be of fome importance to 
fecond fo general an emulation, Thofe 
things, however, in which people 
affect moft to fhew that they pofiefs 
tafte are fo badly chofen, that few 
appear to have a clear idea of what 
Sulzer means; for were this not the 
cafe, we fhould not find that reading 
filly romances and infipid comedies, 
and giving into all the ridiculous ex- 
travagancies of fafhion, would be 
fufficient to make any one be confi- 
dered as a man of tafte. Such falfe 
ideas have a fenfible influence upon 
literature and_ the productions of the 
fine arts. It becomes then neceflary 
to deftroy thefe falfe ideas, by de- 
monttrating that all the grand effects 
attributed to tafte belong only to that 
which is founded upon truth and pro- 
priety. 
A found and juft judgment, capa- 


ble of comparing and weighing ob- 
jects and their properties ; a fine ge- 
nius, a lively imagination, and great 
fenfibility, fufceptible of fudden and 
delicate fenfations, are the effential 
qualities which muft be united, in 
order to forma man of tafte. Whilf 
talte never deviates from the invari- 
able rules of truth it will always be 
a fure guide towards the beautiful. 
Education, in this refpeét, has a won- 
derful influence, and perhaps many of 
thofe learned men, who are fo little 
efteemed in our day, would have been 
excellent writers, had they had the 
good fortune to live in the elegant 
ages of a Pericles or an Auguftus. | 
am, however, far from afferting, that 
there are men whofe tafte is abfolute- 
ly bad, as Gerrard advances in his 
Effay on Tafte ; they will at leaft have 
juft ideas of certain objects, and con- 
{equently be fometimes able to difco- 
ver what is really beautiful. A ftorm 
rifing majeftically flow above the ho- 
rizon prefents to the civilized fpec- 
tator, as well as to the favage, a {pec- 
tacle equally grand and fublime. 
Who can behold with indifference 
the admirable mixture of colors dif- 
played in that phenomenon of nature, 
the rainbow ? 

A yery firiking difference may, 


* The inhabitants of Zurich, much to their honor, haye formed a fub{cription for 
erecting a monument.to v ‘ypetuate the r¢ membance of this excellent poct and wor- 


thy member of fociety 


It wall be placed in one,of the moft beautiful fituations in 


the world, near the two rivers, the Sil and the Limmat, and is intended to terve 
as a pout of view to a public walk. 


how. 
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however, be remarked between the 
ideas which individuals, and even dif- 
ferent nations, form of beauty, as it 
relates to vifible objects, and princi- 
pally to the moft perfeét of all, man. 
An imagination more or lefs active, 
the affociation of foreign ideas, pre- 
jadices of education, and a Salehend 
other inexplicable caufes, have alfo a 
very fenfible influence in this refped, 
A New Zealander is tranfported at 
the fight of a tatooed vifage; an inha- 
bitant of New Holland thrufts the 
bone of a bird through the cartilages 
of his nofe, and this ornament, doubt- 
lefs, appears to him to be extremely 
beautiful. 

I fhall pafs over in filence all that 
is generally faid on regularity, exaét- 
nels of: proportions, and uniformity. 
I fhall only obferve, that the fame- 
nefs of the latter muft be interrupted 
every time the artift perceives that it 
is neceflary to roufe the attention. 
Immenfe plains, where a continual 
uniformity reigns, fatigue the eye of 
the traveller. Order ought to facili- 
tate the perception of the whole. 
Large groups, formed by ftriking ob- 
jeéts, do not leave the fpeétator Iei- 
fure to obferve the want of order, 
they pleafe and engage his attention 
by their majeftic grandeur. 

Noble fimplicity belongs to every 
thing which pleafes, by its effence; it 
will charm good tafte wherever it 
may be, It will pleafe equally in the 
rotunda and in the chara¢ter and con- 
duct of Abraham ; the voice of epic 
poetry will render it as interefting as 
the fhepherd’s pipe. A noble fimpli- 
city reigns throughout all the works 
of the Creator; a happy imitation 
of Nature is therefore the fureft road 
to immortality. When the artift dif- 
dains to take her for his guide, or 
when he has not been initiated into 
her myfteries, Gothic turrets, over- 
loaded with fantaftical ornaments, 
arife in the room of temples which 
difplay all the noble fimplicity of ar- 
chiteéture. The mufician, inftead of 
calling forth tears -by fimple and me- 
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lodious tones, wanders then in the 
intricacies of difficult and ftudied mo- 
dulations, in order to obtain the ap- 
plaufes of the multitude. 

Beauty, in the moft extenfive fenfe 
of the word, is afcribed to every 
thing which pleafes us, and tafte at- 
taches itfelf to every object which, 
by the great and the fublime, excites 
admiration ‘and aftonifhment. A ftorm 
at fea, the enormous rocks of ‘Terra 
del Fuego, piled one upon another 
with horrid and majeftic grandeur, 
and covered with fnow; a burning 
torrent of lava, which, with the noife 
of burfting thunder, throws itfelf into 
the fea, and makes it recede from ‘the 
fhores ; a pure fky, fuch as Brydone 
beheld in the night-time on the top 
of Mount Atna, while innumerablé 
orbs fparkled with delightful bright- 
nefs over his head, and an immenfe 
gulph bellowed below his feet, are 
grand fcenes of nature, which a man 
of tafte will always contemplate with 
extacy. 

The property of pleafing is not 
confined to phyfical beauty alone ; the 
imagination and the mind may create 
images which produce the fame effeét. 
The thought, that beyond the milky 
way there may be a thoufand others 
of the fame kind, muft excite the 
moft exalted ideas in the mind cf a 
man of tafte. Repeated meditation 
on the fublime, and a frequent con- 
templation of the beautiful and the 
agreeable, nourifhes and purifies the 
tafte, and brings it towards perfec. 
tion. The flights of a wild imagina- 
tion will aftonifh thofe who are not 
acquainted with the laws by which 
invention ought to be regulated and 
put in practice. The favage Ameri- 
can is tranfported with pleafure when 
he hears the found of his rude inftru- 
ment formed of a gourd; certainly he 
would not be fo had he been accuf- 
tomed to hear the ftrains of a Handel 
in his forefts. He who has become 
familiar with the fpirit of Terence, 
will turn with indignation from the 
difgufting farces which give fo wae 

¢- 
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ae ; ; = ta 
delight to the loweft of the vulgar.* him with fubjeéts for meditation. 


A pure tafte more and more awakens 
the ardent defire of attaining to the 
highett degree of beauty—fweet fore- 
taille of immortality! The fenfations 
oceafioned by the beaatiful become 
fo much the livelier as the belief of 
perfection is ftronger, and as the 
imagination is warmer, and fenfibility 
more exquifite. There are a thou- 
fand degrees of tafte, and it is ftill 
refpected whilft it adheres to truth. 
But happy is he who may be called a 
man of fuperior tafte! He hath reach- 
ed the fource of pure, innocent and 
fublime pleafure. All nature is obedi- 
ent to his power ; art lays before 
him her produétions, which, while 
they encreafe his pleafures, add to his 
knowledge ; his imagination is ¢cu- 
riched with a thoufand aerccable 
images, and black melancholy never 
embitters a fingle moment of his life. 
Tafte diffufes certain charms over all 
the actions of a man who really pof- 
feffes it. In his mouth common truths 
acquire more force; they make an 
impreffion with more facility, and 
carry readicr conviction along with 
them. The exquifite and delicaie 
ideas which he entertains of order 
and harmony, remove every thing 
that offend them, and he defpifes ex- 
aggeration, bombaft, childith con- 
ceits, vain fubtleties, falfe wit, and, 
in fhort, every thing that charaéter- 
izes bad tafte. Taite, by foftening 
his manners, renders his foul more 
fufcéptible of whatever is noble and 
good, It excites him to be more fa- 
wiliar with nature, to carry his re- 
fearches farther, to elevate his, fenti- 
ments, and to prepare himfelf for the 
converfation of fuperior beings. The 
beauties and treafures of nature every 
where open to his view, the delightful 
valleys of Greece, the burning de- 
farts of Peru, the heavens beftudded 
with ftars, and, in a word, the whole 
univerfe in all its grandeur prefent 


* Do we not fee fone pieces as badly 


The cafe is the fame with the pro- 
duétions of art. Mufick, Painting, 
Sculpture, Archite€ture, Poetry, Elo- 
quence, and the Theatre, when pro- 
perly regulated, fo'as to become a 
{chool of virtue and morality, furnifh 
innumerable fources of pleafure to the 
man of genuine tafte. 

Thefe obfervations are, doubtlefs, 
fufficient to convince one of the ne- 
ceflity of forming and purifying the 
tafte, and to point out the advantages 
that muft thence refult to fociety. 
Some gloomy cenfors, who would 
condemn man to vegetate on the earth, 
pretend to deny the influence of tafle 
on the manners ; they even afiert that 
it becomes hurtful to virtue. It mutt, 
indeed, be allowed, that men of fine 
tafte have often abandoned themfelves 
to vice; but thefe monfters are ex- 
ceptions from the general rule, and 
the teftimony and example of the 
greateft men of antiquity, as well as 
of modern times, are fufficient to 
prove the contrary. Who can read 
the At-frah of Klopftock, and the im- 
mortal work of Sulzer, without be- 
ing convinced that tafe naturally in- 
cites to virtue. QO! inftructors of 
youth, never forget that virtue is the 
only and fureft means of forming the 
hearts of your pupils, and that by 
rectifving their tafte your fuccefs will 
be more fpeedy. Experience will 
convince you that young minds, in 
which a fenfe of phyfical beauty is 
brought to perfection, will be more 
fenfible alfo of moral beauty. Rea- 
fon, tafte, and what Hutchefon and 
Shaftefbury call the moral fenfe, are, 
according to Sulzer, the fame facul- 
ty, only modified by different objects. 
It has not been indeed demonttrated, 
that the moral fenfe is innate, but all 
the faculties of the foul being inti- 
mately connected, we may conclude 

that they muft be reciprocally infla- 
enced by one another. Who will 


writttn as indecent, exhibited upon the 


two firft theatres of Europe, abd which the public, Gratis anhelans, multa agendo nihil 
4zens, run in crowas to fee: fo truc is Ovid’s obfervation, Parva leves capiunt animos. 
50 that upon this occafion we may well cry out, O! Athenians, Athenians ! 


Vou, di, 


deny, 
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deny, that the magic of mufic and 
poetry open the innocent heart to 
fiiendfhip, to pity, and, in a word, 
to every foft and tender paflion? But 
let us never forget, that as the fine 
arts have often been abufed, the man 
of tafle is obliged to choofe their pro- 
ductions with difcernment. Poets 
and painters, hurried away by a loofe 
imagination, have often proftituted 
their talents on the moft infamous 
fubjects ; the man of real tafte, how- 


MEMOIR on tue MIGRAT 
HERRING FISHERY on 
NOEL 


BY MR. 


f 

ye SHOUGH it may be difficult 

& in general to determine with 
precifion what part of the fro- 
ven fea gives birth to thofe innume- 
rable fhoals of herrings which every 
vear vifit our coafts, we may ven- 
ture to fay, that they are produced in 
the polar regions, beyond the arctic 
circle, and that their native banks 
are fituated between the 79th and 
Sth degrees of northern latitude. 

‘The herring is too well known to 
require a particular defcription. It 
is diitinguifhed into feveral fpecies, 


er 
iy 


which are perhaps only varieties of 


the primitive. I have feen fome, 
brought from the coafts of Finland, 
which were no Iefs than fifteen or 
fixteen inches in length. Ours is the 
niddle fpecies, but it is different 
frora the Halec of the ancients ; the 
herring was not known either by the 
Greeks or the Romans. Thofe who 
are dcfirous of being fatisfied on this 
fubject, may confult Rondolet and 
Voflius.* As this fith is remarkably 
delicate, it cannot furvive the flight- 
elt violence ; it dies almoft as foon as 
it is taken from the water, even when 
it appears to. have received no kind 


* Rordoletius de Pifcibus marinis, lib. 


th iv. char P 
lib. iv. chap. 2 


Ray Synopfis Pifcium, p. 103. ; 
Account of the prefent Mate of the Hebrides, &c. by J. Anderfon, L.L.D. 


The Deicsiption aud Natural Hiltory of Greenland and Iceland, 


Hee abe 
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ever, will decry all thofe fubjects 
which, by offending againit modefty, 
corrupt the morals, and whatever 
their merit may be, he will confign 
them to eternal oblivion, while he 
laments that men of genius, formed 
to do honor to the fine arts, and to 
the age in which they live, have to 
little refpect for themfelves, as to 
feek the contemptible glory of merit- 
ing the fuffrages of the meaneft part 
of their nation. 


ION or HERRINGS, anv THe 


trHeE COASTS or FRANCE. 


DE LA MORINIERF, 


of injury ;+ and though thrown into 
its own element again, it never re- 
vives ;¢ hence is derived a very 
common proverb, as dead as.a her- 
TiNT. 

With regard to its food, the au- 
thors of the French Encyclopedia, 
and Mr. Valmont de Bomare, in his 
DiStionary of Natural Hiftory, affert, 
on the teftimony of Mr. Anderfon, 
the Englifh conful, that the herring 
lives upon fmall crabs, and the fpawn 
of other fifh. I have never ll An- 
derfon’s work,§ but I know it to be 
an indigetted mafs of vague traditions 
and contradiftory obfervations. The 
credulity of this author feems to have 
known no bounds, and having form- 
ed hisrelations, for the moft part, from 
the obfervations-of otters, re is fad 
from being exa@t in what he ha 
written. orrebow, a much better 
icthiologift, has corrected, perhaps 
with too much warmth, feveral of his 
miftakes, and fhewn that he is a writer 
whofe affertions are not to be depended 
upon. Dr. JamesAnderfon,whom I fhall 
have occafion to quote, having in the 
year 1784, furveyed the fifheries on 
the weftern coafts of Scotland, fays 


v. chap, 13, and Voffius de Idolatria, 


exprefs}y 























exprefsly, that no conjectures can be 
formed refpecting the food of the 
herring, which appears to nourifh 
itfelf with certain fluid fubftances, to 
be found in great plenty in the wa- 
ters of the fea, though their tenuity 
renders them imperceptible to the 
human eye; and adds, ‘* were not 
** thefe fubitances found every where, 
‘© as the herrings arrive in large and 
** fucceflive fhoals, the laft would 
** fuffer by a fcarcity of food, and 
** become lean; but the fifhers have 
** never obferved this to have been 
s* the cafe.” 

Towards the beginning of June, 
immenfe fhoals of thefe northern 
herrings appear in the neighbourhood 
of the Orkney ifles; and it is to thefe 
iiles that fix or feven hundred fifhing 
boats, Dutch, Danifh, Scotch, Swe- 
difh, and Englifh, repair every year 
to wait for them. During eight or 


-nine months of the year the nor- 


thern coafts of Ireland, Scotland, and 
Norway,; fwarm with fhoals of fta- 
tionary herrings,* which are pro- 
duced in the neighbouring feas, and 
which feem to be naturalized there ; 
thefe are of a fmaller fpecies, and as 
they are not fo numerous as the for- 
mer, a fingle herring would not, 
perhaps, enter the channel, did not 
fucceffive fhoals come from the nor- 
thern regions like large floating 
iflands, and pour themfelves upon 
our coafts, as an immenfe torrent. 
Mr. Anderfon, the conful, who 
faw almoft every thing in the manner 
in which he ought not to have feen 
it, affigns to thefe herrings a parti- 
cular difcipline. He gives them fore- 
fight, difcernment, and aitonifhing 
fagacity, and honors them with qua- 
lities which he ought to have referved 
for himfelf. As fome herrings, or 
other fifh refembling them, are found 
of the length of two feet, he con- 
verts thefe into kings; and adds, that 
when the fifhermen happen to catch 
any of them alive, they are very 
careful to throw them back into the 
fea, perfuaded that it would be der- 


* Knox's Tour te the Hebrides in 1786, 
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ring treafon to deftroy a fith fo ufeful. 
Dr. James Anderton, however, who 
made the exacteft enquiry refpeciing 
this pretended hig of the herrings, 
fays, that there is not a fingle failor 
who believes fuch childith conceits. 
It may happen that a few herrings 
of a larger fpecies, or fome other 
fith refembling them, may be hurried 
along by thefe northern theals ; it is 
thus, fays the immortal Buffon, that 
a pretended king, Ortygometra, has 
been given to the quails, becaufe the 
land ray] fometimes accompanies them 
in their migrations. 

The herring fihery near the Ork- 
ney Tiles does not begin till the night 
of the 2sth of june, becaufe before 
that time the fifh, wore out by the 
fatigue of their journey, or perhaps, 
not having acquired the necefiary de- 
gree of perfection, could not he ex- 
ported without danger of their being 
{fpoiled. In Holland and Hamburgh, 
the owners of the buffes even take the 
precaution to make the mafters of them 
fwear, that they will not throw their 
nets into the fea before Midfummer. 
As this foreign filhery does not be- 
long to my fubject I fhall content my- 
felf with obferving, that lam greatly 
aftonithed to fee that the Fnglith, fo 
remarkable for their induttry, fhould 
have fo long neglected it. Lately 
indeed, it feems to have engaged the 
attention of the miniftry, and the pre- 
fumptive heir to the crown has fet 
a good example by fobferibing a con- 
fiderable fum towards encouraging it. 
The old fithing places have been dif- 
covered, but time alone will thew whe- 
ther the eforts of our neighbours will 
be attended with the hoped for fuc- 
cefs, 

By the time the fhoal or hank of 
herrings has reached Shetland, it is 
divided into feveral large bodies, 
fome of which take their direétion to- 
wards Newfoundland and Labrador 
on the weft, while others purfue a 
north-eaft courfe, towards Norway 
and Jutland, from which they dif- 
perfe theinfelves into the Baltic and 
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the Gulf of Bothnia ; but the principal 
fheal, after having traverfed the Ar- 
chipelago of the Orkneys, colleéts all 
its parts, and approaches the northern 
art of Scotland, where it divides 
itfelf into two new fhoals, the firit 
of which coafts along the eaftern 
part, without however fettling there 
altogether, and the other turns round 
by Cape Wrath towards the weftern 
part as far as the Mull of Cantyre. 
As the French are: not interefted 
in the latter, and as it is the former 
alone which furnifhes the Channel 
with herrings, I fhall confine my ob- 
fervations to it. After having tra- 
verfed all the bays of the eailern part 


of Scotland, during the months of 


July and Avguft, it at length advances 
infenfibly towards us, followed by dif- 
ferent {mall fhoals of porpoifes, fea- 
dogs, &c. About the commence- 
ment of the latter month, the fifher- 
men begin to catch fome of them on 
the coafts of Northumberland and 
Yorkfhire ; towards the end of it the 
fhoal has reached Scarborough, and 
numerous bodies of them fwarm a- 
round the Dogger Bank, near which 
the Englith have lately eftablithed 
fome fifheries. - 

In the month of September, boats 
of different fizes are equipped in the 
French ports in the Channel, to go 
and meet thefe fifh. Dieppe is that 
in Normandy wiich furnithes the 
greateft number, though they amount 
only totwenty or thirty. This fifh- 
ing is called aller a Germudes, for it is 
thus that the Norman failors pro- 
nounce the word Yarmouth, off 
which the people of Dieppe wait for 
the arrival of the herrings. Itis cail- 
ed alfothe /alt fifkery, becaufe the 
fifh are falted and packed into barrels 
upon the fpot. 

The month of Oétober opens a new 
fource of riches to our labor and in- 
duftry. On the approach of thefe 
dittant vifitors, which advance from 
the northern feas to fupply our wants, 
and afford us at afimall expence whole- 


* Buffon’s Natural Hiftory of Birds, vol. 
+ Name given to the thoal of hermugs in the Channel, 
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fome and nourifhing food, aCtiyity 
revives in our ports, and boats and 
barks of all fizes are fitted out with 
the utmoft expedition, to colle¢t this 
valuable prefent of nature. Dunkirk, 
Boulogne, Calais, Dieppe, Saint- 
Valery, Fefcamp, and Yport, &c. 
abound then with fifhers, all ready to 
fhare in the booty. ‘The herrings fo 
long expected, in the mean time pafs 
the mouth of the Thames, and appear 
off Dover, while other fhoals of them 
traverfe the feas of Norway, Sweden, 

Yenmark, Holitein, and Friefland, 
where they feem to unite themfelves 
with thofe of the Englith coatts, and 
about the end of Oétober they clear 
the flraits of Dover, fooner or later, 
according to the direction of the 
wind. 

When they appear divided into nu- 
merous fhoals on the fhores of the 
Channel, the fifhers of Dunkirk, Ca- 
lais, Boulogne, and Dieppe immedi- 
ately put to fea in order to commence 
fifhing. It is not true, as the authors 
of the Encyclopedia fay, that the her- 
rings go always in one large fhoal, and 
that nothing is more wonderful than 
the attention of the foremott, to re- 
gulate their motions by thofe of their 
kings or guides. ‘This would be 
granting thefe fifh a fagacity and 
forefight which philofophers, to ufe 
the words of the Pliny of France*, 
affign with too much liberality to 
terreftrial animals. ‘Though I was born 
on the borders of the Channel, I never 
heard any obfervation of this kind, 
and fome fifhermen whom I have had 
occafion to confult lately, aflured me 
that herrings generally go in fmall 
fhoals, which for the mott part fol- 
low one another ; that there was in- 
deed, what they called the bomillont ; 
but they did not always meet with it, 
and that it was even dangerous to 
appreach it, as there had been in- 
ftances of boats being fo entangled 
among the herrings, that no other re- 
fource was left the fifhermen but to 
cut their nets, to prevent their boats 
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from being overfet and funk. ‘Thefe 
fith, therefore, do not go in one body ; 
befides the fhoal already mentioned, 
there are fwarms of them every where 
around, for how could they be caught 
at the fame time, on the fhores of 
Calais, Dieppe, Fefcamp, and along 
the Englifh coatts, unlefs the fhoal co- 
vered the whole furface of the Chan- 
nel? 

The Dutch catch herrings by ex- 
tending their nets fom one bark to 
another. Our fifhers, on the contrary, 
Jet their nets drop into the fea while 
their boats are running on the fame 
point of the compafs, or while they 
are driving along with the tide. One 
boat is fufficient to fifh in this manner 
by itfelf. Thefe nets are generally 
made of good hemp which has been 
fteeped in a tan pit; their mefhes are 
an inch fquare*, and they are made in 
fuch a manner that the herrings can 
put their heads and their ear-fins 
through them. ‘They are from fif- 
teen to twenty feet in breadth, but 
their length is undetermined. From 
eighty to an hundred of thefe nets are 
meceflary to equip one bark. 

As thefe nets are furnifhed with 
piec2s of cork on one fide, when the 
fifhers let them drop into the fea, this 
part floats on the furface, whilit the 
other is carried to the bottom by its 
own weight ; fo that they form for 
every bark a line of nets, which ex- 
tends often to the diftance of half a 
league. ‘The fith which fwim at the 
furface of the water being attracted 
by the light of two lanterns, which 
are placed one at each end of the 
bark, they approach the mefhes of 
the nets, which they do not obferve, 
thruft their heads through, in order 
to force a pailage, and on finding a 
refiftance, endeavor to draw them 
back; but the two ear-fins fuddenly 
flop them, and hold them fait. This 
is the manner in which herrings are 
caught. 
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If the fith fwim at a greater depth, 
which, according to an obfervation 
made by Dr. Anderfon in Scotland, 
depends neither on the feafon nor on 
any change of weather, the Norman 
fihers fink their nets by means of 
feveral ropes and pieces of wood, call- 
ed martingales, and keep them fuf- 
pended in the water by {mall barrels 
hermetically fealed. ' 

Thefe nets are generally let down 
in the evening and drawn up in the 
morning. ‘Torender the fifhing fuc- 
cefsful, feveral circumftances muft 
concur; a cloudy night, a {mall motion 
in the fea, anda fouth ora fouth-weft 
wind. If the weather is clear, the 
herrings feem to fport in the water, 
and to take pleafure in rifing to its 
furface. ‘They raife their heads above 
it, then fuddenly plunge down again, 
and this motion occafions a imall 
noife like that of rain falling in large 
drops. “The inhabitants of the Eng- 
lith coafts call this she play of the her- 
rings, Whenever it happens, it isa 
bad omen for the night following. 

The fifhermen raife their nets in 
the morning by drawing towards 
them the lower border, making it 
defcribe a curved line with that 
which floats on the water. All the 
fifth which are found {ticking in the 
methes are fhaken out upon the deck ; 
but if the draught has been abundant, 
they are thrown into the hold. When 
the fifhermen think it is advantageous 
for them to keep at fea, they only 
approach the ports, without going in, 
and barks very like the Dutch cha/- 

feurs,+ go out to receive their fith, 
and to convey them on fhore. ‘The 
fifhers often alfo leave their nets at 
fea, after having made them faft toa 
Jarge buoy of cork, and return into 
port. This manoeuvre is often prac- 
tifed when there is any appearance 
of bad weather at fea, or when we are 
at war with England, as was the cafe 
a few years ago, when our fifhers 


* According to the terms of the Ordonance de la Marine of 1681. tit. v. art. i. 
+ A kind of faft filing velfels which convey to Holland the firit herrings caught 
near the Orkney ifles. 
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were often interrupted by petty pri- 
vateers from the iflands of Jerfey 
and Guernfey. 

Befides too clear nights, a calm 
fea, and north winds, there are other 
circumftances which hurt the herring 
fithery. Different kinds of fea dogs, 
porpoites, &c. which accompany thefe 

oals, purfue them even into the 
nets, which they cut and deitroy very 
much. ‘Thefe voracious fifh are not 

fo numerous every year; in 1784 
there were whole legions of them. 
It is reported, that about an hundred 
years ago, they caufed fo great de- 
vaftation in the fitheries of Calais and 
Boulogne, that the fifhermen of the 
latter refolved to give over fifhing ; 
but their Bifhop prevented them, and 
having repaired to the fea fhore with 
all his clergy in proceffion, he fo- 
lemnly exorcifed the porpoifes, or- 
dering them in the name of God, to 
quit the coaft, and concluded by 
giving a benediétion to the fea. We 
are aifured, that after this a fingle 
porpoife was not feen during the 
whole feafon. 

When thefe deftructive fifh are in 
{mall numbers, when the weather is 
cloudy, the tky obfcure, and the 
water a little ruffed by foutherly or 
wefterly winds, no fifhing is fo fuc- 
cefsful or fo eafy as that of herrings. 
As herrings are fith of paflage, it is 
lawful to fifh for them on feftivals 
and Sundays, according to the chap- 
ter licet de feriis in the decretals.— 
One boat fometimes in a few fuc- 
ceflive tides, will bring in from fif- 
teen to twenty lafts.* In this feafon 
the ports of Upper Normandy aflume 
a lively afpeét, and thew ftrangers 
what advantages the patience, acti- 
vity, and induuftry of the Norman 
fifhers can procure from thefe pe- 
riodical riches. ‘The fifh when ta- 
ken and falted within twenty-four 
hours, are called herring of one night. 
Thofe which are falted at the end of 
forty-eight are faid to be of swe 

nights, and their quality decreafes in 
proportion; but when they are of 
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Sour nights, they are no longer fit te 
be falted. 

This herring fifhing continues in 
full vigor till the end of November, 
when the fifh begin to fpawn, and 
at this epocha, when, obeying the 
voice of nature, they lofe the name 
of full herrings, and acquire that of 
lean herrings. ‘This laft filhing con- 
tinues till the firft day of the new 
year, at which time the French fith- 
ing barks return and finifh the her- 
ring feafon, The fifh then all dif- 
appear, carrying with them perhaps 
all their young which have ftrength 
fufficient to follow them. Some wri- 
ters pretend that all the fhoals of 
thefe fith pafs into the Atlantic ocean, 
from which they return to the nor- 
thern feas to produce a new race the 
year following. 

Much has been faid refpecting 
the caufes which induce thefe fifth to 
vifit our coafts ; but I fhall not enter 
into a difcu@ion of the opinions 
of thofe naturalifts who have writ- 
ten on this fubje&t. When I have 
acquired a more extenfive know- 
ledge by experience, I intend to give 
the natural hiftory of thefe curious 
fihh, which no ithiologift has as yet 
been thoroughly acquainted with.— 
I fhall treat of every thing which 
concerns the herring fifhery among 
foreign nations, and in France from 
its origin to the prefent time, and of 
the method of falting them, and I 
fhall add fome reflections on the en- 
couragement which government ought 
to give to this branch of fifhery, 
which concurring in utility with that 
of Newfoundland, is a nurfery of 
excellent feamen for the royal navy. 
In every refpeét the herring fithery 
may be confidered as a real manufac- 
ture, which, without {peaking of the 
men whom it trains up for the king's 
fhips, employs a great number of 
hands, either in building boats, or in 
falting and tranfporting the fihh to 
various parts of the kingdom, by 
which population is encreafed ,and con- 
fequently the riches of the kingdom. 


* A laf contains twelve barrcls, 
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I fhall here obferve, that Wil- 
loughby, in his Natural Hiftory of 
Fifhes, is wrong in attributing to 
William Buckelzs, a Fleming,* the 
honor of having found out the me- 
thod of falting herrings, about the 
year 1416. Some old manufcripts ref- 
pecting Normandy, which I have had 
an opportunity of confulting, fay, 
that two fithermen of Dieppe brought 
this practice into ufe in their country 
in the fourteenth century. 

The Normans have long fithed for 
herrings, though fome of the mari- 
time nations of the north muft have 
preceded them.+ We find by a work 
entitled: Du Songe du Vieux Pelerin, 
written by Philip de Maizieres,t 
in 138g, an extraét from which is 
inferted in the fixteenth volume of 
the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Infcriptions, that thefe nations em- 
slowed a great many veffels in this 
fithery even at that time. ‘“ It is re- 
** ported,” fays he, ‘* that there are 
** forty thoufand boats which do no- 
** thing elfe for two months but fith 
* for herrings.” And a little after he 
adds, {peaking of the fifhers, ‘* Who- 
** ever will take the trouble to num- 
** ber them, will find that there are 
** more than three hundred thoufand 
** men, who have no other employ- 
** ment than to catch herrings.” At 
ye the number is much inferior. 
‘he Dutch are the only people to 
whom this fifhery is of real import- 
ance. Next to them are the Scotch, 
the Danes, the Swedes, and the Eng- 
lith. The French are in the laft place. 


* William Buckelz was a native of Biervli@, in Dutch Flanders. 
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One would think that all thefe 
nations united, together with the 
large fith of the northern regions, 
would entirely dettroy the fpecies ; 
but if we can believe a calculation 
made in England, §the herrings caught 
are in proportion to thofe which 
come from the Arctic feas, as one to a 
million; an incomprehenfible fecun- 
dity, which may in fome meafure fup- 
port the new theory refpecting the 
multiplicity of germs,and Schooek had 
undoubtedly reafon to ftyle the herring 
the king of ff. If the name of king 
is to be applied to that which pro- 
cures the greateft advantages, no fifh 
indeed has fo juft a title to this glo- 
rious appellation. Mr. Valmont de 
Bomare afferts, that no method of 
falting herrings has as yet been dif- 
covered, which will permit their be- 
ing exported to America, &c. never- 
thelefs it is certain that Dieppe in 
particular fends fome of them every 
year to St. Domingo, Martinico, and 
other places, and that the Dutch, as 
well as the French, tranfport them to 
Marfeilles and Cadiz; from which 
they are afterwards fent to various 
parts of the Levant, and even to 
Conftantinople. Strange therefore is 
the deftiny of thefe ufeful fifh!— 
Brought forth under the ice of the 
arctic regions, they in vain wander 
to the weftern fhores, to avoid thofe 
voracious monfters which purfue them. 
They find a more certain death in 
our infatiable avidity, which makes 
every thing endued with life the 
object of our avaricious fpeculations. 


The authors of 











the French Encyclopedia fay, that his memory will ever be refpeéted for this ufeful 
invention ; and add, ‘* he was fo much fpoken of in the time of Charles V. that 
** this prince, when travelling through the Low countries, went to Biervli@, with 
** the Queen of Hungary, his fifter, to honor by his prefence the tomb of the 
*© illuftrious falter of herrings.” 

+ The authors of the French Encyclopedia fay, ‘ fome pretend that the herring 
*¢ fifhery began as early as 1163, and that it was carried on in the ftraits of the Sound 
** between the ifles of Schoonen and of Zealand,” 

¢ Philip de Maizieres wrote under Charles VI. of France, to whom he had been 
preceptor. In this work, which Cardinal Perron efteemed fo much, the author re- 
lates the travels of Queen Truth, and fometimes introduces what he himfelf faw in 
his own. Among other things he tells us, that going to Pruffia by fea, he had an 
opportunity of obferving the herring fifhing, of which he gives a defcription in 
chap. 19. The above paffages are extrated trom it, 


§ The Atlas of Sea and Commerce, London, 1728. 
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Ox tar NATIONAL CHARACTER or tus SPANIARDS,* 


F the Spaniards have ever had 
diftinguifhing marks applicable to 

all the inhabitants of their peninfula, 
it was when the Arabs, by eftablith- 
ing themfelves among them, imprint- 
ed on then a peculiar character, and, 
notwithftanding the different caufes 
which feparated them, communicated 
tothem a part of their manners, their 
turn of thinking, their tafte for the 
arts and the fciences, and whatever 
ether traces we find of them in thofe 
rovinces in which they remained 
bh and when the high idea 
which they entertained of their na- 
tion, and which was juftified by cir- 
cumftances, rendered them all like 
the portrait drawn of them at prefent, 
in which they are reprefented as 
grave, auftere, and generous, fond 
of war, and of romantic adventures; 
and laitly, when in their general af- 
femblies, which they called Corves, 
they all had more or lefs an attive 
part in the government ; when they 
directed or watched over its opera- 
tions, and when they entertained 
more lively fentiments than at pre- 
fent of that patriotifm which has fo 
powerful an influence over the opi- 
nions, the affections, and the man- 
ners of thofe whom it animates. But 
thefe three caufes of uniformity in 
the national charaéter have almoft 
difappeared, and have given up the 
Spamard to the more immediate in- 
fluence of climate, laws, and the pro- 
dutions of different provinces ; fo 
that in order to paint thefe people 
fuch as they are at prefent, it would 
be neceffary to fubdivide them into 
Caftilians, Catalans, Arragonefe, Na- 
varrefe, Andalufians, Bifcayans and 
Afturians, and to delineate a parti- 
cular charaéter of each of thefe; 
a difficult and difagreeable’ tak, 
which one could not execute, with- 
out placing almoft always the excep- 
tion by the fide of the rule, and in 
difcharging which, it would be difii- 


cult to be exaét, without being too 
minute, to be jaft without appearing 
fevere, and to be an apologift without 
feeming a flatterer. 

This revolution, however, has not 
been fo general, as not to leave fome 
chara¢teriftic marks, by which the 
whole Spanifh nation may ftill be 
known. A part of their manners 
has furvived thofe events which 
changed them. The empire of its 
climate, has been modified, but not 
deftroyed. In many refpeéts the pro- 
vinces live under the fame form of go- 
vernment. The court of a monarch, 
almoft abfolute, is ftill the centre of 
the vows and affections of the whole 
kingdom. All the modern Spaniards 
protefs the fame worfhip. In litera- 
ture, they have ilill the fame models, 
and the fame tafte. In thefe  re- 
{pects they have preferved marks. of 
refemblance with their anceftors, and 
thefe we fhall endeavor to difplay. 

At the period when Spain aéted fo 
great a part on the public theatre, 
when it difcovered and conquered 
the new: world, and when, not con- 
tented with ruling great part of Eu- 
rope, it convulfed and fhook the 
other, either by its intrigues or mili- 
tary expeditions, the Spaniards were 
intoxicated with that national pride 
which appeared in their external ac- 
tions, in their geftures, in their dif- 
Courfe, and in their writings. As it 
then had a caufe, it gave them an air 
of grandeur, which thofe at leait par- 
doned in whom it did not create re- 
fpect. But by a concourfe of un- 
happy circumftances, this fplendor 
became eclipfed, and thofe pretenfi- 
ons which it excufed have furvived 
it. The Spaniard of the fixteenth 
century has difappeared, but his 
mafk has remained’; hence that exte- 
rior pride and gravity which dif. 
tinguifh him ftill in our days, and 
which have often recalled to my re- 
membrance the following lines of one 


* From Nouveau Voyage en Efpagne, 
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of our poets, refpeting original fin, 
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caufe, carrying every thing beyond 


notwithftanding the confequences of truth and reality, loading the fimpleft 


which, the auguft deftination of man. 


may ftill be perceived. The poet calls 
him, 

A fallen king, in whofe exalted mien 

Strong traces ftill of majefty are feen. 

The modern Spaniard _preferves 
ftill in his, the marks of his former 
confequence. Whether he fpeaks or 
writes, his expreffions have a peculiar 
turn of exaggeration, which ap- 
proaches near to rodomontade. ‘The 
Spaniards, I hope, will forgive me, 
for treating them with a little feve- 
rity upon this point: for they ought 
to keep in mind, that every nation 
has its faults, as well as good quali- 
ties, and that thefe are fo intimately 
conneéted, that faults are often the con- 
fequences or an excefs of good qua- 
lities, in the fame manner, as the lat- 
ter are often the confequences of the 
former, and plead their excufe. 

I will venture, therefore, to re- 
peat, that the Spaniard entertains a 
high idea of his nation and of him- 
felf, and exprefles this fentiment 
openly and without referve. His 
felf-love does not appear in thofe 
ludicrous exaggerations of fpeech 
which provoke laughter rather than 
anger, and which chara¢terize the in- 
habitants of one of the provinces of 
France.* Whenever he boatts, it is 
with great gravity, and with all the 
pomp of his language. In a word, a 
Spaniard, as a man of genius faid to 
me one day, is aGa/ton in bufkins. 

Iam, however, very much inclin- 
ed to believe, that the genius of his 
language may account forthe bom- 
batt of his ityle. ‘The Spaniards have 
not only adopted many of the words 
and expreffions of the Arabians, but 
they have been tinétured alfo with the 
oriental {pirit, which thefe people 
naturalifed in Spain. This fpirit is 
found in all Spanith works of imagi- 
nation, in their books of piety, in 
their comedies, and in their roman- 
ces. It is, perhaps, one of the caufes 

of the flow progrefs which found 
philofophy makes among them ; be- 
* Gafcony. 
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idea with images, and. fond of every 
thing marvellous, they furround the 
fanétuary of truth with illufions, and 
render it inacceflible. ‘They are fo 
fertile, and fo flighty in their con- 
ceptions, that it has become cufto- 
mary to fay, when we fpeak of a per- 
fon who produces brilliant chimeras, 
and embraces them as truth, 4e duilds 
caftles in Spain, an expreffion, for the 
etymology of which, I think it would 
be in vain to feek elfewhere. But this 
haughtinefs, which would be noble 
were it more moderate, and that gra- 
vity, which always commands refpett, 
and which is fometimes difgufting, 
are compenfated by very valuable 
qualities, or rather are the fource of 
them. ‘The pride of individuals, like 
that of the nation, elevates the foul, 
and puts it on its guard againft mean- 
nefs, and fuch is, indeed, the pride 
of the Spaniards. In Spain, as well 
aselfewhere,there are vicesand crimes, 
but, in general, pride is the moft pro- 
minent feature in the national cha- 
rater of the Spaniards. It appears 
among the loweft claffes, even in a 
dungeon, and under the rags of mi- 
fery. It regulates ina certain de- 
gree, the genius of a language na- 
turally diffufe, in which the ear feems 
todelight in throwing togethge fono- 
rous words, and in which abundance 
of phrafes is often taken for abund- 
ance of ideas. Pride is generally 
concife ; it difdains details, and de- 
lights in thofe enigmatic expreflions, 
which leave employment for the 
thoughts, and often even much to be 
guefled. Hence it happens, that the 
Spaniards, who when their imagina- 
tion is in the Jeaft animated, difplay 
all the luxury of their language, are 
very laconic when their minds are 
free from the turbulence of paffion. 
I could mention an hundred ex- 
amples, but I fhall be contented with 
one.Having had occafion to fpeak to a 
Spaniard,who lodged on a lower floor, 
and having found him carefling a 
young child, with much gravity, I 
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faid to him, are you the father of 
that child? A Frenchman of the fame 
rank, would have modeftly replied, 
Yes, Sir, orat leat, 7 have reafon to 
believe’ fo, and would have told me 
much more than I wifhed to know ; 
but ‘the Caftilian, without the leaft 
emotion, and even without fmiling 
at my queftion, replied coldly, be 
was born in my houfe,and then c ang- 
ed the converfation. 

This gravity of the Spaniards, 
which is now become proverbial, is, 
however, far from being what it is 
commonly thought ; it indeed, gene- 
rally banifhes from among them 
what we call affability and pre- 
poflefling manners. They do not go 
to meet you, they wait for you. But 
this external feverity conceals often 
agood and as difpofition, which 
may be eafily difcovered by thofe 
who give themfelves the leaft trouble 
to fearch for it. Strangers to the 
vain grimaces of French _politenefs, 
they are very fparing of demonftra- 
tions. Their fmile of benevolence 
is not the mafk of duplicity, and 
their hearts expand ,for the moft part, 
at the fame time as their features. 
Often have I been difcouraged by the 
exterior of a Spaniard, and remained 
a long time without venturing to ac- 
coft him; but having at length over- 
come my repugnance, I have found 
him complaifant, not in words, but 
in actions, and obliging, not in pro- 
mifing, but in performing. ‘The 
Spaniards, perhaps, are deftitute of 
that urbanity which is the effe@ of 
a. refined education, and which often 
ferves as a cloak for falfehood and 
contempt ; but they make ample a- 
mends for this want, by that frank- 
nefs which is not feigned, and by 
that benevolence which both-announ- 
cesand infpires confidence. Their great 
lords are deftitute of dignity, if we call 
dignity that haughtinefs which is al- 
ways. circumfpect in its advances, for 
fear of producing familiatity, and 
which cares little for being loved, 
provided it be refpected. Without 


forgetting what they are, they do not 
fhew in an offenfive manner the diffe- 
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rence of rank, and they do not dif- 
dain to form conneétions in thofe 
which are below their own. One no 
longer fees among them a Duke of 
Alva, a Don Louis de Haro, or a 
Penaranda, whofe charaéters, difplay- 
ed to the eyes of all Europe, have 
without doubt greatly contributed to 
propagate that idea which is ftill en- 
tertained of the imperious haughti- 
nefs of the high nobility in Spain; it 
is at leaft, much lefs than what it 
was formerly. If fome of them have 
retained any traces of it, they ap- 
pear only in coldnefs, timidity and 
embarraffment, which they fhare in 
common with the reft of the nation, 

This exterior gravity in all claffes, 
conceals a gaiety which needs only 
be called forth to appear. I thall 
not quote as a proof of this affertion, 
thofe Spanifh amufements in which 
buffoonery is fo well -received ; this 
would rather be an argument againtft 
my opinion, fince it has been remark- 
ed, that the theatre of gay nations is 
more ferious than that of grave na- 
tions, as if the mind delighted prin- 
cipally in emotions which draw it 
from its habitual ftate. 

But to judge whether the Spani- 
ards are {prightly, I fhall conduét 
the reader into their circles when they 
are there at their eafe ; to their re- 
patts before the vapors of their food 
and wine have difturbed their brains ; 
I fhall make him take a fhare in their 
converfation, full of lively fallies, 
pleafantry and quibbling, all children 
either lawful or illegitimate of mirth, 
and I fhall afk him if it appears lefs 
free or worfe fupported than in our 
clubs and petit foupers. I fhall be 
doubtlefs told, that this gaiety is too 
noify and difagreeable; but, how- 
ever it may be condemned, it is cer- 
tain, thac it exiits, fpite of every pre- 
judice to the contrary. 

The cafe is almoit the fame re- 
fpetting other faults which are con- 
tinually attributed to the Spaniards. 
If I have not acquitted them altoge- 
ther of the charge of lazinefs, I have, 
however, taken the liberty of affert- 
ing, that it is owing to changeable 
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circumftances, and with them it 
may difappear. Indeed, when one 
fees the attivity which reigns along 
the coafts of Catalonia, in all the 
kingdom of Valencia, in the moun- 
tains of Bifcay, and, in a word, in 
every part where induftry is en- 
couraged, where provifions are cheap, 
and can be a procured ; and on 
the other hand, when one confiders 
the hard and laborious life of thofe 
mule-drivers and carters, who coura- 
geoufly climb the fteepeft roads, thofe 
hufbandmen who in the plains of 
Andalufia and la Mancha, inure 
themfelves to the labors of the field, 
which the nature of the foil, the dif- 
tance of their habitations, and the 
{corching heat of the warmeft climate 
in Europe, render more painful than 
theyare elfewhere; when one confiders 
that quantity of Gallicians and Aftu- 
rians who, like the inhabitants of Au- 
vergne and Limoufin in France, go 
to a great diftance to feek for the te- 
dious and painful means of fubfitt- 
ence, and laftly, when one fees that 
lazinefs with which the Spaniards are 
fo much reproached, confined withia 
the bounds of the two Caftiles, that 
part of Spain which has the feweit 
reads, canals or navigable rivers, has 
not one a right to conclude, that 
this vice is not an indelible feature 
in the national character of the Spa- 
niards, that it depends upon change- 
able circumftances, and that the go- 
vernment, active and enlightened as 
it is at prefent, may make it foon dif- 
appear entirely ? 

There is another fault, which has 
much affinity to lazimefs, or which at 
leaft difcovers itfelf by the fame 
fymptoms, and from which it would 
be difficult to exculpate the Spani- 
ards. ‘This fault is flownefs. En- 
lightened knowledge, it muft be con- 
feffed, makes a very flow progrefs 
among them. In politics, in war, 
and the other operations of government, 
and in thofe even which occur in the 
ordinary courfe of life, when others 
are in action, they are ftill deliberat- 
ing. Diftruftful and circumfpect, 
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they ruin as many affairs by flow- 
nefs as other nations by precipitation ; 
and this is the more furprifing, as 
their imagination, fo lively, ought 
rather to be irritated by delay. But 
among nations, as among individuals, 
there is not a fingle quality which is 
not often modified by a contrary qua- 
lity, and in this conteft, the triumph 
inclines to that. fide to which the 
mind is carried with the greateft 
force by the circumftance of the mo- 
ment. Thus the Spaniard, naturally 
coo] and colle¢ted, when agitated by 
nothing extraordinary, is enflamed 
even to enthufiafm, when his pride, 
his refentment, or any of thofe paf- 
fions which cofipofe his character, is 
roufed by infult or contradi€lion. 
Hence, therefore, this nation, the 
gravelt, the cooleft, and apparently 
the fioweft in Europe, becomes fome- 
times the moft violent, when. farti- 
cular circumftances take them from 
their ftate of habitual tranquillity, 
and deliver them over to the empire 
of their imagination. The moft for- 
midable animals are not thofe which 
are fubjeét_ to the mott violent agita- 
tions. When we look at the lion, 
ris vifage appears as grave as his ftep, 
his motions have all tome objec, and 
his voice is not fpent in vain noife. 
As long as one refpe&s his inaction, 
he loves filence and peace; but if 
provoked, he fhakes his mane, his 
eyes dart forth fire, he roars, and is 
immediately acknowledged as the 
kiag of animals. 

It is this combination of flownefs 
and violence which conftitutes, per- 
haps, the moft formidable fpecies cf 
courage, and fuch is, in my opinion, 
that of the Spaniards. ‘Thole caufes 
which kept it in continual a€tivity 
have difappeared. For a long time 
they have not had as neighbours the 
Moors, who daily added fuel to it, 
nor have they been fo much actuated 
by hatred, jealoufy, and fanaticifm, 
three united motives, which increaf- 
ed its intenfity. The wars of the lait 
century, and thofe of the fucceflion, 
have not been fufficient to-preferve it 
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in the fame degree of fermentation 
in which it was formerly, The cou- 
rage of the Spaniards feems, there- 
fore, tobe dormant; but it may be 
eafily roufed, and it is indeed roufed 
on the leaft fignal. The revolution 
which has been brought about in 
this refpeét is not fenfible, but in 
circumftances, where courage, ufe- 
lefs, and fometimes fatal, is rather 
the vice of a ferocious people, than 
the virtue of a polifhed nation. The 
tires when the name only of the 
infidels excited fury, and the age of 
a Pizarro, and an Almagro have dif- 
appeared, much for the happinefs of 
Spain and of humanity. The inha- 
bitants of the colonies in Spanifh A- 
merica, and the natives which are 
ftill preferved, no longer groan under 
the yoke of the mother country. If 
religions intolerance fubfifts ftill in 
Spain, it appears only in declamati- 
on, and the fpirit of perfecution is 
much abated. People have even be- 
gun to perceive, that religion may 
allow policy to confider as ufeful 
neighbours thofe in whom they have 
hitherto beheld irreconcileable ene- 
mies. In Spain, as elfewhere, the 
progrefs of knowledge and philofo- 
phy, though flow, has fenfibly foft- 
ened the manners of the inhabitants, 
and the traces of ancient barbarity 
fucceffively difappear. Formerly, 
aflaffinations were very common in 
Spain ; every man of the leaft dif- 
tinction kept affaflins in his pay, and 
they were hired in the province of 
Valencia, as falfe witnefles are hired 
in fome of our provinces in France. 
The weapon ufed in this horrid cuf- 
tom was a triangular poignard, 
which, concealed under the cloke, 
was taken forth with impunity on the 
firft fit of refentment, the wounds of 
which were more dangerous than 
thofe of a fword, as the latter cannot 
be ufed privately, and as the ma- 
nagement of it requires fome dexte- 
rity. The ufe of this perfidious 
weapon is not abolifhed entirely, and 
leaves room for fome of thofe incul- 
pations with which foreign nations 
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are continually blackening the Spani- 
ards. The manners of a people are 
not correéted by violent and fudden 
means: a minifter under the late 
reign experienced this to his coft. 
Long clokes and fléuched hats fa- 
vored every diforder, and in parti- 
cular thofe which endanger the fafe- 
ty of the citizen. Defirous of re- 
forming fuch abufes, he had recourfe 
to coercive laws, and even to force, 
in order to abolifh thefe modes im 
the capital ; but the people mutinied, 
and the minifter was facrificed. Faf- 
hion, rudely attacked, furvived him in 
part; but milder and flower means, 
the example of the court, and of 
thofe who depended on it, and the 
activity of a vigilant police, have 
greatly removed thefe inconveniences. 
That kind of mafk which under the 
name- of hat, encouraged infolence, 
-by enfuring impunity, has entirely 
difappeared, and the cloke, a veft- 
ment very convenient for thofe who 
know how to ufe it, no longer favors 
any thing but lazinefs. 

The ufe of the fatal poignard fub- 
fifts yet in fome parts of Spain, and 
above all in the fouthern provinces,but 
only among the loweft of the people. 
There are ftill bravadoes who make 
it the terror of the weak, and violent 
men, to whom it is the inftrument 
of fpeedy vengeance. The ecclefi- 
aftics have exerted themfelves much 
to difarm their hearers, by their in- 
fluence, and by charity. The Arch- 
bifhop of Grenada, in particular, has 
employed —s with great fuc- 
cefs for this purpofe. The ‘on ano 
and affaffination are ftill, however, 
very common in Andalufia, and one 
may there fee how powerful the in- 
fluence of climate is, when it is not 
counteraéted by moral remedies. Dur- 
ing fummer, a certain wind in that 
province caufes a fpecies of phrenfy, 
which renders thofe exceffes much 
more common than at any other of 
time of the year. But let the phy- 
fical face of Spain be changed, lee 
canals and roads be formed, in placés 
which have hitherto beeninacceffible, 
let 














let readier means of communication 
facilitate and render more a¢tive the 
watchful care of the agents of go- 
vernment; let a more extenfive po- 
pulation keep under the eye of public 
vengeance thofe villains whofe foli- 
tude proves their fecurity, as wild 
beafts reign only with impunity in 
the defert, let the progrefs of agri- 
culture, induftry and commerce, give 
employment to idlenefs, which is the 
fource of al] mifchief, in a word, let 
the plan formed by the prefent go- 
vernment be put in» execution, and 
we fhall fee in this refpeét, as in 
others, the influence of climate yield 
to thefe powerful caufes. ‘The revo- 
lution which has been operated in 
the manners of the Spaniards within 
thefe fifty years atteft the certainty 
of this prognoltic, It is in the pre- 
fent century, that two barbarous 
cuftoms have been almoft gradually 
abolifhed, the Rondalia and the Pe- 
dreades, which reafon and humanity 
cught to have profcribed long ago. 
One of them was a kind of challenge 
given by two bands of muficians one 
to another, without any other mo- 
tive than that of trying their va- 
lor. They prefented themfelves before 
one another, with fire-arihs and 
fwords, and after having difcharged 
their fufees, they commenced the at- 
tack with their fide weapons. Will 
any one believe, that this cuftom ftill 
fubfifts in Navarre and Arragon? 
That of the Pedreades has not difap- 
peared long. ‘This was alfo a kind 
of combat, between two bodies of 
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DUELLING 


A REMARKABLE 


N the month of January 1627, 
Count de Boutteville*, and the 
celebrated la Frette, having fought 
between Poifly and Saint Germain- 
en-Laye, Boutteville’s fecond was 
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people, armed with flings, who at- 
tacked each other with ttones. Such 
manners undoubtedly equally impeach 
thofe who preferve them, and the go- 
vernment which tolerates them. How- 
ever, as there is fcarcely any perni- 
cious ufage, which has not fome caufe 
and advantages, at leaft in appear- 
ance, there are fome people who re- 
egret that thofe inftitutions are attack- 
ed, which, while they difplay fero- 
city, prove and fupport bravery. But 
thofe are to be pitied, who by fuch 
opinions prove, that in their concep- 
tion reafon is incompatible with true 
courage, the only courage which the 
glory and fafety ‘of a nation requires, 
as if in the wars which one nation 
carries on with another, armies of bar- 
barians have never been feen to con- 
tend fuccefsfully againft difciplined 
troops, and as if being accuitomed to 
unreftrained diforder, fecured the fuc- 
cefs of military operations. It has been 
without doubt, the favorers of fuch 
paradoxes, who have regretted the re- 
volution brought about by Cervantes 
in the manners of the Spaniards, by 
throwing indelible ridicule upon thofe 
adventurers, who negleéting the duties 
of their fituation, and the care of 
their families, created to themfelves 
dangers, that they might have the vain 
glory of braving them; who gratu- 
itoufly offered the affiftance of their 
reftlefs valor to thofe who did not 
feek for it, and whofe importunate 
fervice is, at leaft, ufelefs ina coun- 
try where charity aflifts the wretch- 
ed, and the police proteéts the weak, 
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killed in combat, by Doinville, the 
fecond of la Frette. 

After this duel-+, Boutteville fear- 
ing that he fhould be. arrefted, re- 
tired into Flanders, to the court of 


* Francis de Montmorenci, father of the famous Marfhal de Luxembourg. 
+ In 1624, he had fought with Pongibault; and in 1626, he had killed the Count 
de Thorigny in another private rencouater. 
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the Archduchefs. The Marquis de 
Beuvron, who was defirous of a- 
venging the death of. his friend 
Thorigny,killedby Boutteville,having 
learned, that he refided at Bruffels, 
haftened thither with his Squire, 
Buquet,to find him ; but being both 
known immediately upon their ar- 
rival, notwithftanding their difguife, 
guards were appointed to watch 
them clofely, in order to prevent 
any farther mifchief. Boutteville, 
upon this, having protefted to the 
Archduchefs, that he would never 
fight in her territories, the Mar- 


quis of Spinola was commiffioned ' 


by that Princefs, to endeavor to 
reconcile the two antagonifts. He 
therefore invited Boutteville, des 
Chapelles, andBeuvron to dinner, at 
his hotel, where a number of people 
of the firft quality were affembled, 
in prefence of whom each of the 
parties, after a cordial embrace, fo- 
Iemnly promifed, that he would 
never do any thing which might 
give the leaft offence to the other. 

Some days after this reconcili- 
ation, Boutteville, who was pro- 
bably fincere, having repaired to 
Nancy, received no lefs than eight 
different letters from Beuvron, in 
which he informed him, that being 
too prudent to go and meet him in 
Lorraine, he begged he would 
be fo obliging as to-approach Pa- 
ris. Des Chapelles * wrote alfo to 
Beuvron, ** you make a great deal 
* of noife, Sir, giving out every 
“ where, that you intend to fight ; 
“* but this I fhall never believe till 
*¢ I fee you in aétion.” 

The Archduchefs, in the mean 
time, had requefted letters of remif- 
fion for Boutteville ; but the King 
declared, that he could not in con- 
fcience grant them, and that all 
he had in his power to do to ob- 
lige his aunt, was not to give orders 
for his being arrefted, unlefs he re- 
turned to court, or to Paris. 
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When Boutteville was informed 
of this refufal, he faid, he would 
fight in Paris, and even in the Place 
Royale; and having poited thither 
with all fpeed, fent word to Beu- 
vion, that he was ready to give him 
fatisfaction. At nine in the even- 
ing, they repaired to the Place 
Royale, where Denton faid to Bout- 
teville, ** Let us: now fettle our 
‘** quarrel, without putting our 
** friends to pain.” —Byno means,” 
replied Boutteville, «* I with the 
** fun to be witnefs to our actions. 
“ Befides, I am under a particular 
** engagement with two friends, 
** who with to be of the party, and 
“ were I to fail, I fhould be ob- 
** liged to give them fatisfaction 
** alfo: Des Chapelles is one of 
*¢ them, and la Berthe is the other. 
*¢ For this reafon, let us meet here 
*© to-morrow about three in the af- 
“ ternoon, and do you, Sir, en- 
** deavor to bring with you two 
* friends.” 

When Beuvron quitted his anta— 
gonift, he ran to St. Martin’s in 
the Fields, to Prefident de Mefmes, 
in order to fpeak with the Marquis 
d’Amboife, fon-in-law of that ma- 
giftrate, whom he found ill, and 
very weak through lofs of blood. 
“© What a misfortane,’’faid Beuvron! 
“The opportunity you fo much 
* wifhed for, is now arrived. Bout- 
** teville expects me to-morrow 
“ with two friends. The Count 
“ des Chapelles, whom you are de- 
“ firous of feeing with his fword 
‘* in his hand, is one of them, but 
** weakened as you are, you muit 
*¢ not think of it.” ‘ Not think 
*© of it,” cried d’Amboife! “ were 
** I certain of expiring the next mo- 
“«* ment, I would be of the party.” 

Next morning the combatants 
met, and after each of them had 
been examined by a gentleman, to 
fee that none of them had private 
armour, each took his adverfary. 


* Des Chapelles was one of the moft defperate duellifts of that period. Blot, 
the famous fong writer, {peaks of him in the following couplet. 
s* with his arrival in hell, made him a Captain of his Guards,”’ 
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Boutteville attacked Beuvron; des 
Chapelles Buffy -d’Amboife ; la 
Berthe Buquet, and the combat 
began with {words and poignards. 
Boutteville and Beuvron, ruthing 
forward and feizing one another 
by the collar, threw their fwords 
on the ground, and held their poig- 
nards elevated without flriking. 
At length, Boutteville, as they fay, 
firft propofed to put an end to the 
combat, and they reciprocally beg- 
ged their lives from one another. 
Bufly-d’Amboife, however, was not 
fo fortunate ; des Chapelles gave 
him a mortal wound in the brealt, 
and la Berthe was alfo wounded 
dangerouflybytheSquire of Beuvron. 

A duel fo public, and of which 
thoufands had been fpeétators, hav- 
ing foon reached the ears of the king, 
Louis XIII. an order was fent to 
the Grand Prevot, to feize Boutte- 
ville and des Chapelles, but they 
had betaken themfelves to flight, as 
well as Beuvron and Buquet, who 
retired to England. 

The two former, lefs prudent, or 
lefs diligemt, were arrefted at Vitry- 
le-Brulé, conduéted on foot as tar 
as Vitry-le-Frangois, and there put 
into an apartment clofely guarded, 
where they paft feven days, during 
which they appeared to be very 
guiet, and amufed themfelves in 
playing at piquet. 

When they arrived at Paris, and 
were fhut up in the Baftile, com- 
miflaries were appointed to interro- 
gate them. Boutteville confeiffed 
every thing ingenuoufly, but des 
Chapelles did not thew the fame 
candor. 

Madam de Boutteville, alarmed 
for the fate of her hufband, threw 
herfelf at the King’s feet, in order 
to folicit for his pardon. The Prince 
and Princefs of Condé, the Duke 
and Duchefs of Montmorency, the 
Duke and Duchefs of Angouleme, 
Cardinal de la Valette, and the 
Count d’Alais, all endeavored to 
fecond her petition, and to excite 
the Monarch’s pity, but without 
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effect. His Majefty remained in- 
flexible, and the parliament receiv- 
ed orders to bring the two criminals 
to trial, 

The Bifhop of Nantz, who had 
liberty to fee them, attended them 
regularly, and prepared them for 
death. ‘ Madam,” faid the Count 
deBoutteville tothe lady of the Pre- 
fident de Mefmes, in a letter which 
he wrote to her, ** Were I not 
“* truly fenfible of the crime I have 
““ committed againft God, and of 
«* the wrong which I have done to 
«* you, I fhould not have taken the 
«* liberty to requeft you to do the 
** greateft aét of piety which can 
“« proceed from a generous and 
** Chriftian mind, which is, Ma- 
“ dam, to forgive me, for having 
** torn from you your dear and 
“ only child, not by hatred, or a 
** defire of revenge, having never 
** had any caufe but to efteem him, 
‘** but through a vain and falfe idea 
** of worldly honor, which I muf 
** confefs, is contrary both to the 
‘© law of Godand to natural reafon. 
‘* Be fatisfied with my blood, which 
«© I fhall thed for the expiation of 
« my crime ; I hope divine juitice 
«« will be fo, and that you will not 
‘* call for the vengeance of Heaven 
** againft me, while by my prayers, 
‘© ] endeavor to repair the injury 
** you have received from an un- 
«* happy wretch, who dies, Ma- 
** dam, yours, &c.” 

At the fame time he fent the fol- 
lowing letter to Madame de Boutte- 
ville. 

“ The Bifhop of Naftz will tell 
“ you, my dear wife, in what dif- 
‘* pofition of mind 1 am about to 
** quit the world, and I flatter my- 
‘© felf, that it will afford you fome 
** confolation for the lofs which you 
« mutt fuftain. You will confider 
“with him, what may be bef 
‘© for the fafety of my foul, and 
** take care te pay whatever debts 
“I may owe. Prayers may be of 
** much fervice to me; but the prin- 
“ cipal thing will be to fatisfy my 
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** creditors, Adieu. I will not 
** tell you how much 1 love you, 
** left that might increafe your af- 
* fliction.” 

On the rith of June, Boutteville 
and des Chapelles were conducted 
to the Palais. Boutteville appeared 
firftin theGrand Chamber, and was 
interrogated, after which des Cha- 
pelles was brought in, and having 
anfwered fome queftions put to him 
by the Firit Prefident, he begged 
permiffion of the Judges to fay a 
few words, and having obtained it, 
addreffed them as follows : 

“* Gentlemen, fince you have 
** done me the favor to aflemble 
** here on my account, and fince 
*‘ my crime has brought me into 
** your prefence, I muft beg two 
** things of you: the firft is, that 
«« juftice may be fatished in my 
** perfon, and the fecond, that you 
** would fhew mercy towards my 
*€ coufin. Though I am fenfible, that 
** you are not ignorant of his merit, 
“ for all France is fenfible of it, 
** yet as I have the honor of know- 
** ing him more intimately, I can 
«* with juftice affert, that it is fu- 
** perior to that which the ap- 
** plaufes of the public give him; a 
“© regard to his family, and thefer- 
*« vices which his anceftors have 
« done to the kingdom, ought alfo 
** to make you incline to the fide of 
“‘ mercy. It appears to me, that 
** by faving an excellent officer and 
“a valiant general, you will con- 
*¢ tribute to the good of the public, 
** and prevent the lamentations of 
“* pofterity, who undoubtedly will 
** be fenfible of this lofs. His paf- 
** fion for duelling will grow cool 
** with age, and a man like him, 
*« who has no other objeét but the 
** glory of the fate, and of his 
“* prince, may be employed on 
“* every occafion. With regard to 





. 


** myfelf, I expect from your juf- 
** tice what is due tothe aétion] have 
** committed, for] do not pretend 
** to plead any excuie, but only to 
“* beg you would confider the fa- 
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“« mily, the merit and the aétions 
** of my coufin Boutteville.” 

Next day about eleven in 
the forenoen their fentence was 
read to them, which had been 
paffed the -evening before, and 
which was, that they fhould both 
be beheaded. The Princefs of 


Condé, the Duchefs de Mont- 
morency, the Duchefs of An- 
gouléme, the Countefs de Bout- 


teville, and feveral other ladies, 
haftened to the Louvre, to fpeak 
to the King, who confented, bur 
with great difficuliy, to fee them. 
All the ladies threw themfelves 
at his feet, and implored mercy. 
The Countefs de Boutteville faint- 
ed, and the reift burft into tears, 
while the King, who was rather 
teazed than foftened by their foli- 
citations, faid to the Princefs of 
Conde, “ I feel as much for their 
** fate as you, but my confcience 
** forbids me to pardon them.” 
About five in the evening the 
two criminals having arrived at the 
place where they were to go 
through the laft fcene, the executi- 
tioner cut Doutteville’s hair be- 
hind, and the latter putting his hand 
towards his beard, the Bifhop of 
Nantz faid to him, ‘* Did you not 
“* promife, my fon, to think no 
«* more of the things of this world, 
“© and yet you think of them ftill!’ 
He was then afked whether he 
would have his eyes covered with 
a bandage, but he replied in the 
negative, and a moment after his 
head was feparated from his body. 
_ Des Chapelles, who had remain- 
ed in the cart, and who had his 
back turned towards the {caffeld, 
having learned that Boutteville had 
fatishied juftice, cried out, ** My 
** coufin is dead, let us pray to 
** God for his foul.” When he 
mounted the fcaffold, perceiving 
Boutteville’s body he faid,**Thisthen 
** is the body of my coufin!”” Then 
refting upon the arm of a young ec— 
clefialtic, who was near, he kneeled 
down, rofe up again, and having 
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Yaid his head upon the block, fubmit- 
ted to the fate of his unhappy com- 
panion. 

After the death of the Count des 
Chapelles, many letters were handed 
about at Paris, which he had written 
to different people the evening before 
his execution. That which he wrote 
to Madam de Boutteville was as fol- 
lows: 

** My dear Confin, were you lefs 
* virtuous, I fhould not attempt to 
** give you confolation. You have 
vas Tot every thing that you could lofe, 
© but all France lofes with you. Your 
** hufband was ftill young, but he 
*« could not have acquired more ho- 
nor in this world. What could 
you expect from his courage, but 
«‘ an untimely end? You enjoyed 
*‘ him only amidft continual fear 
** and terror, and God, who as bya 
‘* miracle always preferved his life, 
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“ gives you this powerful confola- 
** tion, that he hath taken him from 
*¢ you in order to bring him near 
** to himfelf. Rejoice then, Ma- 
*< dam, if you fincerely love him, as 
** Tam convinced you do. Let not 
“* your grief make you abandon your 
“* children, who have need of being 
** educated under your protection. 
** Teach them, what you know fo 
«¢ well, to live in the world in the 
‘* bofom of virtue. Change not your 
** condition, if you wifh to be the 
«© moft efteemed female of the ages as 
** your hufband was the moft efteem- 
“‘edofmen. Dear Confin, I give 
** you part of the confolation, which 
«¢ T fhall find in accompanying him, 
«* andI recommend to you with my 
«¢ whole foul, my poor mothet.—— 
«© May God blefs and comfort her! 
«se Tam, &c.” 





DESCRIPTION or rue CITY or ALGIERS, 


LGIERS, one of the principal 
A cities of Africa, and the capital 
of the kingdom of the fame name, is 
fituated in lat. 36. 49. N. and long. 
2. 18, eaft from London. The foun- 
dation of this city is attributed 
to various princes; but the moft 

robable opinion is, that it was built 
a Juba, father of Ptolemy, whogave 
it the name of FolCez/area, as a public 
and perpetual acknowledgement of 
the favor conferred upon him by 
the Emperor Cafar Auguftus. It 1s 
well known to antiquaries, that on 
the reverfe of feveral medals of the 
Emperors Claudius and Antoninus, 
there isa city with the name Julia 
Cefarea. 

About the end of the feventh cen- 
tury, the Mahometan Arabians mak- 
ing incurfions into Africa, to propo- 
gate their religion, over-ran all the 
Mauritania Cefarienfis. ‘They feem- 
ed tohave a particular hatred to the 
works of the Romans, and as they 
gave new names to all the cities, they 
called this Algexair, which is an Arabic 
word, that fignifies belonging to an 
ifland, becaufe there was an iffand be- 

Vou, Il, 


fore it, which is now joined to it by a 
mole, and forms one of the fides of the 
harbour. 

This city is built on the declivit 
of a hill, in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, and makes a very beautiful 
appearance from the fea. ‘The tops 
of the houfes are all flat, and as they 
are covered with earth, they ferve as 
a kind of gardens, where fummer houfes 
are erected, to which the inhabitants 
repair after their bufinefs is tranfacted ; 
for their greateft pleafure is to fee if 
their corfairs bring in prizes. 

The ftreets are extremely narrow, 
and this, added to the great number 
of camels, horfes and affes, which 
one meets with, makes it very dif 
agreeable to walk in them; but what 
is {till worfe, is, the infolence of the 
Turkifh foldiers; for a Chriftian, of 
whatever rank he maybe, muft ftand 
clofe againft the wall, till they have 
pafled by, otherwife they would not 
fail to fhew their fuperiority by fome 
cruel outrage. 

It has been thought that the ftreets 
were made,fo narrow, in order that 
the buildings might afford a thelter 

Mm again 
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againit the theat of the Jun ; but ir is 
evident ,that their narrownefs is in- 
tended to prevent the had effedls of 
earthquakes, fince the fronts of al- 
moti all the Roufes are fupported by 
rafters, which go from onc to the other, 
acrofs the ftreets. Ja the year 1717 
Algiers felt Several very fevere thocks 
for aine months facgfively. All 
the inhabitants, except the Divan, and 
ofiicers of {tate who remained with the 
Dey in his palace, quitted the city. 
The highways were covered with 
tents, crowded with poor inhabi- 
tants, and many perithed through 
roere want within haif a league of the 
city; villas were overthrown, and the 
earth appeared rent im feveral places. 

“The foundations and jower parts of 
the walls are of free ftoac, but the 
upper parts are of brick ; towards the 
fand their greateft height is about thirty 
feet, and forty towards the fea. The 
hroufes are built of brick and ftone, 
generally fquare, and havea large pay- 
ed court in the middle. Round this 
court there are four galleries, fup- 
ported by pillars, below which are the 
lower apartments, and over thefe chere 
areother galleries fupported by piflars 
in the like manner. ‘The folding 
doors of the rooms reach to the ceil- 
ing, which is generally the height of 
the gallery. 

The chimneys are far from dif- 
figuring the edifice, being fe contriv- 
ed that they rife in the form of little 
domes, at each angle of the terrace, on 
the top; they are always kept very 
clean and whitewafhed, which makes 
them very ornamental to the building. 
‘The apartmentshave no light but from 
the court, for facing the flreet chere 
are only fome very finall grated win- 
dows to light their pantries and fer- 
vants chambers, which are built along 
the great ftaircafe, but do not open 
onit. ‘The inhabitants are by law 
obliged to whiten their terraces and 
the infide of their houfes every year. 

Algiers contains feveral very fine 
houfes, the fronts of which feem to 
mife very little. Mot of thefe 


ave been built by the Deys, Pachas, 
and fach ashave had the management 





runs into the harbour. 
cially at low water in the hot fea 
occafions an intolerable ftench.— 


e 


of the public revenues; many of them 
are paved with marble, have pillars 
of the fame, and ceilings of carved 
work, ornamented with painting and 
gilding. 

There is no {quare or garden in the 
whole city; fo that one may walk 
almott all over it upon the terraces, 
where in -houfes of an unequal height 
there is always a ladder, as a com- 
munication, when neighbours are dil- 
pofed to fpend a chearful evening 
together, and to enjoy the cooling 
breeze. It is eafy for one to enter 
thefe houfes, as they are open at the 
top, yet no theft is ever heard of ; 
for if a ftranger is apprehended in a 
houfe without having fent in his name, 
he feldom efcapes capital punifhment. 

Algiers is deftitute of any conftant 
fupply of freth water, and though 
every houfe is provided with a ciftern, 
a fcarcity of rain often reduces the 
inhabitants to the greateft dittrefs— 
Formerly they were obliged to fetch 
their water from the country ; but in 
1611, one of the Moors, who had 
been driven out of Spain, having dif 
covered a fpring upon an eminence 
near the Emperor's fort, about three 
quarters of a mile from the city, laid 
before the Dey the advantage of bring- 
ing water from it to fupply the inha- 
bitants. ‘The Moor was rewarded for 
this hint, and the project was execu- 
ted by building an acqueduét, which 
diftributed the water through feveral 
pipes, to above an hundred conduits, 
both in town and country. All thefe 
pipes terminate in a refervoir at the 
end of the mole, which is the water- 
ing place for thipping. Every con- 


duit has a ladle chained to it. for 
common ufe. 


‘The water which runs 
from thefe conduits, or which is 
{pile in drinking, is colle&ted again, 
and pafles through a great number of 


fewers, carrying the filth of the town 


into a large ditch, through whichit 
This, “mM 


on, 


Thofe who go to the conduits to 


drink, or fill their pitchers, muft not 
ftand upon their rank, but patiently 


wait 
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wait their turn, except 2 Turk, who 
is fure to take the precedence of all 
others; nor moft a Jew offer to ferve 
himfelf while there ts a Moor, or 
even a flave prefent, 

This city has five gates, which are 
always open from day-break to fun- 
fet. The mole gate is towards the 
eatt, alittle to the fouth of whick is 
the Bataxira gate, opening into the 
harbous. Jt is commonly called the 
fihing gate, becaufe it is she place of 
rendevouz for fifhing beats. The new 
gate towards the fouath-fouth-wett 
beads to the Emperor's fort. The gate 
of Babaxon ts due fouth; the ram- 
parts near it are places for public ex- 
ecetions. Some criminals are hanged, 
bat highwaymen ave thrown from the 
top of them, upon hooks faltened into 
the walle at equal diftances. The 
gate of Bebalwet is fituated to the 
north, and without it are the burying 
places ofthe Clrriftians and the Jews, 
and alfo the place where they are ex- 
ecuted ; the former are varioully pu- 
nifhed, but burning is appointed for 
the Jews. 

Near the city on the land fide, are 
four caithkes, the moft confiderable of 
which is that called she Emperor, 
from its being begun by the Emperor 
Charles V. It ftands on the fouth- 
fouth-weft, in an advantageous fitua- 
tion, and commands the fea, the 
town, and the adjacent country. 

‘The new cattle, commonly called 
the Star, is an heptagon fituated on 
an eminence to the fouth-weft. ‘The 
other two are called Babaznw and Ba- 
baluet, becaufe they are near and op- 
pofite the gates of the fame name ; 
but neither of them are of much con- 
fideration. Befides thefe, there are 
fome others along the fhore, on the 
wet fide of the city ; but all together 
they would be a very infignificant de- 
fence againit a body of good troops 
potted on the higher grounds, and 
furnithed with proper train of ar- 
tillery. The bett fortifications are at 
the entrance of the harbour, the fitua- 
tion of which adds to its fecurity ; 
as the northerly wind is here always 
very vioknr, and occafions a prodigi- 
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ous fea, fhips wowkl be expofed zo 
great danger, either im the road, or 
along the fhore- 

The harbour, the greateft depth of 
which is about fifteer feet, 13 the 
work of great Tabor and mduftry.— 
It is formed by a mole of about five 
hundred geometrical paces ur kengr, 
Rving nort:-eaft and fouthwett from 
the sown to 2 Kttle ifland or rock, 
from which another moke of the fame 
length is carried nostl: and fouth to 
form a kind of fhelter. In the angle 
of thefe two moles ftands 2 fquare 
edifice, in the middle of which io a 
court with sails, aac four fountains 
afed for ablutions when the hour af 
prayer is proclaimed, Rownd the four 
fides. is x feat covered with # mat, 
and itis-here that the admiral and 
officers of the navy hold their daily 
meetings. Afong the fide of the 
mole there is a whast for loading 
and unloading fhips, and tor mooring 
galleys and other veflels. 

On the north fide of the sock iz 
the light-houfe fort, which i care- 
fully maintained fos the fecurity of 
the fhipping. It has. three fine bateeries 
of brafs cannon; fouth of this fort 
there is another,to defend the entrance 
of the harbour, with batteries well 
pointed from north to fouth, amount- 
ing to eighty pieces of cannon,thisty- 
fix, eighteen, and twelve poutders, 
moft of which were taken from the 
Tunifians ie 1617. Befides. shefe, 
there is # pretform near the mole gate, 
containing fix pieces of cannon, which 
alfo commands the harbour. On the 
north and fouth mole, there are feverad 
magazines for naval ftores, and for 
hoMing the cargoes of captured veflels, 
together with a fmalt dock for build- 
ing fhips. ‘The veflels in the hav- 
hour are lafhed clofe one to another, 
and fometimes in winter great damage 
is done amongft them ; for whem the 
wind fets in from the north, tt oec2- 
fions a mott prodigious fweit. 

‘The furrounding countsy is ex- 
tremely delightful, being agreeably 
diverfified with hills and plains. ft 
enjoys 2 cantinnal verdure, and pro~ 
duces in abuadance cosa, palte, fruits, 
Mmz and 
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and flowers. ‘The vines here are of 
a furprifing beauty, and yield pro- 
portionably ; fome climb to the tops 
of very lofty trees, and extending 
themfelves to others, form natural 
bowers. They were originally plant- 
ed by the Moors, after their expulfion 
from Granada, for before that time 
the inhabitants of Algiers were fo far 
from cultivating this generous plant, 
that they even plucked up thofe which 
the Chriftians had planted, in order 
to turn the ground to other ufes,— 
‘The number of the inhabitants of this 
city, is faid to be 100,000 Mahome- 
tans, 1500 Jews, and about 2000 
Chriftian flaves. 

Algiers has fuffered much at dif- 
ferent periods from the attacks of 
fome of the Chriftian powers in Eu- 
rope. The Englith burnt the veffels 
in the harbour, in the years 1655 and 
1670, and the French bombarded the 
town in 1682. Some of the Algerine 
corfairs having committed great de- 
vaftation on the coafts of chal 
and Languedoc, Louis XIV. refolv- 
ed to punifh the infolence of thefe 
es and for this purpofe fent the 

arquis du Quefne, with a fquadron 
of fhips and galleys, which threw 
fuch a number of bombs into the 
city, that it was foon fet on fire. The 
great mofque was deftroyed, and the 
greater part of the houfes were con- 
verted to ruins; but the wind chang- 
ing all of a fudden, and becoming 
prodigioufly ftrong, the Marquis was 
obliged to return to Toulon. 

Encouraged by this retreat, the 
Algerines, as foon as the tempeft was 
abated, colleéted a great number of 
their veffels, and, filled with refent- 
ment againit the French, committed 
horrid devaftation on the coafts of 
Provence and Languedoc, and carri- 
ed off as prifoners all the peafants 
who had the misfortune to fall into 
their hands. As foon as the news of 
this difafter reached court, the King 
ordered another fleet to be equipped, 
the command of which was given to 
the Marquis du Quefne, who being 
joined off Algiers by Monfieur 


D’Amfreville, with five veffels well 
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armed, prepared for a fecond attack. 
About an hundred bombs were ime 
mediately thrown into the town, and 
the befieged fired above three hundred 
fhot without any effect, for the bom- 
bardment the next night was fo furi- 
ous and violent, that the palace of 
the Dey wes reduced to afhes, with 
a great many of the houfes of the 
city. 
This difmal fpeétacle fo terrified 
the people and the foldiers, that they 
eagerly begged for peace; but the 
French commander having infifted 
that all the Chriftian flaves, without 
exception, fhould be fet at liberty, 
and that all the effects, goods and 
merchandize taken from the French 
fhould be reftored, the famous Meze- 
morte, admiral of Algiers, whom the 
Dey confulted upon this occafion, 
violently oppofed thefe articl:s of the 
treaty. He even proceeded fo far as 
to aflert publicly, that the cowardice 
of thofe who were at the head of the 
government had been the caufe of the 
deftruction of Algiers, and having 
inftigated the populace, and the fol- 
diers, already irritated by their mif- 
fortunes, they put the Dey to death, 
and proclaimed Mezemorte fovereign 
in his ttead. They now broke the treaty 
which was in part concluded, and 
having hoifted the bloody flag, com- 
menced hoitilities with more fury 
than ever, The Marquis du Quefne, 
incenfed at this breach of faith, threw 
fuch a number of bombs into the 
city, that in lefs than three days it was 
reduced to almoft a heap of ruins. This 
horrid fpectacle, inftead of affeéting the 
Algerines,ferved only to encreafe their 
rage againft the French ; they maffa- 
cred all thofe of that nation who were 
eftablifhed among them, and carried 
their inhumanity fo far, as to put 
Father le Vacher,who was at that time 
conful, alive into a mortar, from 
which he was difcharged inftead of a 
bomb. 
The infidels, however, paid dear 
for this horrid excefs of barbarity ; 
the Marquis du Quefne renewed the 
bombardment, and having burnt all 
the fhips in the harbour, reduced va 
¢ 














the lower part of the city to afhes.— 
The approach of the equinox, which 
obliged him to return, prevented any 
further operations; and the Dey, 
dreading another vifit of the fame 
kind, fent a French gentleman of dif- 
tinction, named aitemetive, to the 
court of France, to deprecate the 
vengeance of Louis XIV. This gen- 
tleman difcharged his commiffion with 
reat punctuality, and the Algerines 
coving confented to fend an ambafla- 
dor to beg pardon for the infult of- 
fered. to the French nation, matters 
were accommodated, and a treaty of 
peace was foon after concluded. 
In the year 1783, Algiers was 
bombarded alfo by the Spanith ficet, 
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under the command ef Don Barcelo. 
This fquadron, which confifted of 
feventy-fix fail, anchored in the bay 
of Algiers on the 2gth of July, and 
in the following month feveral at- 
tacks were made by the Spaniards. 
A great number of bombs were 
thrown into the town, which was fet 
on fire in feveral places. Above four 
hundred houfes were deitroyed, and 
feveral public buildings, among which 
was the Dey’s palace, were confidera- 
bly damaged. During thefe different 
attacks, the Algerines fired above fif- 
teen thoufand fhot. The following 
year there was a fecond bombard- 
ment, and in 1786 peace was con- 
cluded. 


OBSERVATIONS on tHe CULTURE ann ECONOMICAL USES 
or tHE DATE TREE, 


BY MR, 


HE date tree, which is of great 
utility to the inhabitants of 

the northern coafts of Africa, grows 
there every where indifcriminately ; 
but it is not cultivated with care, ex- 
cept beyond Mount Atlas, becaufe 
the heat is not fufficiently powerful 
along the coafts to bring fruit to pro- 
per maturity. I fhall not here men- 
tion the peculiar charatteriftics which 
diftinguifh this curious tree. I hall 
only make fome obfervations refpec- 
ting the manner of cultivating it in 
Barbary, and on the different ufes to 
which it is applied. All that part of 
the Zaara which is near Mount Atlas, 
and the only part of this vaft defart 
which is inhabited, produces very 
little corn; the foil being fandy, and 
burnt up by the fun, is almoft entire- 
ly unfit for the cultivation of grain, its 
only produétions of that kind being a 
little barley, maize and forgo. The 
date tree, however, fupplies the defi- 
ciency of corn to the inhabitants of 
thefe countries, and furnifhes them 
withalmoft the whole of their fubfift- 
ence. They have flocks of fheep, 


but as they are not numerous, they 
preferve them for the fake of their 
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wool ; befides, the flefh of thefe ani- 
mals is very unwholefome food in 
countries that are exceflively warm, 
and thefe people, though ignorant, 
have probably been enabled by ex- 
perience, to know that it was falutary 
for them to abftain from it. The date 
trees are planted without any order, 
at the diftance of twelve feet one from 
the other, in the neighbourhood of 
rivulets and ftreams, which iffue from 
the fand. Forefts of them many be 
feen here and there, fome of which 
are feveral leagues in circumference. 
The extent of thefe plantations de- 
pends upon the quantity of water 
which can be procured to water 
them ; for they require much moif- 
tnre. All thefe forefts are intermixed 
with orange, almond, and pomegra- 
nate trees, and with vines which twitt 
round the trunks of the date trees, 
and the heat is ftrong enough to ripen 
the fruit, though they are never ex- 
pofed to the fun. 

Along the rivulets and ftreams, 
dykes are ereéted to ftop the courfe 
of their waters, in order that they 
may be diftributed amongft the date 
trees, by means of {mall canals. The 
number 
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nunrber of canals is fixed for each 
tndividual, and in feveral cantons, to 
have a right to them, the proprietors 
are obliged to pay an annual fum pro- 

tionable to the number'and extent 
ef their plantations. Care is taken 
to till the earth well, and to raife a 
circular border around the root of 
each tree, that the water may remain 
Konger and in larger quantity. The 
date treesare watered tin every fea- 
for, but more particularly duriag the 
great heats of fummer. 

It is generally in winter that new 
plantations of this tree are formed. 
For this purpofe thofe who cultivate 
them take fhoots of thofe which pro- 
duce the beft dates, and plant them 
at afmall diftance one from the other. 
At the end of three or four years 
thefe thoots, if they have been pro- 
perly taken care of, begin to bear 
fruit, but this fruit is as yet dry, with- 
out fiweetnefs, and even without ker- 
nels ; they never reach the higheft de- 

of perfection of which they are 
ufceptible till they are about fifteen 
or twenty years old. 

Fhe date trees which {pring from 
feed never produce fo good dates as 
thofe that are raifed from fhoots; as 
Bhave mentioned, they are always 
poor, and ill tafted. It is undoubt- 
edly by force of cultivation, and after 
feveral generations, that they acquire 
a good quality. 

The date trees which have beer 
originally fown, grow rapidly, and | 
have been affured that they bear fruit 
m the fourth or fifth year. Care is 
taken to.cut the inferior branches of the 
date tree, in proportion as they rife, 
and a piece of the root is always left of 
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fome inches in length, which affords he 
eafy means of climbing to the fommit. 
Vhefe trees live a long time, according, 
tothe aceount of the Arabs, aud im 
order to prove it, they fay that whem 
they have attained to their fulf 
growth, no change fs obferved im 
them for the fpace. of three genera~ 
tions.. 

‘The nomber of females. which are 
eultivated is much fuperior to that of 
the males, becaufe they are mucl» 
more profitable. ‘Khe fexual organs 
of the date tree grow, as is welk known, 
upon different ftalks, and thefe trees 
flower im the months of April and 
May, at which time the Arabs cut 
the male branches. to impregnate the 
female. For this purpofe, they make an 
incifion in the trunk of each brancly 
which they with to produce fruit, and 
place in it 2 ftalk of male flowers ; 
without this precaution the date tree 
would produce only abortive fruit. * 
In fome cantons the male branches are 
only fhakem over the female. The 
practice of impregnating the date tree 
m this manner is very ancient. Pliny 
defcribes it very accurately in that 
part of his work, whese he treats of 
the palm tree. 

There is fcarcely any part of the 
date tree which is not ufefuk. ‘The 
wood, though of a fpongy texture, 
lafts fuch a number of years, that the 
inhabitants of the country fay it is in- 
corruptible. They employ it for mak- 
mg beams and inftruments of hef- 
bandry; it burns flowly, but the coals 
which refult from its combuftion 
are very ftrong, and produce a great 
heat. 

‘Fhe Arabs ftrip the bark and fi- 


* The celebrated Linneus, in his Differtation on the Sexes of Plants, {peaking of the 
date tree, fays, ** A female date-bearing palin flowered many years at Berlin, without 
producing any iceds ; but the Bertin people taking care to have fome of the blofloms 
of the male tree, which was then flowering at Lceipfic, fent to them by the poft, 
they obtained fruit by thefe means, and fome dates, the offspring of this impregnation, 
being planted in my garden, fprung up, and tothis day continue to grow vigoroufly. 
Kempfer formerly told us, how neceflary it was found by the oriental people, who 
Tive wpoa the produce of palm-trecs, and are the true Lotophagi, to: plant fome male 
trees among the females, of they hoped far any fruit; hence, itisthe practice of thole 
who make war in that part of the world, to cut down all the male palms, that a fa- 
mine may afflict their proprietors; fometimes ever the inhabitants themfelves deftroy 
the mate trees, when they dread au invahon, that their cncmics may find no fultcnance 


ia the country. 
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brows parts from the young date trees, 
ana eat the fubftance, which isin the 
centre; it is very nourifhing, and has 
a {weet tafte : itis known by the name 
of the marrow of the date tree. They 
eat alfo the leaves, when they are 
young and tender, with lemon juice ; 
the old ones are kid out to dry, and 
are employed for making mats and 
other works of the fame kind, which 
are mwch ufed, and with which they 
carry ona confiderable trade in the 
interior parts of the country. From 
the fides of the ftumps of the branches, 
which have been left, arife a great 
number of delicate filaments, of which 
they make ropes, and which might 
ferve to fabricate cloth. 

A white liquor, known by the name 
of milk, is drawn alfo from the date 
tree. ‘lo obtain at, all the branthes 
are cut from the fummit of one of 
thefe trees, and after feveral incifions 
have been made in -it, they are co- 
vered with leaves, in order that the 
heat of the fun may not dry it. 

The fap drops down into a vefiel 
placed to receive it, at the bottom of 
a circular groove, made below the in- 
cifions. “The milk of the date tree 
has a {weet and agreeable tafte when 
#t is new; it is very refrefhing, and 
it ts even given to fick people to drink, 
but it generally turns four at the end 
of twenty-four hours. Old trees are 
chofen for this operation, becaufe the 
cutting of the branches, and the large 
quantity of fap which flows from them 
greatly exhautt them, and often caufe 
them to decay. 

The male flowers of the date tree 
arealfo ufeful, They are eaten when 
fill tender, mixed up with a little 
femon juice. ‘They are reckoned to 
be very provocative: the odor which 
they exhale is probably the caufe of 
this property being afcribed to them. 

Thefe date trees are very lucra- 
tive to the inhabitants of the de- 
fart. Some of them produce twenty 
bunches of dates; but care is always 
taken to lop off a part of them, that 
thofe which remain may become 
larger; ten or twelve bunches only 
are left on the molt vigorous trees. 
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It is reckoned, that a good tree pro- 
duces, one year with another, about 
the value of ten or twelve fhillings te 
the proprietor. <A pretty confidera- 
ble trade is carried on with dates in 
the interior part of the country, and 
large quantities of them are exported 
to France and Italy. The crop fs 
gathered towards the end of No- 
vember. When the bunches are 
taken from the tree, they are hung 
up in fome very dry place, where 
they may be thelsered, and fecurs 
from infects. 

Dates afford wholefome nourith- 
ment, and have a very agreeable 
taite when they are frefh, The 
Arabs eat them without feafoning. 
They dry and harden them in the 
fun, to reduce them to a kind of 
meal, which they lay up in ftore ta 
fupply themfelves with food dur- 
ing the long journeys which they 
often undertake acrofs their defarts, 
This fimple food is fufficient to 
nourifh them for a long time.— 
The inhabitants of the Zaara pro- 
cure alfo from their dates a kind 
of honey, which is exceedingly 
{weet. For this purpofe they choole 
thofe which have the fofteR pulp, 
and having put them into a large 
jar with a hole in the bottom, they 
fqueeze them by placing over them 
a weight of eight or ten pounds.— 
The moft fluid part of the fub- 
tance which drops through the hole, 
is what they call the honey of the 
date. 

Even the ftones, though very hard, 
are not thrown away. They give 
them to their camels and fheep as 
food, after they have bruifed them 
or laid them to foften in water. 

The date, as well as other trees 
which are cultivated, exhibits great 
variety in its fruit, with refpeét to 
fhape, fize, quality, and even color. 
There are reckoned to be at leat 
twenty different kinds. Dates are 
very hiable to be pierced by worms, 
and they foon corrupt in moiit or 
rainy weather, 

From 





From what has been faid, it may 
eafily be perceived, that there is, 
perhaps, no tree whatever ufed for 


ULLI, the celebrated French mu- 

fician,died of a wound which he 
gave himfelf in one of his toes, by 
beating time with his cane. Thiswound 
which was neglected at firft, became 
fo dangerous, that his phyfician ad- 
vifed him to have his toe cut off; 
but unluckily the operation was de- 
layed, and the diforder infenfibly 
reached the leg. ‘The Chevalier de 
Lorraine, who came to vifit him upon 
this occafion, having begun to lament 
his fituation, and to exprefs his friend- 
fhip, by telling him how forry he was 
for his misfortune, Madam Lulli 
interrupted him, and faid, ‘* You 
** have fhewn great friendfhip to my 
** hufband, indeed, Sir, forit was you 
«« who made him drunk laft, and who 
*¢ are the caufe of his death.” “« Hold 
** your tongue, my dear,” replied 
Lulli, “‘ hold your tongue, the Che- 
«* valier it is true made me drunk 
« Jaft, but if I ever recover he fhall 
*¢ make me drunk firf.” 

Vaugelas, one of the firft French 
Academicians, known by his tranfla- 
tion of Quintus Curtius, which he 
was thirty years in finifhing, and by 
his remarks on the French language, 
was a man of great integrity, of a 
mild difpofition, and very agreeable 
in company. Lape he had been 
long in the fervice of Gafton, brother 
to , bets XIII. as his chamberlain, 
he died very poor. In his latter will 
there was the following remarkable 
claufe. After having appropriated 
all his effects for the purpofe of dif- 
charging his debts; he adds, “ But 
“* as it may a es that there will 
** not be enough to fatisfy all my 
*¢ creditors, in fuch a cafe, my laft 
«¢ will is that my body be fold to the 
*« furgeons for what it will fetch, 
** and let the produce be applied to 


Obfervations on the Date Tree. 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES. 





fo many and fo valuable purpofes a8 
the date tree, 


** the liquidation of thofe debts for 
*« which I may be accountable to 
** fociety, in order that if I have 
** been of no fervice to it during my 
** life time, I may be no burden to 
** it after my death.” 

Catherine II. Emprefs of Ruffia, 
having eftablifhed a commiffion for 
framing a code of laws for the differ- 
ent fubjeéts of her extenfive empire, 
commanded the Samoyedes to fend 
depaties to the capital, to meet thofe 
of the other provinces. When they 
aryived at court, her Imperial Majef- 
ty received them on her throne, ie. 
rounded with the greateft magnifi- 
cence, andinformed them, by means 
of an interpreter, that having the 
fame maternal tendernefs for them as 
for the reft of her fubje&s, and bein 
defirous of giving them laws fuit 
to their manners and fituation, and 
which might contribute to their pri- 
vate as well as public happinefs, the 
had fent for them, in order that they 
might deliver their fentiments upon 
that fubje&t. ‘The deputies thanked 
the Emprefs for her good intentions, 
and told her, they od no need for 
laves ; but they begged that her Imperial 
Majefly would frame fome for their 
neighbours, 

Count Charles Guftavus Teffin, 
relates in one of his letters, that in 
the time of Chriftina, Queen of Swe- 
den, a French painter, named Bour- 
don, found in the Queen’s ftables, 
five paintings by Corregio,which were 
ufed as fhutters to the windows. 
Chriftina had fo little fufpicion of 
the value of thefe paintings, that fhe 
was going to give them to the painter, 
They zre now in the gallery of the 
Duke of Orleans, with the reft of 


the collection of that Princefs. 
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Lettres AMERICAINES, &c. Let- 
ters on the Americans, in which are 
examined the Origin, the Civil and 
Political State,the Military Knowledge, 
the Religion, Arts, Induftry, Sciences, 
Manners, and Cuftoms of the anci- 
ent Inhabitants of Americas the 
grand Epochs of Nature, the ancient 
Communication of the two Hemifpheres, 
and the laft Revelution which frwal- 
lowed up the Atlantis; intended as a 
Supplement tothe Memoirs of Don Usloa; 
by Count J. R. Carli, Emeritus Pre- 
fident of the Supreme Council of Public 
Economy, and Counfellor of Sate to his 
Imperial and Royal Meyjefty. With 
Additions and Obfervations by the 
Tranflator. 2 vol. oftavo. Paris. 
1788. 


HE difcovery of America is, 
without doubt, one of the moft 
interefting events in the hiftory of the 
world, fince it has brought about a 
moft aftonifhing revolution in the 
ideas and manners of the Europeans; 
though many have pretended that 
this revolution has been attended with 
the moft fatal confequences. The 
infinite evils which it has brought up- 
on mankind, are not compenfated by 
thofe fuperfluous pleafures which it 
hath procured to fociety, and the few 
frivolous advantages which have thence 
arifen to the arts and fciences. The 
importance of the light refpetting 
man in his favage ftate, which the 
difcovery of the new world gave us, 
has been too much exalted, and fome 
have pretended, that the natural hif- 
tory of the human fpecies was before 
that period very imperfect. It is un- 
doubtedly of great importance to 
ftudy man in his firft degrees of civi- 
lization, to arrive at the folution of a 
problem as difficult, perhaps, in mo- 
rality and politicsas the quadrature of 
the circle is in geometry, which is 
to determine with precifion that point 
Vou. Il, 
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where fociety becomes corrupt in its 
apparent tendency to perfection, , and 
where that polifh which nations ac- 
quire is only a flight covering thrown 
over their vices. It was with a view 
to determine this, that the ancients 
have taken fo much pains to trace out 
for us a picture of the finiple and pure 
manners of the Scythians and Ger- 
mans, contrafting the innocence 
and virtue of thefe poor and rude 
tribes, with the corruption and dif- 
honetty of rich and polifhed nations; 
but what advantage can one reap from 
ftudying a fierce and favage animal, 
who fearcely retains the human figure, 
who paffes his life in fleep and in 
hunting, and who differs almoft in 
nothing from the wild beafts which 
ferve him as food >? Man, in this ftate 
of degradation, can infpire us only 
with pity, and ferves to fhew ina 
more ftriking manner, how neceflary 
fociety is to make reafon expand, and 
to give to the human fpecies that per- 
fection of which it is fufceptible. All 
thefe fpeculations, however, of pre- 
tended philofophers, on the ftate of 
nature, and favage man, which 
ought to have completed the hif- 
tory of the human mind, have end- 
ed only in vain fyftems, and pa. 
radoxes equally extravagant as ab- 
furd. It has been maintained with 
all the energy and power of elo- 
quence, that man, abfolutely favage, 
without the ufe of reafon, without any 
connection with his own {pecies, di- 
viding his life between fleep and 
food, is in that ftate of perfeGtion 
which fuits his nature, and confequent- 
ly much better and happier than man 
living in fociety. This is the great pro- 
refs in natural hiftory forwhich we are 
indebted to the difcovery of Americ. 
The adventurers who difcovered the 
hew continent were very incapable 
of judging of the inhabitants; they 
had paffed the feas to amafs money, 
Oo and 
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and not to ftudy nature. The Ameri- 
cans infpired them only with the 
greateft contempt; and the weaknefs and 
itupidity of thefe people appeared to 
them fo great, that they doubted whe- 
ther they fhould clafs them among 
men. ‘This queition was even feri- 
oully agitated ; and if the cruelty of the 
Spaniards can poflibly be excufed, 
this is the only thing that can be al- 
ledged in their favor. Near two 
centuries had elapfed after the dif- 
covery of America, before the man- 
ners of its inhabitants were well known 
in Europe ; before that time nothing 
Was known, but from the falfe and 
contradictory relations of the firft 
conquerors. Enlightened and intel- 
ligent writers, by comparing thefe 
relations one with another, were after- 
wards able togive more exact and better 
connetted accounts, and compofed hif- 
tories of that famous difcovery, which 
were much more entitled to credit. 
Thefe hiftorians, however, were Spa- 
niards, who were blinded by the pre- 
judices of their nation; but other 
writers, more unbiaffed, and diveited 
of every kind of partiality, have beftow- 
ed upon thefe hittories the fame labor 
as the Spanifh hiftorians bellowed 
upon the relations of thofe adven- 
turers who had a fhare in the con- 

ueft of America, and, by the help of 
Gand criticifm, they have drawn from 
an immenfe number of authors iuch 
fats as are mott probable or certain 
refpecting the manners and cuftoms 
of the Americans, and that degree ot 
civilization to which they had attained 
at the time they were conquered. 

Mr. Paw’s work, entitled Phi/o/- 
phical Refearches refpecting the Americans, 
had a great run in its day, becaufeit was 
agreeable and amufing for the generait- 
ty of readers ; but the author has been 
much decried among the learned, on 
account of his fophiiiry, his paradoxes, 
his haughty and decifive manner, and 
the improper difplay which he makes 
of his fuperficial and indigefled eru- 
dition. The Americans ‘he treats 
with the greateft contempt ; America 

heconfiders asacountry lately peopled, 
the vegetation of which is olan: 
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dant ; as very unfavorable by its na. 
ture to the expanfion of the animal 
kingdom, and afferts that the inhabi- 
tants, by the malign influence of the 
climate, have remained in a ftate of 
degradation and weaknefs, which 
renders them a fpecies much inferior 
to the reft of men. Had Mr. Paw 
confined his affertions to theinhabitants 
of the Southern Ifles, which were firft 
difcovered, and to fome folitary and 
favage tribes, his fyftem would have 
been fupported by the moft incontef- 
tible facts, and he would have had the 
moft authentic and enlightened writers 
on his fide. It is certain, that A- 
merica prefented but a difmal afpe& 
to the firft Europeans who vifited it. 
The beauty and fertility of the earth 
arein fome meafure the effeéts of hu- 
man induftry. In the new world 
art had done little to correét and em- 
bellifh nature; immenfe forefts, im- 
penetrable on account of the exuber- 
ance of vegetation; plains cover- 
ed by ftagnant water, and converted 
into marfhes ; the furface of the earth 
over-run with bufhes, fhrubs and wild 
plants, which afforded fhelter to a 
prodigious multitude of noxious rep- 
tiles, and the air darkened by clouds 
of infects, were the fcenes which pre- 
fented themfelves on the firft dif- 
covery of America. The unwhole- 
fomenefs of the climate was the con- 
fequence of the want of cultivation ; 
the air confined in the woods was de- 
prived of its fpring, and prevented 
from circulating ; thick vapors arofe 
from the putrid fens, and the earth, 
over-loaded with vegetation, did not 
experience the purifying influence of 
the fun’s rays. The Spaniards, not- 
withftanding the vigor of their con- 
ftitutions, were attacked upon their 
arrival in thofe new regions with 
violent and unknown diforders, by 
which many perifhed, and thofe who 
efcaped this contagion returned to 
Europe weak and emaciated, with 
Janguid looks and fallow and livid 
complexions. ‘The inhabitants of the 
country, though generally well made 
and well proportioned, had much more 
agility than force ; they were abfolutely 

dettitute 














ceftitute of beards and hair, and took 
fo little nourifhment, that the Spani- 
ards, though remarkably fober and 
temperate, aftonifhed the inhabitants 
of the new world by their voracity, 
and eat ata fingle meal what would 
have been fufficient to feed anIndian for 
feveral days. That dreadful malady 
which attacks even the fources of ge- 
neration, was common and endemial 
among them ; they were fhorter lived 
than the inhabitants of other parts of 
the world,and their animals were {mal- 
ler, and had lefs ferocity and vigor tha 
thofe of ourhemifphere, except reptiles, 
which attained to a prodigious fize 
of body. Stupidity, infenfibility, 
and the moft perfeét indolence, form- 
ed the moral charaéter of thefe people; 
who feemed to awaken fometimes from 
their profound apathy, only to give 
themfelves up with blind fury to the 
moft violent paffions, after the manner 
of wild beafts. After thefe fats, 
which are all attefted and indubitable, 
it appears that Mr. Paw had fome 
reafon for looking with contempt up- 
on fuch a country and fuch people ; 
but he ought not to have clafled with 
thefe two other great nations, who 
had really made confiderable_ progrefs 
towards civilization, and who, when 
compared with the Iflanders, and fome 
other favage tribes, might have been 
confidered as polifhed people. He 
has without ceremony treated them 
as barbarians, and has ridiculed the 
wonders which fome Spanith hiftcriaas 
have related with euthufiafm, con- 
cerning Mexico and Peru. In France 
the literati amufed themfelves with 
the mifreprefentations of Paw, with- 
out interefting themfelves much it 
favor of the Americans, Pernetty was 
the only writer who undertook to 
avenge the infult offered them by this 
writer; but this quarrel refpecting 
a people who have been nearly extir- 
pated three centuries ago, and who 
are now reduced toa {mall number 
of flaves, made very little noife in 
Europe, and ought not perhaps to have 
made more. 

Some time after, the author of ¢he 


Hiftory of Charles V. the celebrated 
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Dr. Robertfon, publifhed a Hifory of , 
America, in which he has enlarged 
very fully upon the charaéter,the man- 
ners, and the cuftoms of its inhabi- 
tants. This work is the produétion 
of a well informed, judicious, and 
cautious writer. Befides fearching 
fuch authorities as might conduét him 
to truth, he has fele¢ted from every 
hiftcrical monument, refpeéting the 
difcovery of America, and has read, 
examined, and compared them, and 
weighed their authorities with one 2n- 
ether. He almoft always fupports 
what he advances upon faéts, draw- 
ing the jufteft and moft natural 
confeguences from them, and when 
facts fail him, he confults analogy 
and probability, and purfues his way 
amidft that labyrinth of opinions, 
fal les, and exaggerated relations, by 
the light cf the foundef criticifm. 
He gives almoft the fame account as 
ole . 

Paw of tlie ftate of the American 
ifles, and their inhabitants, at the 
time they were difcovered ; but he 
renders more juftice to the Mexicans 
and Peruvians, without, however, 
adopting the hyperboles and pompous 
deferiptions of Solis and Garcilaffo 
de la Vega. 

At prefent, Count Carli, full of 
zeal for the honor of the Americans, 
has thought proper, though rather 
too late, to endeavor to re-eftablifh 
them in the opinion of the public, 
and to attack Paw, whom he ac- 
cufes of calumniating a very refpect- 
able people. He above all, declares 
himfelf the advocate and the pane- 
{ the Mexicans and the Peru- 
viens, and the firit volume of his 
work feems to have no other object 
than to prove, that Mexico and Peru, 
when difcovered by the Spaniards, 
were as civilized as Europe. Mr, 
Paw has run into one extreme, and 
Count Carli, in order to refute him, 
has run into another. ‘The one 
has too much debafed, and the other 
has too much exalted Mexico and 
Peru, and this is generally the cafe 
in literary difputes, in which it is 
very difficult to obferve a proper 
medium. 

Oo2 In 
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In this work Count Carli does 
not confine himfelf to any order or 
method ; he fcatters his doétrine here 
and there throughout his letters, in 
a very vague manner, forperiae it 
fometimes by a crowd of authors, 
filling up whole pages with quota- 
tions, and often quoting no one, but 
refting what he. advances entirely 
upon his own authority. In fo irre- 
gular a courfe it would be impotlible 
to follow him: in order to throw 
fome light upon the queftion, it would 
be neceifary to reduce it to certain 
points, and to colleét fuch a number 
of decifive faéts, as might, on one 
fide, prove the progrefs of the Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians in civilization, and 
on the other, the imperfect ftate in 
which fociety was amongft them. Let 
us firft examine the Mexicans. We 
have the relations of Cortez, and of 
fome other warriors who accompanied 
him in his expedition, and it fhould 
feem, that the teftimony of eye wit- 
nefles ought to have the greateft 
weight ; there are, however, feveral 
reaions for diftrufting them. They 
undoubtedly merit every confidence 
refpecting the principal facts, the de- 
tails of the war, and whatever con- 
cerns the reciprocal conduct of the 
Mexicans and the Spaniards; but on 
the government, character, arts, and 
manners of thefe people, their autho- 
rity is lefs refpeétable. The re- 
fearches of ignorant foldiers into ob- 
jects of fo much importance, muft be 
made without order, and without fa- 
gacity. When they landed at Mexico, 
they were furprifed to find fo much 
difference between the inhabitants of 
that country and the ftupid and 
clownifh iflanders, whom they had 
vifited before, and midft the admira- 
tion which the Mexicans excited in 
their minds, their ideas were elevat- 
ed far above the truth, and a tafte 
for the marvellous, added to a defire 
of heightening the merit of their 
conquefts, contributed greatly to lead 
them into exaggeration. Todefcribe 
the imperfect police, or the rude arts 
of the Mexicans, they employed terms 
which are only applicable to nations 
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far more advanced in civilization 
and there is no fource of error more 
common and more produéttive, than 
to apply to the defcription of favage 
manners thofe terms and expreffions 
which are ufed to define the inftitu- 
tions of polifhed nations, When the 
name of King or Emperor has been 
given to the chief of a petty tribe, 
the houfe which he inhabits ought 
to be called a palace, and his fuite 
acquires the name of a court. Such 
expreflions give’ things an importance 
to which they have no title, and the 
imagination, led aftray by a con- 
formity of names, confounds objects 
which have not the leaft refemblance. 
Later writers have imitated the ftyle 
of the former: when Solis defcribes 
the perfon of Mentezuma, the {plen- 
dor of his court, and the Jaws and 
police of hisempire, one would ima- 
gine that he fpeaks of the greateit 
monarch, and of the moft civilized 
nation in Europe. 

The right of poffeffion was per- 
fe&tly known and fully eftablifhed in 
Mexico; but the people poffeffed their 
lands ina manner very different from 
what is ufual among us. To each 
diftri€t was affigned a certain quanti- 
ty of land proportioned to the number 
of families who inhabited it, Thefe 
lands were cultivated by the labor 
of the whole community ; their pro- 
duce was carried to a common ma- 
gazine, where it was divided among 
the families, and no member of this 
community could alienate his por- 
tion, which remained always appro- 
priated for the fupport of his family. 
An admirable inftitution, we muft 
allow, and far fuperior to the order 
of things eftablifhed in Europe, 

The number and fize of the cities 
of this empire, are alfo a favorable 
proof for the Mexicans. It is very 
true that Cortez and his compani- 
ons have greatly fwelled their calcu- 
lations refpeéting the number of the 
inhabitants; but it is, neverthelefs, 
certain, that thefe cities were confi- 
derable, and well peopled. ‘The fe- 
paration of different profeffions a- 
mong the Mexicans is alfo an un- 
equi- 



















equivocal proof of their progrefs. 
The trades of a mafon, a weaver, a 
goldfmith, a painter, and feveral 
others, were exercifed by different 
workmen, who, by their patience and 
affiduity, gave to their works a de- 
ree of perfection which could hardly 
fe expected from the coarfe tools 
~ employed. 
iftinction of rank and fubordina- 
tion, rigoroufly obferved among the 


Mexicans, announce alfo a form of 


fociety. The people were flaves to the 
nobility, and their political conftitu- 
tion refembled our feudal govern- 
ment. The pride and tyranny of the 
great, but above all the pride of the 
Sovereign, and the fervile homage 
rendered to him by the grandees of 
the nation, bore a great refemblance 
to oriental defpotifm. The taxes 
were neither arbitrary, nor unequal- 
ly laid on, they were fixed accord- 
ing to invariable rules, and every one 
knew what part of the public burden 
he had to fftain. ‘Tribute was paid 
in kind, and thofe who neither had 
lands, nor carried on commerce, paid 
their part by labor of different kinds. 
Various objeéts of internal police, 
prove that they paid attention to pro- 
vide for the fafety and the happinefs 
of the people. Public couriers, poft- 
ed at certain diftances, tranfmitted 
any news from one end of the em- 
pire to the other, an ingenious in- 
vention of which Europe had not 
then an idea, A certain number of 
men were regularly employed in clean- 
ing the ftreets, and in lighting them 
by fires made in feveral places, and 
there they kept guard during the 
night. ‘The fituation of the capital, 
ona lake in which there are long 
dykes and caufways, required a labor 
and an addrefs not to be found among 
any civilized people. 

They had carried the arts to a cer- 
tain degree of perfection. They 
could manufacture gold and filver, 
and they reprefented men, animals, 
and other objects, with feathers of 
different fhades and colors, We 
muft, however, read with caution, 
the elogium which the Spaniards 
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have beftowed on their knowledge of 
the arts. The works ofa new and rude 
nation aftonifh us, when we com- 
pare the obitacles they have furmount- 
ed with the weaknefs of their means. 
We muft judge of the talents of the 
Mexicans not by the emphatical de- 
fcriptions of the Spaniards, but by 
their works, fome of which are ftiil 
preferved. In the King of Spain’s 
cabinet there are feveral of their 
toys in gold and filver, and fome of 
their utenfils. Connoiffeurs agree, that 
thefe works are only rude figures of 
men and animals, reprefented without 
truth, and without grace, and en- 
gravings in wood or copper from their 
paintings, juftify this obfervation. 
They are bad imitations, not much 
unlike the firft attempts of a child 
who learns to draw. ‘The paintings 
of the Mexicans, however, as hitto- 
rical monuments, are very curious. 

Thefe people were not acquainted 

with any other but that imperfect 

kind of writing which confifts in 
painting objects; fome of thefe pieces 
of writing by painting, have been 
preferved. Purchas publifhed fixty- 
fix plates of them, and the Archbifhop 
of Toledo thirty-two, containing 
the hiftory of Mexico, under ten of 
its Kings ; an account of their taxes, 

reprefenting what each conquered city 

paid to the roval treafure, and a 

code of their civil and military infti~ 

tutions. With each of thefe plates is 

given a complete explanation of the 

objects reprefented, which was made 

to the Spaniards by Indians well ac- 

quainted with the arts of their coun- 

try. There is a collection of Mexi- 

can paintings alfo in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna. What gives us 

the higheft idea of the induftry of the 

Mexicans js, their divifion of the 

year, which could only be the refule 

of aftronomical obfervations, made 

with fome degree of attention. They 
divided the year into eighteen months 

of twenty days each, which altoge- 

ther made 360 ; but, kaving cbferv- 

ed that the fun did not fini.h his re- 

volution in that period, they had in- 

ferted five intercalary days. ‘The 
temple 
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temples and palaces,of which the Spa- 
niards have given us fo pompous and 
romantic iiatiatinne. do not feem to 
have deferved thofe magnificent epi- 
thets which have been lavifhed upon 
them. The grand temple of Mexico, 
to the top of which one was con- 
duéted by a ftair of one hundred and 
fourteen fteps, was a folid mafs of 
earth of a fquare form, and in part 
covered with ftone. Each fide of its 
bafe was ninety feet in breadth, and 
as it continually decreafed, the edi- 
fice terminated at the top in a fpace 
of twenty feet fquare, upon which 
was placed the figure of their deity, 
and two altars,upon which they offer- 
ed up facrifices. "The other temples 
were built in the fame form. It is 
difficult to conceive more rudenefs in 
the firft works of a nation, which be- 
gins to erect public monuments. The 
palace of the Emperor, and the houfes 
of the principal nobility, perhaps, 
exhibited more art and elegance ; but 
they were conftruéted of the fame 
flight and perifhable materials as 
were employed for common houfes ; 
fince two centuries and a half 
of time have deftroyed every veftige 
of them. How happens it, that even 
in cities, which were not taken by 
affault, there is not the {malleft piece 
of ruins to atteft the. magnificence of 
thefe edifices fo much boatted of ? 

The famous city of Hafcala was 
only a collection of low huts, fcat- 
tered here and there, according to 
the caprice of each proprietor. ‘They 
were built of earth and ftone, were 
covered with reeds, and received no 
light but through the door, which 
was fo low, that one could not enter 
by it without ftooping. Even at 
Mexico, the capital of the empire, 
the houfes of common inhabitants 
were only cottages formed of earth 
and branches of trees ; they were ex- 
tremely low and narrow, and had no 
other furniture but a few earthen 
veffels. Several families lodged under 
the fame roof, without having fepa- 
rate apartments. 


What proves above all, that the 
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Mexicans,notwith ftanding fome marks 
of civilization found among them, 
were ftill barbarous, is the brutal fe- 
rocity with which they carried on 
war: all their prifoners were flaugh- 
tered without pity, and eaten by the 
conquerors. ‘Their principal warri- 
ors covered themfelves. with the 
bloody fkins of the enemies whom 
they killed, and in this drefs they 
danced through the ftreets of the city. 
The four firft counfellors of the em- 
pire were diftinguifhed by the moft 
ferocious titles : the firft called him- 
felf, the prince of the mortal lance, the 
fecond, the cleaver of men; the third, 
the foedder of blood, and the fourth, 
the lord of the black habitation. At 
the death of their grandees, and efpe- 
cially of their Emperor, a certain 
number of his domeftics were buried 
with him in the fame tomb. 

Their agriculture was very imper- 
feét, and fcarcely fufficient for their 
fybfiftence; on this account they 
were much weaker than the Spani- 
ards, a circumftance which may be 
attributed to their want of nourifh- 
ment, and to the bad quality of their 
food. We muft retrench a good deal 
from the extent which hiftorians have 
affigned to this empire; for it was 
furrounded by favage nations, who 
were not fubjeét to the Emperor of 
Mexico. Ha/cala, diftant twenty- 
one leagues from the capital, Tepean, 
diftant thirty, and Muchoacan forty 
were fo many independent ftates. 
Even Cholula, very near to Mexico, 
had been fubjected only a little time. 
In the interior part of the country 
there were no roads from one dif- 
trict to another, confequently no 
communication or commerce, and 
though gold and filver were abun- 
dant, the ufe of money was un- 
known, cocoa nuts being the only 
means of exchange, or o making an 
evaluation. In the hiftory of the 
progrefs of civil fociety, the manu- 
facturing of ufeful metals, and the 
empire of man over animals, have al- 
ways been confidered as the two moft 
important fteps. The only domeftic 

animals 
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animals among the Mexicans were 
turkeys, ducks, rabbits, and a kind 
of {mall dogs ; they were abfolutely 
ignorant of the ufe of iron. ‘ 
Thefe fa&ts, well attefted, do not 
correfpond with the magnificent de- 
{criptions which have been given us 
of the police and induftry of the 
Mexicans. This, however, does not 
hinder Count Carli, in the warmth 
of his zeal for Mexico, from adopt- 
ing all the marvellous and exaggera- 
tion of the Spanifh writers, though 
their expreffions and phrafes favour 
fo much of quackery, that they 
ought to have raifed his fufpicion. 
The palaces, fays Cortez, are fo large 
and fo wonder ful, that it appears to me 
impofible to give you an idea of their 
extent. I fhall only fay, that there is 
nothing like them in Spain. The au- 
thor of the relation which follows 
that of Cortez, exprefles himfelf thus : 


There were in this city a number of 


excellent and beautiful houfes, with fo 
many chambers, apartments, and gar- 
dens, both raifed and low, that it was 
a wonderful fight to behold them. The 
fame author fays, in another place, 
that he entered feveral times into the 
houfe of a great lord, in order to fee 
it; that every time he did fo, he 
walked fo much, that he became fa- 
tigued, and that he was never fatis- 
fied with furveying it. All the au- 
thors of thefe relations have the air 
of fhewmen, who exhibit fome cu- 
rofity. Your Majefty may believe me, 
cries Peter d’Alveredo, that the habi- 
dations of this country are more com- 
modious, and the people more numerous 
than thofe of that which your Majefty 
hath hitherto governed. Count Carli’s 
eriticifm finds nothing fufpicious in 
all thefe hyperboles, he even, him- 
felf aflumes, without perceiving it, 
the pompous tone of thefe relators, 
as may be eafily feen in the follow- 
ing defcription of the grand f{quare 
of Mexico, which we fhall lay be- 
fore the reader, to give anidea ofour 
author’s manner, 


This {quare was larger than that of Sala- 
manca, it even comprehended three times 
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as much fpace, if we credit the author 
of the relation which follows that of 
Cortez, and. was entirely bordered with 
porticos. It was called Tlateloleo, A fair 
was held here every five days, but trade 
was carried on in it daily. Eye witneffes 
agree in faying, that they faw there every 
day from twenty to twenty five thoufand 
people,- and double that number on mar- 
ket days. Each profeflion and each mer- 
chandize had a feparate fhop. On one 
fide was expofed gold, precious ftones 
fet in gold, ingenioufly arranged in the 
form of birds and other animals ; and on 
the other were fold plumes and bunches 
of feathers of all colors. There were ex- 
pofed befides thefe flones for making knives 
and fwords, a wonderful thing, {ays the fame 
author, and of which we can form no idea, 
Next were feen ttuffs, drefles of different 
forts for both fexes, fhoes and tanned 
hides, either of ftags, or of {ome other ani- 
mal. Farther fitll were placed thofe who 
fold ornaments for the heads of the men 
and women ;thefe ornaments were made of 
hair, and next tothem, were thofe who 
fold manufactures of cotton. In other 
quarters, fays Cortez, were fold lime, 
ftones, bricks, either dried or baked, 
and wood, rough or cut up into planks. 
In other places people went to purchafe 
birds, fowls, partridges, turtle-doves, 
pigeons, ducks, haves, ftags, and rabbits. 
A quarter was deflined for herbs, fruits, 
cherries, plumbs, apples, and grapes, and 
other fruits were found there in abundance. 
Thread of different colors was fold in an- 
other quarter, much like the ftrect where 
filk is fold in Grenada, but in greater 
quantity. Cortez reckons alfo, among the 
merchandize found there, ftags fkins per- 
fe€tly well tanned, both with and with- 
out the hair, and white or dicd of different 
colors, There was alfoa particular {pot 
in which were fold bread, anda kind of 
wine. He makes mention likewife of 
colors proper for painters : thefe were of all 
kinds, as in Spain. Laftly, there were fold 
earthen veffels, large and {mall jars, 
pots, flaggons, or bottles, and an infinite 
variety of other kinds, with mats of fe- 
veral forts, both for beds, and for the 
floorsof halls and apartments. The com- 
mon mealure of the price of things, or 
their numerary fpecie, was cocoa nuts. 


Count Carli's prepoffeffion for the 
Americans leads him fo far as to fay, 
that among them perfoxal merit alone 
formed the diftinGion of nobility ; but 
without quoting any author to fupport 
fo extraordinary an affertion, and fo 
contrary to the fpirit of the Mexican 
government, 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
Por- 
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Porrratr DE FREDERICK - LE- 
Granp, &c. The Portrait of Fre- 


erick the Great, taken from the moft 
anthi 
bis military ‘ philofophical and privete 
Life. By M.S. EF. Bourdais, Jn- 
Sfiraeeior in the Belles Lettres and the 
Sciences to her Royal Highnefs the 
Princefs Wilhelmina of Pruffia. 
1zmo. Berlin. 1788. 





HIS fmall work deferves the 
more credit as the author {pent 
fixteen years of his life in the court 
of that great prince, whofe portrait 
he here delineates, ‘* making always,” 
as he fays, *‘ a thoufand efforts to fee, 
** and not one to be feen.” He 
therefore relates a great number of 
anecdotes which are not to be found 
in any other collection publithed either 
before or after the death of Frederick. 
For example, all axecdotifis have fpoken 
of that quarrel which obliged Voltaire 
to quit the court of Berlin, but with- 
out mentioning the confequences. 


The correfpondence of thefe two geni- 
ufes, who were formed to admire one 
another, fays Mr. Bourdais, continued 
even to their late(t moments. Among the 
great number of proofs which Frederick 
gave of his eftcem for Voltaire, was his 
caufing a buit of the poet to be made of 
porcelain, which he fent to him, with 
the following words at the bottom, writ- 
ten by his own hand, V7ro immortali, Vol- 
taire never fhewed to the curious this 
pledge of the friendfhip of fo great a 
King, without exclaiming, and with great 
warmth, when ‘he pointed out the infcrip- 
tion, and behold the fignature of him who 
Sent it. The following lines were his 
reply to the King. 


Vous étes généreux ; vos bontés fouveraines 
Me font de trop nobles prefens: 

Vous me donnez, fur mes vieux ans, 

Un terre dans vos domaines. 


The King of Pruffia always enter- 
tained the warmeft fentiments of 
friendfhip for Quantz, who taught 
him to play on the German flute. 


During the laft ilinefs of that mufician, 
on whom he had beftowed a fortune tar 
above his condition, he himtelf pretcrib- 
ed what regimen he fhould ufe, and even 


what medicines he fhould take. Oneday, 


utic and interefling Anecdotes of 
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Quantz having made one of his pupils 
play before him, the King, altonifhed at 
his talents, paid hima handfome com- 
pliment, but with fuch an air of cold- 
nefs as alarmed the majfter. ** You have 
neglected me,”’ faid Frederick, fome days 
after ;** your fcholar, who undoubtedly 
“* has not praétifed fo much as I, proves 
** it.’? Quantz acknowledged it, and re- 
plicd that he had employed much more 
expeditious means. ‘The King, piqued at 
this preference, wifhed to know what 
thefe means were. Quantz begged to 
beexcufed, but his Majelty being im- 
portunate, he fignified by a certain gef- 
ture that he had ufed the ftrap. “* O! as 
** for that expedient,’’ faid the Monarch, 
I confefs that I cannot fubmit to it, 
** Jet us employ fome other, if you 
“< pleafe.*’ 


ee 


Frederick was ftrongly prejudiced 
by his own muficians againft the 
French mufic, which they taught him 
to confider as a kind of infipid pfal- 
mody, and he often difplayed his cri- 
ticifm upon this point. 


The arrival of the celebrated Duport 
made him cliange his opinion. This un- 
rivalled performer on the violoncello foon 
attraéted the attention of Frederick, who 
was a connoiffeur in what was really beau- 
tiful; but, in confequence of his prejudice 
againft the French mufic, he teftified his 
furprize when he heard this artift, who, 
he faid, had caught the Italian tafte fo 
well. It wasin vain for Duport to af- 
fure him, that his tafte wasthe tafte of 
Paris, where he had learned his art, and 
that his mafter was a Frenchman, who 
had never been in Italy, In order to con- 
vince him he was obliged to play even 
fome ballads, and the King was much 
aftonifhed to find that he received fo great 
pleafure from things which had been 
before reprefented to him as ridiculous 


In his youth he had a particular 
fondnefs for apes, to which he gave 
the names of his father’s counfellors, 
or of the officers of his court. 


One day, one of thefe four-legged coun- 
fellors having hid itfelf, Frederick, who 
had fought every where for it, not find- 
ing it in his apartment, thought that it 
might be in the next one, and opening 
the door, called out aloud, ** Mr. Coun- 
** fellor, Mr. Counfellor, where the deuce 
‘* are youthen?’? A real counfellor of 
his father, who happened to be there, 
imagining that he was called by the Prince, 
advanced towards him, upon which Fre- 
@crick 
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@erick faid, ‘* Come forward, come for- 
«ward, Sir, it is all the fame thing.”* 

A manufaéturer having ruined Himfetf 
by attempting to form a new eftablith- 
ment, which had not been fupported as 
it ought to have been, fevenped himfelf 
by bitter com Jaints. ** How much has 
“© he loft?” faid the King. ‘* Twenty thou- 
** fand crowns,”’ replied fome one. ‘ For 
“a like fum, added Frederick, he may 
** fay agreat deal more.” 


Would it not have been more be- 
coming in this great King, to have 
repaired the lofs of the poc* manufac- 
turer, thanto have made merry with 
his misfortune ? 


In a review at Potfdam, the King be- 
ing defirous of occupying with his atten- 
dants a imall eminence, upon which fome 
fattlers had ereéted tents for the fale of 
provifions, the latter thought proper 49 
difputethe ground with his Majefly, con- 
tending that it was the moft convenient for 
their;bulinels ; that in confequence of this, 
they had paid himthe full dues for their 
right, and that he could fee.his pup- 
pets move about, in any other place as 


BRITISH 


Lerrers on Stavery. By William 
Dickfon, formerly private Secretary to 
the late Hon, Edaward Hey, Governor 
of Barbadces. To which are added, 
Addreffes to the Whites and tothe free 
Negroes of Barbadoes ; and Accounts 
of fume Negroes eminent for their Vir- 
tues and Abilities. 178g. 8vo. Phil- 
lips, 3s. 6d. 


Ta period likethe prefent, when 

the abolition of the flave trade 
isa meafure ftrongly urged by the 
advocates for juftice, humanity, and 
benevolence, and as ftrenuouily op- 
pofed by thofe who are blinded by 
fordid intereft, every information on 
the fubjeét muft be highly interefting 
to the public. Among the virtuous 
part of mankind, there can. be only 
one opinion refpecting this traffic of the 
human fpecies,and that is,that it ought 
to be abolifhed; or, at leaft, that fuch 
regulations fhould be eftablifhed in ir 
as may render the fituation of thofe 
: Vou, I, 


Review of New Publications. 





281 


well as in that. Some expreffions which 
the King made ufe of, having offended 
thefe /adies, they addreffed him in terms 
fo full of energy, that he thought proper 
to retire; faying to his officers, ‘* Is it 
** not very ftrange that I can command 
‘* the motions of fo many thoufands of 
“* men, and yet muft give way to two 
‘* ftrumpets ?”? 


It is well known. that in his laft ill- 
nefs he fent: for Dr. Zimmerman, 
with whom he converfed more upon 
literature than on his diforder. 

Among other things, he afked him, 
how many men he had killed in the 
courfe of his life. “* Not fo many as 
* your Majefty,” replied the modern 
Efeulapius, “* and with much lefs 
** glory.” 

he’ anecdotes contained in this 
{mall volume will make a confider- 
able addition to thofe already colleGed, 
refpedting the private and public life of 
Frederick, and will, no doubt, afford 
confiderable amufement to thofe who 
are fond of novelty. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


unhappy wretches, who are the ob- 
ject of it, more comfortable than it 
hath hitherto been. To contribute 
towards this defirable end, many 
writers of refpectable abilities have 
ftepped forth, and amongft thefe, we 
mutt clafs the author of the prefent 
work, which undoubtedly deferves 
the greater attention, as Mr. Dickfon 
refided feveral years in the Weft In- 
dies, and was an eye witnefs of many 
of thofe facts which he relates. The 
reflections of a man of found judg- 
ment ought always to be diitinguifh- 
ed from the crude and indigefted ef- 
fufions of prejudice and ignorance. 
As we confider thefe letters in the 
former point of view, we are confi- 
dent they will prove of effential fer- 
vice to that caufe in the fupport of 
which they are written. he au- 
thor’s motives for undertaking this 
work may be colle&ed from his own 
words, .in the fecond letter. 
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Of all the prejudices that ever blinded 
mankind, that which leads our African 
Traders and our Weft Indian Colonifts to 
imagine that they ought to be the fove- 
reign arbiters of the liberties and the lives 
of the enflaved Negroes, is one of the moft 
monftrous and abfurd—a prejudice pecu- 
liarly repugnant, if not in fome degree 
dangerous to the conititution of this free 
country. 

Such ufurped powers, it was eafy to 
forefee, would be fupported with a per- 
feveranee proportioned to their feeming 
importance, and to the degree in which 
they appear to affect the interefts of the 
flave-merchants, and of that ufeful, and, 
on feveral accounts, refpectable clafs of 
men, the Weft Indian Planters. When 
the interefts of men are engaged, their 
paffions will not long remain neuter. 
Hence it is altogether impoffible to write 
againft the African trade, or the Weft In- 
dian bondage, without inducing cenfure 
or provoking tefentment, if not perfecu- 
tion. 1 contefs, therefore, that I fhould 
fcarcely have taken upon me to commu- 
nicate to you, and, through you, to the 
public, the little knowledge of this dif- 
agreeable fubjeé of which I am poffeffed, 
had not J, in common with every man 
who has refided in the Weft Indies, been 
publicly and carneftly requefted by the 
friends of humanity, and urged by the 
apologifts, efpecially bythe anonymous apo 
logifts, for flavery, to publifh what I 
know of the treatment of the flaves in that 
part of the world 

In fupport of a bad caufe, bold and ad- 
venturous affertion will often fupply the 
place of fact ; particular truths will be 
magnified into univerfal propofitions, and 
plaufible fophiltry will affume the gait, 
and ufurp the throne of reafon, I should 
have continued to view fuch artifices with 
fecret indignation, had not a_ writer, 
who has aflumed the fignature of Civvs, in 
the Morning Chronicle of the sth, been 
fo infufferably peremptory in his langu- 
age, that I refolved, atall events, that he 
fhould not pafs unnoticed. This writer 
appears to me to poflefs, and if he be 
the perfon 1 fufpect, I may fay, I know 
he pofleifes, talents worthy of better em- 
ployment thar writing in anewlpaper in 
favor of flavery. I am ready to allow 
the perfon I allude to a great degree of 
perfonal worth in every other particular, 
and am willing to make ample allowance 
for his prejudices. It would give me 
great pain, if any unneceflary exprefion 
should drop from my: pen which might 

exfonally hart him or any of his frends. 
Hs after all, Tam perhaps miftaken in 
my conjeétures. Alli know, with cer- 
tainty, 1s, that the language of Cres is 
iddecent, and fuch as if direfted to, ox 
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obliquely aimed at me, I would in ne 
fituation bear. I muft obferve too, that the 
prefent letters are not intended asa formal 
anfwér to his piece, which may be faid 
to be the occafon, rather than the caufe 
of their appearance; and that, whoever 
he be, I fhall cake no farther notice of 
him, unlefs he fhould chvofe, in propria 
perfona, to controvert any of the /adts 
which I {hall mention, as having fallen 
within my own immediate obfervation, 

Another writer, in the above ufeful 
and well conduéted paper, who figns 
himfelf A Friend to Mankind, ‘had afferted, 
that he kn#v an inftance of a Negro hav- 
ing been ftabbed to death by a white man, 
in one of the principal towns in a certain 
ifland; and thatthe perpetrator of the deed 
efcaped with impunity. This, if I right- 
ly remember, is the purport of that 
writer’s aflertion, It correfponds fo very 
exaftly with one deed which was com- 
mitted, while I refided in the ifland of Bare 
badoes, that, calling to mind the freedom 
with which, while there, I have often 
treated the fubjeét of flavery, and that, 
though 1 had it in my power, I never 
did enflave, or contribute to enflave a fele 
low-creature, 1 have reafon to think, 
that fome of my Barbadian friends will 
fufpeét me to be the perfon who figns 
himfelf 4 Friend to Mankind. For their 
fatisfaction, and to free myfelf from the 
odium of having officioufly meddled in 
this bufinefs, I think proper to declare, 
that I am, neither direétly or indirettly, 
concerned in the picce which bears that 
fignature. If I had written fuch a piece, 
I thould certainly have made choice of 
fome faét which {cll more immediately 
within my own knowledge, and where 
would have been the impropriety of fuch 
a ftep ? But, fince Crz75 calls fo very loud- 
ly for names, I will tell him, that, fome 
years ago, one Fentham fones ran a ne- 
gro through the body with a bayonet, 
in Spetghts-town, Barbadoes. "the negro 
was the property of the deceafed FJofeph 
Harris, Efq. of the fame town. Whether 
Jones was convitt: d or not, and fined for 
the deed, I do not at prefent recollect. 
Certain itis, he died in his bed ; and yet, 
for aught I know, the law, as it now 
fiands, might have been fatisfied. 

As I did uot fee this deed perpetrated, 
I mull reft it on the geucral, uncontra- 
didted report of the town where it hap- 
pened. Since, by having been, in fome 
meafure, compelled to publifh it, I have 
been dragged into a controverly, which, 
but for the rooted prejudices and the ap- 
parent intercfts of men, could never have 
been a controverfy at a}}, I thal! proceed 
to delineate the prefeut ftate of flavery in 
Barbadoes, with frecdom, but with im- 
partiality. 2 fhall aftcywards. selate 
jome 
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fome facts, fimilarto that above menti- 
oned, interfperfing and adding fuch rea- 
fonings, as the fubjeét, on which a great 
deal yet remains to be faid, may appear 
to fuggeft, or which a contracted plan 
will allow. 


That the fituation of the negroes, 
when they are fo fortunate as to fall 
into the hands of mafters, whofe con- 
duct is regulated by the principles of 
humanity and juftice, is as comfort- 
able as the nature of their ftate will 
admit, is a faét which cannot be de- 
nied ; but upon the other hand, it is 
an, undoubted truth, that the reverfe 
is too often the cafe. Many of the 
owners of plantations are obliged to 
be abfent from them; fome refide in 
England, and asthe care of them is 
then entrufted to people, who are fome- 
times poffefled of very little prin- 
ciple, the flaves are treated with the 
greateft cruelty, and are often punith- 
ed with the moft brutal feverity, for 
the moft trifling faults. Speaking of 
their punifhments, the author fays, 


In St. Kitt’s, according to Mr. Ram- 
fay, they punith with a cart-whip. The 
intrument of correGtion commonly ufed 
in Barbadoes, is called a cow-/Kin, with- 
out which a negro driver would no more 
think of going into the field, than a coach- 
man in England would think of fetting 
out on a journey without his whip. It 
is compofed of leathern thongs, platted 
in the common way, and tapers from the 
end of the handle (within which is a {hort 
bit of wood) to the point, which is fur- 
nifhed with a lath of fulk-grafs, hard plat- 
ted and knotted, like that of a horfe- 
whip, but thicker. Its form gives it 
fome degree of elafticity towards the 
handle; and, when ufed with /verity, 
(which is far from being always the cafe) 
it tears the flcth, and brings blood at 
every ftroke. The law has limited the 
number of lafhesto forty, or rather, forty 
fave one, which, if infli€ed by an unfeel- 
ing hand, is a very fevere punifhment ; 
more fevere, perhaps, though lefs tedious, 
than two hundred from the cat-o-nine 
tails ufed inthe army. Nine and thitty 
Jafhes are very feldom, I may fay never, 
ordered by magiftrates, unlefs for crimes 
which really da deferve fuch rigour, and 
which in this country would often be 
punifhed with the gallows; or, for fla- 
grant infults to white men, which feldom 
efcape cither public punifhment or pri- 
wate revenge. Owners very fcldom go 
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fo far, ina regular way. But, Sir, pu- 
nifhment is not always regular. F7ts of 
paffion, to which even good owners are 
fubjeét, difdain the reftraints of law, of 
humanity, and of interctt. Intoxication, 
ill-nature, aud revenge, declare open was 
againft humanity. In fuch cafes, no 
trouble is taken to count the ftripes; but 
they are laid on furioufly, and indifcri- 
minately, over all the body, the face, 
and the naked breafts of the women 
fometimes not excepted, Then it is, that 
tyranny rages, without controul, Thea 
it is, that the law fhould wreft the in- 
flrument of oppreffionfrom a hand which 
is no longer capable of ufing it with mo- 
deration. The law fhould do more, Sir: 
it fhould make the tyrant tremble, it 
fhould make him /ufer, for daring to 
debafe a man far beneath the condition of 
a brute! ! 

Suppuration is always, and, in wet 
weather efpecially, convulfions are fome- 
times the confequence of a feve7e flogging; 
and the cicatrices of the wounds form 
large wheales,whichthe wretches carry to 
their graves. The backs and pofteriors 
of many of the flaves, of both fexes, 
which are often covered with fuch wheales, 
are melancholy proofs of the feverity of 
their owners and managers. TI have feen 
both men and women, at their field la- 
bor, lacerated with the recent or fup- 
purating wourds of the cow-{kin. Some 
few work with a chain faftened round 
both ancles, which, from its length, they 
are obliged to tuck up, to enable them 
to walk, others have a chain locked, or 
an iron collar, with proje@ting prongs, 
riveted round the neck; others a deot, or 
ring of broad bar-iron hammered round 
one ancle; and thofe whofe labour is 
nearly ftationary, are chained to a 56 Ib. 
weight, or a log of wood, Thefe lait, 
with whipping, confinement in the dun- 
geon, fetters or ftocks, are the common 
punifhments inflied on runaways. But, 
on feveral plantations, they are not often 
incurred or inflicted. 


In another place, Mr. Dickfon 
tells us, that 


Many of the poor whites are dilpofed 
to take, and too many of them do take, 
every advantage over the negroes which 
the laws leave in their power. Some of 
them too much depend for a fubfiftence 
on robbing the flaves of, or, at leaft, take 
ing, at their own prices, the trifling com- 
modities the poor things may be carryin 
to market, or, by feizing, and ‘legally cons 
verting to their own ufe, articles of greater 
value which the flaves may have purloin- 
ed from their owners. Should a flave 
truggle, as he often will, to retain the 
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difputed article, a beating is fometimes 
added to the robbery, as it is juitly cal- 
Jed, by the better fort of people. For 
fuch ufage the party injured has.no re- 
drefs, for he often dares not complain to 
his owner, and, when he does, the faét 
remains to be proved. Thus a poor field- 
hegro, after haying travelled eight orten 
miles, on Sunday, is frequently robbed 
by fome town-plunderer, within a fhort 
diftance of his (or her) market, and re- 
turns home, fatigued by the journey, and 
chagrined from having loft a precious 
day’s labour, and, perhaps, the fruits of 
his addreis, on the foregoing night. To 
me it has often been matter of altonifh- 
ment, that white men are fo feldom 
knocked on the head, in confequence of 
injuries fo intolerable. I have heard both 
owners and managers regret that flaves are 
fo much in the power of ill-difpoled 
whites, in this very refpeé, and hu- 
manely confider the theft of a few canes, 
a bottom of fugar, &c. as a venial kind of 
trefpafs,which they were often to expeét ; 
adding, that even when the article ftolen 
was more confiderable, as a pot of fugar, 
a jar of rum or melaffes, &c. they much 
yather wifhed that the flave fhould have 
the ufe of it, than a worthlefs white 
man. 1 am inclined to think that this 
is almoft the only evil which the flaves 
jn Barbadoes fuffer ina greater degree, 
than thofe in the other iflands, owing to 
the greater number of poor whites with 
which that ifland abounds: ner do I fee 
how on the prefent fyftem of things, this 
fore grievance can be remedied. 


After having given a very full and 
copious account of the manner in 
which the flaves are treated in the 
Tfland of Barhadoes, and related fe- 
veral ftriking inftances of cruelty and 
barbarity, exercifed againft them by 
European defpots, our author pro- 
ceeds to confider that important 
gueftion which has employed the pens 
of feveral eminent philofophers, re- 
fpeGiing the alledged inferiority of 
the negroes, in point of mental ca- 
pacity ; an inferiority which has no 
exiftence, but in the ideas of pre- 
tended philofophers, or of thofe who 
with to find out fome fpecious pre- 
text for carrying ona trade, which 
reafon, juftice, and religion mutt con- 
demn. We have many inflances of 
the ingenuity and acutenefy of the 
blacks, and had they the fame oppor- 
tunities, there is not the leaft doubt, 
that they would not be inferior in the 
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arts and mechanics to the whites. 
The following obfervations may in 
fome meature ferve to prove the truth 
of this aflertion, 


It cannot be denied that the negroes, 
»when er to a trade which happens to 
coincide.with the bent of their genius, 
become as.good, and, fometimes, better 
artificers, than white men. I have feen 
aw hite carpenter drudging with the faw, 
jacking-plane, &c. and who could not 
lay off his work properly, while a black 
one Was employed in making pannel- 
doors, fafh-windows, &c. I have kiown 
the carpgnter’s work of a gavd houfe of 
twoitories, with a pavillion-roof, king- 
potts, &c, planned aid conduéted by a 
black carpenter. On the doors of fome of 
the negro huts, 1 have obferyved wooden 
locks, at once fimple and. well contrived, 
and which it was impoflible to open, 
without the wooden key, which had two 
or three fquare, palifhed prominencies, 
adapted to the internal parts of the lock, 
which I have alfo feen, bat it cannot be 
explained without a model. In the 
learned Dr. Burney’s Hiftory of Mufic, 
there are figures of feveral ancient muiical 
inftruments, by acomparifon with which, 
the banjay or coromantin drum would 
lofe nothing, This lJaft is a moft ear- 
piercing inftrument; but, being prohi- 
bited, is but feldam ufed, by the ne- 
groes, in Barbadoes. The black mufici- 
ans, however, have fubftituted,in its place, 
a common earthen jar, on beating the 
aperture of which, with the extended 
palms of their hands, it emits a hollow 
found, refembling the more animating 
note of the drum. As filver-{miths 
and watch-makers, the negroes fhew no 
want of genius. I have employed a 
black watch-maker who was inftructed in 
the art by a moft ingenious mechanic 
and natural philofo; her, in Bridge-town, 
That worthy perfon (now deceafed) was 
bred a mathematical inftrument-maker, 
in London; and I knew him to bea per- 
fon of too ftrié& probity to have put 
people's watches into improper hands, 
———But, without enumerating fuch in- 
flances I might, at once, have appealed 
for a proof of African ingenuity, to the 
fabric and colours of the Guinea cloths, 
which moit people mut have feen,———— 
By the word mechanic is generally meant 
a perfon who makes but little ufe of his 
rational faculty ; but it muff be remem- 
bered that mechanical contrivance is one 
of the higheit departments of rea‘on. 
Nor can this be otherwile; fince, the 
{cience of mechanics depends entirely 
on mathematics, and hath exercifed the 
genius of an Archimedes, of a Galilxo, 
of an Emerfon, of a M‘Laurin, and, above 
al] 





















































all, of that great ornament of this ifland, 
and of the human {pecies, the immortal 
Newton. 

The fondnefs of the negroes for mufic, 
and the proficiency they fometimes make 
in it, with little or no inftruétion, is too 
well known to need {upport, from par- 
ticular inftances. This their tafte for me- 
lody and harmony, if it does not demon- 
ftrate their rationality, ought, at leaft, to 
be. admitted,as an argument in proving 
theit Aumanity—The fame may be {aid of 
their patriotif, a principle which glows 
in their bofoms, with an arder which 
does’ them hohor, That man mult’ be 
callous; indeed, who can remain an in- 
different {pe¢iator of a mcéting of two 
poor Africans, who may have been drag- 
ged from the fame diftri& of their dear 
native land. On fuch occafions, after all 
—_ had got fairly on their centers, I 

ave affected to enquire inté the caufe 
of their emotion, and have generally been 
anfwered by another queftion, expreffive 
of extreme aftonifhment, that I fhould be 
ignorant of it: * Kai! we no countérymen, 
Maffa 2’. One of Voltaire’s marks of the 
fuperiority of the lroquois and Algon- 
qguins over thofe whom he affeés to call 
European favages, is, that the former 
have a country, and that they love and 
revere that country, which he, too fe- 
verely, perhaps, infinuates the latter do 
not. If this be a juft criterion, then are 
the Africans inferior to no nation upon 
earth, 


I have heard the negro chaplain of a 
black corps preach to a large audience 
of whites and blacks. Though his dia- 
lect was, by no means, good; yet the 
weight of his arguments, and the native, 
untaught energy of his delivery were fuch 
as to command attention, and to repref{s 
ridizule. He had a colleague who gave 
out a hymn (I think from Watts) and 
prayed extempore. His dialeé& was even 
worfe than that of the preacher ; but his 
prayer was fuch as would have rendered 
laughter criminal, efpecially when he 
implored the Almighty Father of Mer- 
cies, with tears, to behold, with an eye 
of pity, the deplorable ignorance and de- 
bafement of his countrymen.—A_ black 
teacher, who is employed by {feveral 
white families in Bridge-town, writes a 
variety of hands very elegantly, I donot 
fay that this implies any great ftrength 
of reafon ; but it implies a talte for the 
beauty arifing from the combinatian of 
flowing lines and accurate proportions, a 
faculty very nearly allied to reafon, Yet 
more: he teaches Englith and arithmetic; 
and, I believe, affiftsa certain able geo- 
metrician and worthy man in inftruéting 
the pretended fuperior race, in mathe- 
Watics, Above all, he hag the reputati- 
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on of being an honeft man, and a humbie 
fincere Chiriftian. 

To thefe inflances of African capacity, 
I fhall add two remarkable ones, * Wani- 
‘ edto purchafe, two negro carpenters, 
© one of which mutt be able to carry on ba 
‘ finefs by himfel},’ &c. Barbadoes Ga 
vette; March 1ft, 1786. ‘ To be fold, 
*‘ two valuable negro carpenters, one of 
© which is acompleat wheel-wright, WINDe 
‘mainte and houfe carpenter,’ &c. ‘Bar- 
badoes Mercury, O&. aift, 1786. Woufd 
not an European carpenter who could, 
with any propriety, be faid to be compleat 
in thefe three branches, be accounted ra- 
ther an ingenious man? 

Of nine negro fhip-carpenters, now in 
his Majefty’s yard at Antigua, three can 
read very well, four read in the bible, 
and two in the fpelling-book, 

I lately faw a iection of the ftrata of 
a mine in Scotland, which was leid 
down by the proprictor’s black fervant, 
who is very iwgenious in other refpects, 
and intirely felf-taught. Among other 
arts, he’ excells in turnery. He plays on 
a very meat pair of bag-pipes which he 
himfelf made. They are tipt at the ends 
with common bone. 

Doétor Barton tells me, that he was 
informed by a gentleman on whofe vera- 
city he could depend, that the beft phy- 
fician now tn N. Orleans, is a Guinea 
negro, who gives a rational account of 
his practice, according to the reigning 
theories. Anthony Benézet, author of aa 
account of Guinea, devoted much of his 
time and his whole fortune to the elta- 
blithment of a negro fchool in Piiladel- 
phia, What worthy perfon declared, m 
Doétor Barton’s hearing, that, were he 
to make a compariton between the gent- 
us of the Europeans, and the Africans, 
it would be rather in favour of the 
latter. 

To the Latin Ode of Francis Williams, 
* Denique venturum, fatis volventibus, 
‘annum,’ &c. the beaut?! poetical 
pieces of Phillis Wheatley, and the letters 
of Ignatius Sancho, we appeal for ipe- 
cimens of African Iiterature.—Have their 
calumniators obliged the literary world 
with any fuch fpecimens ? 





In the latter part of this volume, 
the author makes fome general obfer- 
vations on the African flave-trade, 
and gives an account from the bet 
authorities, of the fituation cf the 
negroes, in the Ifland of Jamaica, 
where they are treated, he thinks, 
with much more feverity than in 
Barbadeé3. As want of room will 
hot permit us to make farther ex- 
tracts, 
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tracts, we muft refer our readers to 
the work itfelf, in which we are of 
opinion, they will find enough to 
convince them of the neceflity of 
making at leaft fome falutary regu- 
lations in the flave trade, and for 


reftraining the arbitrary power of 
the planters. 


A Few Osservations concerning 
thofe Things which are probable, or in 
Some meafure afcertained, relative to 
the Hiftory and Cure of the Plague. 
By William Henderfon, M. D. 
Member of the Royal Medical Society, 
Edinburgh. Murray, 1789. 13. 6d. 


F the above title befpeaks a degree 

of modefty in the author, the 

work itfelf does not lefs entitle him 
to that epithet. 

In the preface, he briefly ftates, 
that having had an opportunity of 
feeing and agrrmeg, Ser facts re- 
lative to the plague, he wifhes to give 
the general refult of his enquiries to 
the public,in as few words as poflible. 
‘The work itfelf opens by a few hints 
on the fpecific natare of the plague, 
the definition of which, however, is 
referved to the defcription of the dif- 
eafe, and is for the moft part fimilar 
to ydenham’s; viz. a contagious 
difeafe, the moft acute of all others, 
fometimes proving fatal on the firft 
or fecond day, not terminating like 
other putrid or malignant difeafes by 
perfpiration or loofenefs, but by tu- 
mors that tend to fuppuration. 

On the caufes of this difeafe, the 
author expreffes his doubt of all the 
fources to which writers have afcribed 
it, except the application of contagi- 
ous matter. But even here, though 
his arguments may be thought con- 
clufive, he choofes rather to adopt the 
language of doubt, than run the rik 
of hazarding too bold an affertion. 


If any of thefe caufes are admitted as 
capable of producing the plague, they 
muft be fuppofed to operate under fuch 
limitations as confine their effeéts to par- 
ticular individuals only, in a manner 
which it is not eafy to underftand ; for it 
is very certain, that they do not produce 


Review of New Publications: 


the fame effet upon the greater number 
of individuals, who are equally expofed 
to the influence of the fame caufes, 


Under this head we meet with 
many 6feful obfervations on the man- 
ner in which the contagion fpreads,the 
beft means of preventing, and the un- 
reafonablenefs of fome apprehenfions 
that have been entertained concern- 
ing it. The following obfervations 
on the mercantile arrangements of 
Great Britain, refpecting the plague, 
as they are founded on faéts of which 
our author was witnefs, are particu- 
larly deferving of notice. 


The contagion has often been carried to 

a great diftance, by the medium of goods 
and merchandize exported from places 
where the plague has prevailed) Many 
articles of manufaétured futis, and of the 
raw materials, have been thought capable 
of retaining this infection. IL am not 
able to {peak explicitly concerning all of 
them ; it is, however, very certain, from 
the experience of all the European na- 
tions, that the danger from the greater 
aumber is very inconfiderable. Such ar- 
ticles as are expofed to be much handled, 
or laid upon by infeéted perfons, are no 
doubt the moft dangerous. Of thefe, 
carpets, bourdets, towels, handkerchiefs, 
and embroidered ttuffs of Turkifh manue 
facture, night caps, ftockings, and many 
other {maller articles, may be moft ful- 
pected. And of the re matcrials, 
cotton, wool, fiax, hair, filk, leather, 
fponge, feathers, and furs, have all at 
times been aceufed of communicating the 
contagion, But ia many cafes, perhaps, 
the covering and packages of the goods 
are more to be fufpe&ted than the goods 
themfelves. The various articles of ma- 
nufatture are generally prepared by per- 
fons in health, and kept clean for the 
purpofes of fale. The different materials 
which are exported in an unmanufactured 
flate, are alfo collected and prepared by 
erfons in health, and for the moft part 
in fuch a manner and quality, that there 
is very little rifk of any infeétion being 
communicated to them. For, if this were 
not the cafe, there are no precautions now 
taken by the civil police of any nation, 
which appear to me to be fufhcient to 
purify many of the articles from infeétion. 
Sir James Porter, who feems to have en- 
tertained the fame opinion, {peaks of the 
difficulty there is of admitting the air fo 
freely as to purify the inmoft receffes of a 
fack of cotton ; and afferts, that the plague 
has 
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has never been brought immediately from 
Turkey to England. By the regulations 
now in force with regard to the shipping 
of goods from Turkey, no Englith veffel 
can receive any on board, after twenty- 
fours have elapfed from the time that the 
firft accident, or death by the plague has 
been declared by the Conful; but during 
that time, many of the ships complete 
the greater part of their cargoes, in order 
to avoid the neceflity of waiting for forty 
days, after the plague hascealed, before 
they can take on board any more goods, 
and receive a clean bill of health. Nor 
is the liberty that is allowed in this ref- 
pect fo reprehenfible, as it might at firft 
fight appear to be: for the goods which 
are then fhipped, are taken from the 
ftores of the merchant or faétor, who 
receives them for the moft part without 
any information or enquiry, whether the 
plague has prevailed at the places they 
come from or not; fo that there can be 
no danger from the goods, on account of 
the plague being at the place from which 
they are shipped, provided the perfons 
who are employed in moving them are in 
good health. The Dutch are fo fenfible 
of this, that they altogether neglect this 
and many other precautions, which are 
by our regulations rendered neceffary. 
The beft general proof of the goods being 
free from infeétion, is the healthinefs ot 
thofe employed in removing them from 
the merchants’ ftores and ftowing them 
in the fhips, and the feamen continuing 
healthy during the remaining part of the 
voyage. Nor does it appear, unlefs the 
general cleanlinefs and foundnefs of the 
goods themfelves are taken into confider- 
ation, that there is any other criterion of 
their being free from infection, than the 
healthinefs of the perfons employed a- 
bout them ; and though feveral have been 
very humanely propofed by the learned 
Dr.Mead and others, yet none have as yet 
been approved by experience. The {maller 
articles of private ftock, purchafed by 
the matters or feamen, are often, I am 
perfuaded, more liable to be contami- 
nated with the infection, than the grofler 
articles of the cargoe ; and a due exami- 
nation of thefe is often more neceflary, 


There are many other valuable ob- 
fervations in this part of the work ; 
but we are of opinion that the 
author fhould have given us fome 
facts, on which he founds his theory’, 
** that perfumes have not only a {trong 
attractive power for the different prin- 
ciples of the acmofphere, but are alfo 
apt to combine with, and te convey 
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the noxious effluvia of the body to a 
much greater diftance than it could 
be conveyed without fuch combina- 
tion.” We cannot help thinking, 
if fuch combinations do take place, 
as 2 decompofitio:: muft happen at the 
fame time, much lefs is to 7 appre~ 
hended from the contagious matter 
than in its origina} ftate. 

In the account of the effeéts pro- 
duced by contagion, the author with 
much propriety, dwells more on the 
particular ftate of the atmofphere, 
and general health of the fubjett at 
the time the infeétion is taken, than 
the quantity of contagious matter ap- 
plied. The fymptoms which fhew that 
the contagion has taken effeét are accu- 
rately and largely defcribed ; the va- 
rious appearances of the difeafe are 
well marked; and the prognofis is 
traced with a degree of caution, that 
fhews an attentive obferver of fats, 
and a decent regard to general opini- 
on, without an indolent acquiefcence 
in it. 

On the fubje& of the cure, we 
can only follow our author, without 
venturing to oppofe our opinion.— 
We fhall only fay, we are much better 
pleafed with the cautions given againft 
the ufe of emetics under certain cafes, 
than the general direétion for their 
exhibition. Nor can we readily fub- 
fcribe to his theory in favor of pur- 
gatives. 


An open belly will, perhaps, be found 

to be as ufeful in the plague, as it is im 
general found to be inall febrile difcafes. 
For in that difeafe alfo, there often is a 
burning fenfation of heat, and general 
erythifm, ot fome degree of conttri¢tion 
of the fkin, which prevents a due exhala- 
tion from the furface of the body, and 
occafions a congeition of humors in the 
internal parts, which is to be relieved 
chiefly by the ufe of clyflers or Jaxatives, 
and of cooling and demulcent drinks.—- 
In other cafes alfo, wnen trom the gene- 
ral debility and oppreflion of the nervous 
fyftem which prevails, the furtace of the 
body is left in a flabby and relaxed ftate, 
with a cold and clammy teel, the humors 
not being propelled with futhcient force 
to the furface of the body, the congeition 
on the internal parts, arifing trom the 
weakaels and the waequal diitribution of 
the 
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the Quids, is likewife relieved by the ufe 
of laxatives, when affilted by the ule of 
a cordial regimen and medicines—the 
Rupor, infenfibility and delirium, being 
ip general alfo relicved by fuch treatment. 


We fhall not take upon ourfelves to 
canvafs the long received opinion, 
that in all fevers it is neceflary that 
the patient fhould have at leait one 
evacuation a day ; nor-does it become 
us to doubt the advantages the author 
may have found from laxatives, where 
the ftomach would admit of a free 
ufe of cordials ; but we neither con- 
ceive that the heat and conflriction 
of the kin is occafioned by a congef- 
tion of humors in the internal parts, 
which is to be relieved chiefly by 
laxatives, nor that the general op- 
preflion of the nervous fyitem arifes 
from the humors not being propelled 
with fufficient force to the furface of 
the body. Thefe, however, are mere 
opinions. If the author has found 
advantage from his practice, we are 
much obliged to him for the commu- 
nication ; and having no fa¢ts to op- 
pole to his, we muft acknowledge 
eurfelves incompetent to judge. 

The author concludes this part of 
his work with many valuable practical 
yemarks, and an account of the re- 
medies he found moft generally ufeful. 
There is alfo fubjoined an account of 
the various eflablifhed modes of treat- 
ing the plague, unconnetted with me- 
dical theory or reafoning, Thefe are 
among the facis phyfical writers 
fhould be attentive to, for though it 
muft be admitted that many’ of the 
empirical methods owe their celebrity 
to nothing more than ufage, and often 
without duccefs ; yet if a majority of 
fubjetts recover under them, it fhould 
at leaft teach us the neceflity of a 
candid enquiry, how far our own 
faccefs fhould be attributed to favor 
ite remedies, or the curative opera- 
tions of nature. 

Upon the whole, we cannot but 
confider this publication as a valuable 
addition to our itock of medical facis, 
and as replete with judicious obierva- 
tions, 
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Apversity, or the Tears of Bets 
TANNIA; @ Poem, by a Lady, 
White and Son, 178g. 2s. 


N this poem there are confidera- 

ble blemifhes; but we mutt at 
the fame time allow that there are 
ries pales in it which difplay no 
inconfiderable fhare of poetical ta- 
lents. The following lines, in which 
Britannia deplores the lofs of an un- 
fortunate fon, may ferve as a proof, 


Mv André can I ceafe to mourn! 

By A——4d’s treach’ry from me torn; 
The paffing gale fhall catch my fighs, 
And waft them where my André lics : 
There hoy’ring o’er his hallowed bier, 
They’ll filent fall in pity’s tear. 

Oh ! there I would a column raife, 
Te tell the tale to future days. 


Speaking of the influence of eaftern 
climes, the fair authorefs fays, 


Scorching beneath the eaftern ray 
That fhines intenfe from day to day; 
When men continue there too iong, 
The nervous fyflem is unftrung ; 
And may not principles, like wax, 
Expoted to Afian climes, relax ? 


Thefe are not the only inftances 
which could be given. We fhall fe- 
le&t one more, it alludes to the late 
unfortunate fituation of a beloved 
Sovereign. 


Lamented K—g! to all how doubly dear ! 

When thy griev’d fubjeéts dread thy dan- 
ger near; 

’Tis then the value of each bieffing’s 
known, 

When doubtful is the dear poffeifion 
grown. 

Thy gentle Charlotte, the alone muft bear 

Griefs of her own, a nation cannot share. 

Soothe the fad confli&,O! ye powers above, 

Reftore the partner of her faithful love. 


The little regard which in this poem 
is paid to poetical quantity, disfigures 
it much, and in our opinion is one of 
its greateft faults. We would there- 
fore advife Eliza, when fhe again 
takes up her pen, to fubmit het per- 
formance to the infpection of fome 
critical friend, who may be able to 
point ouv her esrors, 


POETRY. 
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Thus refign’d and quiet, creep 
To thy bed of lafting fleep, 


WarttentnanHermitace atNitue Sleep, whence thou thalt ne’er awake, 


SIDE, IN SCOTLAND. 


THOU, whom chance may’ft hither 


lead, 
Be thou clad in ruffet weed, 
Be thou deckt in filken ftole, 
Grave thefe counfels on thy foul. 
Life is but a day at moit, 
Sprung from night, in darknefs loft; 
Day how rapid in its flight ! 
Day—how tew mutt {ee the night ! 
Hope not fun-fhine every hgur, 
Fear not clouds will always laur. 


As youth and love with fprightly dance, 


Beneath thy morning fun advance, 
Pleafure with her firen-air, 

May delude the thoughtlefs pair ; 
Let Heaven blefs enjoyments cup, 
‘Yhen raptur’d fip and fip it up, 

As thy day grows warm and high, 
Life’s meridian flaming nigh. 

Doft thou fpurn the humble vale ? 


Night where dawn fhall never break, 
Till future life the good reftore 

To light and joy unknown before, 
Stranger go! Heaven be thy guide! 
Quod the Beadfman on Nith-fide. 


VERS £E 3, 


WRITTEN 1N BROAD SCOTCH, AND AD- 
DRESSED TO RosERT BuRNS, THB 
AIR SHIRE Port.* 


FAIR fa’ you, Robie, canty callan, 
Wha rhym'ft amaift as weel as Allan, 
And pleafeit Highland lads and lawlan, 
Wi your auld gab, 
May never wae come near your dwallin, 
Nor fkaith nor f{cab. 


I’ve read your warks wie muckle glee, 
Auld Lucky Nature there 1 fee, 


kife’s proud fummits wouldft thou Has gi’en you genius like a bee, 


{c ale ? 
Check thy climbing, ftep elate, 
Evils lurk in felon-wait: 
Dangers eagle-pinion’d, bold, 
Soar around each cliffy hold ; 


While chearful peace with linnet-fong, 


Chaunts the lowly dales among. 


When thy fhades of evening clofe, 
Reckoning thee to long repote ; 
As life itfelf becomes difeafe, 
Seek the chimney-nook of eafe. 


There ruminate with fober thought, 
On all thou’ft feen, and -heard, and 


wrought, 


To fuck the flowers, 
Where’er ye gang weel mat ye be, 
Blythe be your hours. 


Let college fumphs glib Horace praife, 
Gie auld blin Homer {till the bays, 
And about Virgil mak a phrafe, 

A gude Scotch tafte 
Prefers your ain untutor’d jays, 

To a’ their beft. 


Let them like gouks auld Latin fpeak, 

And blether out their brak-jaw Greek, 

Tho’ ye was born whare hills are bleak, 
And cauld winds bla, 


And teach the fportive youngfters round, 41.4 tho’ frac buiks nae helps ye feck, 


Saws of experience fage and found ; 
Say, the criterion of their fate, 

Th’ important query of their ftate, 
Is not, art thou high or low ? 
Did thy fortune ebb or flow ? 

Watt thou Cotta ser or King ? 

Peer or peafant ? No fuch thing! 


Tell them, and prefs it on the mjnd, 


As thou thyfelf muft thortly find, 


The fmile or frown of awful Heaven 


To Virtue or to Vice is given. 

Say, to be juft and kind and wife, 
There folid felf-enjoyament lies ; 
That foolith, felfith, faithlefs ways 


Lead to be wretched, vile and bale. 


* Thefe Verfes were publifhed fome time ago ins London 
we haye been favored with a correét copy of them from the author, 
that they will net be unacceptable to gut numerous and re{pedtable 


North. 
Vex. Il, 





Ye ding them a’. 


May indepengence be your lot, 
To gar your mufie frifk and trot, 
And may ye never want a groat 
To drown your carey 
Whan ye puton your Sunday’s coat, 
To rantor fair. 
When lavrocks tune their bonny throats, 
And i’the lift pour forth their notes; 
When bleating ewes firft leaye their cots, 
Aad climb the braes, 
While round her dam each jamie trots, 
Aad irifks and plays, 


Q4 








News Paper; but as 
we. flatter oufelves, 
fubferibers in the 












































¢ 


298 POE. tT BY. 


O! Rob, its pleafant then toftray 

Whare little burnies fleal away, 

And hazles fhield frae Phebus’ ray, 
And mufe and think, 

And while the breefies round ane play, 
Mak verfies clink. 


Aft man—but, ah, thefe days are gane, 
Have I thus ftoited a’ alane, 
Or fat upon a foggy ftane, 
Beneath a brae, 
Whar Philomel has made her mane 
And fung her wae. 


From rural fcenes 1’ve lang been torn, 
And mony a {kelp frae fortune borne, 
Lamenting that of life’s gay morn, 
I’m now bereft, 
I fee nae rofe, but find the thorn 
Alane is left. 


O ! man when years hing o’er the back, 
And bend us like a muckle pack, 
Life then will fcarce be worth a plack, 
For mirth and glee, 
To younger fwankies in a crack, 
Frae us will flee. 


Auld Time, that jinking flippery chiel, 
Ere ‘ang will mak us end our reel, 
And a’ our fire and fpirits queel, 
And quench the low, 
That now within our breafts we feel, 
And bicach our pow. 


Let us the prefent hour then feize, 
And reckon gain what the nieft gies, 
lts vain for what nane o’ us fees, 
Our heads to fafh, 
Or yet to let the warld teize 
Us wi’ its trafh, 


Cou’d I, O! Rob, but brak my tether, 

And ony whare wi’ you forgather, 

I’m fure we’d fouple baith our leather, 
I’d pawn my lugs, 

We’d mak our hearts as light’s a feather, 
Wi’ reaming jugs. 


THE DESPAIR OF SENSIBILITY. 


TO MODERN POETS, 


& True, no meaning puzzles more than wit,” 
Pore. 


MEL sTING monopolift of all that’s dear, 
Of verdant fun-fhine Queen, and 
gay L eap-year; 
With blue-vein’d trip, and figh-compel- 
ling eye, 
Kill me—ah! kill me, Ssnsipivity ! 


Return down envious tear ah! quick 
again 
Ye waving throbs which grace my rofeate 
ain, 

Let cus dear hands, with venom wing 
love’s dart, 

And hang with trophy-pangs my candy’ d 
heart. 

As the loquacious lambkin o’er the lea, 

Singing a kind of fleecy minftrelfy 

Weeps for its Dam, one long year’s mee 
ment gone, 

Wags its poors filial tail, and ftamps a 
moan, 

All but articulates :—— (as who fhould 
fay), 

—‘* For loft mamma, who would notcry 

ba-a-ba-a. 

Like that fond nibbler, I too, o’er the 
mead, 

Curdling in fympathies, and Jo? indecd, 

Weep in foft fires of undulating tears, 

Murmur in love-loft dhs, my blufhing 
fears, 

Left thou wilt not return and ravifh me, 

My fweet, my fweeteft Senfibility. 

All’s loft !—then -come thou gem of green 
defpair, 

Sparkle away Hope’s rofe, or fmile to air: 

Yet, ah! yet,no! itis toolate! I die! 

Adieu! my fenfi—fenfi—bi—li—ty ! !! 


Cambridge. ACADEMICUS, 


PROPER MATERIALS 
FOR A 


M .O N-O-D- Kh 

FL owrets—wreaths—thy banks along— 
Silent eve—th’ accuftom’d fong— 

Silver flipper’d—whilom—lore— 

Druid-—pilgrim—mountain boar— 

Dulcet—eremite—what time— 

( ** Excufe me, here I want a rhyme’’) 

Black-brow’d night — hark!" fereech- 
owls fing— 

Ebon car—and raven’s wing— 

Charnel houfes—lonely dells— 

Glimm’ring tapers— difmal cells— 

Hallow’d haunts—and horrid piles— 

Rofeate hues—and ghaftly {miles 

Solemn fanes—and cypre{fs bow’rs— 

Thunder &orms—and tumbling tow’rs 

Thefe with care together blend ; 


They'll form beginning, middle, end— 


EPITAPHE D’UN PHILOSOPHE, 


Ici git l’égal d’Alexandre, 
Moi, c’efl-a-dire un peu de cendre. 


PARI.TA. 
* Cay a’s. 
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REGIST ER. 


PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Monpay, Fed. 9. 


Tue Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe, and 

moved the order of the day, that the 
Houle do now refolve itfelf into a commit- 
tee. This being agreed to, Mr. Brooke 
Watfon took the hair. 

On reading the claufe for reftri@ing the 
Regent from having any power over the 
perional property of the King, Mr. An- 
ftruther withed to know, as the Prince 
was precluded from all power over the 
perfonal eftate of the King, in whom that 
power was to be velted ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not 
think there was any occafion to propofe 
the queftion. He fuppofed his Majetty had 
already fixed his property in the beit hands, 
and of courfe, he did not fee the nece!- 
fity of Parliamentary interference; he f{up- 

ofed it was in the hands of Truftees. 

Mr. Anftruther replied, that he thought 
the queftion a very proper one; and 
he alfo thought the Houfe of Commons 
would not eviuce that affection which un- 
doubtedly they bore to his Majeity, if 
they did not inform themfelves on the 
fubjeét, and take every fep inthcir pow- 
er to fecure it, 

Hé really thought that it became the 
duty of that Houfe to appoint truftees for 
that purpole, in which the princes of the 
blood, and the judges of the country, iu 
his opinion, ought to be included; but as 
Mr. Anftruther did not infiit on putting 
this as an amendment, the claufe was read 
and agreed to, 

The claufe refpe&ing the houfheld gave 
birth to the next debate. 

Sir James FrfRine conceived, that in con- 
fequence of his Majefty’s indifpofition, 
certain favings might be made in this de- 
partment. 

A long and defultory converfation took 
place on this claufe; the clailification of 
which, Mr. Burke afhrmed, ran counter 
tothe claflification of hisbill (the A@ of 
eltablihment in the 22d of his prefent 
Majelty), which he infilted, deftroved the 
object of that bill, the good effects of 
which had been fo amply experienced. 
Mr. Burke then entered into the principles 
of his bill, in order to fhew that the 
claffes in that a were difpofed in fuch a 
manner, as to render the economic ob- 


je& of it cifectual, becaule it left a power 


in the Commiffioners of the Treafury to 
watch over, and to check extravagance 
and profufenefs, in each of the fix claffes 
below; but this claufe took away that 
power. In his idea, it would be better 
that his a was at once repealed, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer acquaint- 
ed the Houle, that a meflage from the 
Lords was in waiting; he therefore beg 
ged, that the Houfe would refume 
infelf, in order to receive the meflage, 
which accordingly it did. 

The purport of the meffage was, that 
the Lords had agreed to proceed on the 
trial of Warren Haftings, Efg. on Monday 
next. 

Mr. Burke, as foonas the meflengers 
had withdrawn, faid, he underftood thar 
Mr. Hattings had, that day, prefented a 
petitionto their Lordfhips, defiring that 
the trial might be proceeded on with all the 
difpatch convenient to their Lordfhips. 
He underftood, however, that it was the 
intent of their Lordthips on Monday, 
to proceed no farther that day than 
to take the petition into confideration, 

The Chancellar of the Exchequer then ree 
fumed the. fubje& of the houfhold, which, 
asit had been feparated fram the execu- 
tive government, he thought the power 
which the Hen. Gentleinanh aliuded to 
ought to be new modelled; having urged 
many arguments to imprefs this idea, he 
proceeded to an examination of Mr, 
Burke’s bill, which he inti{ted the Hon. 
Gentleman had forgotten, through the 
multiplicity of his parliamentary purfuits. 
Hethen fpecitfied the feven clailes which 
that bill contained, in order to fhew that 
the manner in which he had arranged 
thofe claffes could not be otherwife under 
the feparation which was intended to take 
place, and he withed to hear fome argue 
ments tn its defence, 

Mr, Sheridam withed to afk the Right 
Hon. Gentleman one queftion, or any 
one gentleman of the long robe, on that 
fide of the Houfe—that in removing the 
power out of the Commiffioners of the 
Treafury, relative to the payment of the 
Houthold, which Mr. Burke's bill had 
placed in their hands, whether this claufe 
had that effe&? Did he really think, that 
this claufe divided that power amongft the 
Lord Steward of the Houfhold, the Maf. 
ter of the Horfe, and the Lord Cham- 
berlain, which he fuppofed was the ob- 
ject of it ? 
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The Attorney General anf{wered, that it 
did sot. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer infifted, 
that it did. He had voted for Mr. Burke’s 
bill, and thought the principle of it a 
good one. 

Mr. Burke anfwered, that he did not 
forget the bill, but he wifhed he could 
forget the odium that was thrown out on 
him in confequence of that bill: his con- 
folation was, that he had donc his duty. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had reaped 
the honors—his favings and his economy 
arofe trom that bill. Mr. Burke then took 
a farther view of the claufe in queftion— 
it wasa maxim in the civil law, Aece/- 
furium fequitur principale, bur this claute 
inverted that maxim —inftead of pages 
following the Lords, the Lords follow the 


pages. 
ord North obferved, that this claufe 
was premature; and that, as the fepara- 
tion of the Houfhold was the fundamental 
caufe of the one in queition, he thought 
in point of order, -and of ,courfe pro- 
priety, that it ought to be poftponed till 
that fhould be determined on firft. His 
Lordfhip faid, he was fo far convinced of 
this, that he fhould make a motion to that 
effe&, and take the fenfe of the Houfe 
on it. 

Mr. Powys feconded the motion, when 
ona divifion there appeared 

For poftponing the claufe 87 


Againft it eee 132 
Majority 45 


The claufe reftri€ting the Prince from 
having any power over his Majetty’s privy 
purfe, introduced a long converfation. 

Mr. Dempfter declared, that he really 
thought, in adopting this claufe, the 
Houle would commit a breach of pro- 
mife to his Royal Highnefs—becaufe he 
did not think that the Prince had _ pledg- 
ed himfelf toany one article in that bill, 
beyond the refolutions, which had been 
communicated to his Highnefs ; but this 
new claufe was annexed to thofe refolu- 
tions, that the Prince’s opinion might be 
obtained on it, as well as the ret. 

Sir William Cunninghame reprobated the 
elaufe as injurious to the feelings of the 
Prince, and at the fame time tending to 
impede his generofity; for, notwithftand- 
ing the narrownefs of his income, his 
Highnefs had, in the time of the late 
fevere froft, fent down gool. tothe poor 
of Edinburgh, 

Mr, Dundas {aid that his father, grand- 
father, &c. had fent 2000l. a year to Scot- 
land to be difpofed of in charities. 

Alderman Newnhan {poke very modeftly 
in favor of the Prince’s charitable and be- 
nevolent difpofition. 

Sir Zenjamin Hammet faid, it mattered 
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not whether 200]. or 20,0001], were fents 
the country was obliged to pay it, 

Sir William Cunninghame replied, that he 
did not deny that his late and prefeng 
Majefty had fent annually to Scotland 
20001. but he begged that gentlemen 
would take notice that that fum did not 
come out of theKing’s privy purfe, it came 
out of the Exchequer; but the gool. 
which the Prince fent, came out of his 
Highnefs’s privy purfe. 

Mr. Burkeenteved very largely into the 
fubjeét, in the courfe of which he pave a 
fhort hiftory of the rife of the privy purfe, 
from 36,0001. in the beginning of his 
Majeily’s reign, tothe prefent fum 60,0001. 
which was only 10,0001. les than the 
Prince at this day enjoyed, to fupport all 
the rank of the Regency, The privy 
purfe had been nnftaken by many. His 
Majeity was amply provided for, inde- 
pendent of that; not a fhillistg of it was 
applied to his wardrobe, jewels, &c &c. 
It was well known, that benevolence 
was the moft popular of all other virtues ; 
but the Prince was, in this refpeét, de 
prived of that medium of popularity. 
The benevolence of the Prince was weil 
known—one of his uncles, in the decline 
of life, with a flender fortune, experienced 
it, and he was furpriged to find that gene 
tlemen fhould depreciate it. 

Mr, Dendas declared, that he thought 
it very extraordinary, that any gentle~ 
man who wifhed wellto his Royal High- 
nefs, fhould come down there, to makea 
parade of the Prince’s charities in florid 
periods, &c. He, for one, was not dif- 
pleafed with the Prince for fending 2001. 
to the poor of Scotland. The fa& was, that 
12,0001. of the privy purfe was devoted 
to an eftablifhed hit of charities, and 
four moreto an unknown lift; the re- 
mainder, he fuppofed, his Majefty might 
have employed in purchafing books, prints, 
&c. Mr. Dundas was rather fevere on Mr. 
Burke, As foon as he fat down, 

Mr. Burke got up, and faid, ‘ that 
‘© Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) calls on me, 
“ but with no friendly voice ;’’ if he has 
a mind to quarrel with me, he ought ta 
do it in a gentleman like manner, and not 
dilturb the Houfe. 

Mr. Burke on this, defended his former 
affertion, and Mr, Dundas replied. 

Sir Fames ‘Fohnftone faid, the Prince on 
being invefted with the Regency would 
be entitled to 52,0001. out of Scotland, 
in addition to his prefent income. Being 
defired to explain himfelf, be faid it 
would arife from the flamps and excife. 

Mr, Sheridan faid, tre belreved that waa 
the revenue of Scotland; but did it avife 
from ‘thence, that the Prince would be- 
come exclufively entitled to it ? 

Mr. Dundas acknowledged, that the 


worthy Baronet had miftaken the ——, 
ir 
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Sir William Molefworth moved, that after 
the payment of the 16,000]. which was 
intended to be devoted to the charitable 
lit already eftablifhed by his Majetty, 
the remainder thould be paid into the 
privy purfe of the Prince. 

The Houte divided on this, when there 


appeared, 
For the motion oo 101 
Againit it —- 156 
Majority 55 


The claufe for the eftablifhment of the 
King’s houfhold, and vefting the gorern- 
ment in the Queen, afliited by a council, 
being read, 

Sir Peter Burrell defired to know the 
extent of the influence which would 
be created by that eitablithment. He 
wifhed to know the offices and the emo- 
luments attached to each of them ; becaufe 
in his opinion, that would be the bef 
criterion by which a fair determination 
might be made upon the extent of the in- 
fluence which was to be derived from tiis 
patronage. 

Mr. Pitt hated to the Hon. Gentleman 
the exteat ofthe patronage—in the Houle 
of Commons the numbers were feven— 
in the Houfe of Peers eightcen. Mr. Pitt 
then entered into a defence of thofe no- 
blemen and gentlemen who already filled, 
and mof probably would in future, at 
Jeaft for fome time, fill thofe offices. 

Lood North went over the former 
ground, that the Regent was to be placed 
in the moft invidious fituation, having 
all the dilagreeable dutiesof government 
to perform, without any of the pleafing 
opportunities of rewarding merit. He, 
with infinite ability, pointed out the 
weight of eighteen votes in the Houfe of 
Lords; and could not help believing, 
from paft experience, that cightcen 
votes thrown into an oppolite fcale, whe- 
ther from principle or intereft, made 
a difference ot fix-and-thirty (Aloud calf 
of hear!) 

Mr, Powys fpoke againft the claufe with 
confiderable force and energy. 

Mr. Burke entered into a wide field of 
argument, and recapitulated all the ob- 
fervations which have been already held 
forth to the public againft the reftridtion, 
which prevents thePrince from having any 
controul in his Majefty’s houfhold 

Mr. Pitt combated the arguments of 
Mr. Burke, and defied him to fhew that 
there was a fingle principle or propofition 
introduced into the bill, that was not 
previoufly invettigated in the debate upon 
the refohitions. 

Mr. Sherdian replied to Mr, Pittina 
fpecch of fome length, 
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At twelve the Commitee divided, 
Ayes —_ 173 
Noes -—— 118 
Majority - - 





55 

The claufe being paffed for eflablifhing 
the houfhold, inc committee called upon 
Mr. B. Watfon, the chairman, to adjourn, 

The queftion of adjournment was put. 
and carried; after which the Houfe re- 
fumed, and the chairman of the com- 
mittee reported progreis, and defired leave 
to fit again. —Ordered. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Tuespay, Fcb. 10. 


The committee on theRegency bill being 
refumed, Mr. Alderman Watfon in the 
chair, and the claufe for appointing a 
council of advice to her Majeity being 
read, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe, and 
faid, that as the blank tor the names of 
the perfons who were to compole that 
council was to be filled up by Parlia- 
ment, and as none could be fitter for that 
purpofe, than the heads of the church 
and the law, with the. principal officers 
of the houfehold, he fhould propofe the 
names of the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
the Archbithop of York, Lord Thurlow, 
Lord Kenyon, the Lord Chamberlain of 
the houfehold, the Lord Steward, the 
Matter of the Horfe, and the Groom of 
the Stole. As the fenfe of the committee 
was to be taken on each feparately, be 
concluded with moving, that John, Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, be one of her Ma- 
jefty’s council. 

Lord North rofe, not to obje& to any 
of the names propofed, but, he faid, in 
his opinion, there were other namcs 
which ought not to be omitted. On what 
pofllible grounds, could his Majedty’s fons 
and brothers be paffed ever, perfons the 
nearcft to him in blood, who had the 
greateft and dearcft interefR in his wel- 
fare, and with whom the Queen, from 
every tie of propriety, duty, and affedta- 
on, muft wifh to confult. It would be 
wafting the time of the committee to 
argue on the propriety of nominating his 
Majefty’s three fons, who were of age, 
to affift the Queen with their advice, he 
fhould therefore wave faying any thing 
farther on the fubjett; but as foon es 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
moved the feveral names which he ia- 
tended, he thould propofe the names of 
his Majetty’s three fons, who were of 
age, and thofe of his brothers ; for be- 
fides other reafons, 2 was highly — 
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that her Majefly’s eouncil fhould be com- 
pofed of more than eight. 

Mr. Dempjter exprefied his diffatisfa&i- 
on with the nomination. propofed by the 
Right Honorable Gentleman, as well as 
with that of the Noble Lord, and thought 
that the names of the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, ‘and of the Lord 
Mayor of London, fhould be added to 
the council. 

Lord Maitland condemned the nomina- 
tion, and faid, he thould deliver his opi- 
nion onthe propriety of appointing the 
Princes of the Blood, when their names 
came to be propofed. 

Sir Peter Purred wifhed to know if the 
Qucen was to have the cafling vote in the 
council, becaufe, as the members were 
propofed to be eight, they might be 
équally divided on points of the higheft 
importance. 

The Marquis of Graham faid, that the 
council was a council of advice, and not 
of controul. When her Majefty had con- 
fulted her council, the would not be 
bound by their advice, but would be 
free to ule her own difcretion. There 
could confequently be no occafion for a 
majority in the council. 

Mr, M. A. Taylor faid, his obje&ion 
was, that the council was to confift not 
of the Chancellor and Chief Juftice for 
the time being, but of the perfons who 
now filled thofe offices by name. He 
was of opinion, the Queen ought to have 
no dependent perfons about her; the 
officers of the houfehold were fuch, and 
therefore improper to be members of her 
council. 

Mr. Bouverie wifhed to know whether 
the perfons nominated 2s council to the 
Queen, were to be adtually refponfible for 
the advice they fhould give her Majefty, 
and amenable for its effcéts. 

Mr. Pitt withed the committee would 
not wafte time in debating upon points 
not immediately beforethem. The ob- 
je& which properly then claimed their 
attention was, the propriety of choofing 
certain perfons, whofe names he had had 
the honor to lay before the committee, 
as council to advife her Majetty. 

Mr. Powys hoped the commuttee would 
confider the nature of the fubjeé& thorough- 
fy. They were to enquire what was the 
extent of power and the degree of re- 
fponfibility which would attend the cha- 
yaéter of the Queen’s council, this ke 
withed the Right Honorable Gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) would have the goodaefs to ex- 
plain. ‘ 

Mr. Pitt replied, that it was a part of 
his duty which he would willingly and 
cheerfully difcharge, to inform the com- 
mittee what refponfibility would be at- 
tached to the members of the Quecn’s 
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council. That there muftbe a refponfibi- 
lity, was beyond a doubt, the council 
would therefore be accountable for what- 
ever advice they might give ; but though 
this was admitted, it would not be the 
bufinefs of Parliament to interfefe upon 
trivial occafions, and to be continually 
examining. This fhould be referved for 
proper occafions, when any danger was 
apprehended. Thefe were, in his opi- 
nion, the found principles of the con- 
ftitution. 

After Mr. Burke, Mr. Anflruther, and 
fome others had fpoken, the Chair- 
man put the queftion, that the word 
‘© John’’ (alluding to the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury) do ftand part of the claufe, 
which was agreed to without a divi- 
fion, 

The different names were then all put 
and agreed to. 

Lord North then moved, that Frederick 
Duke of York and Albany, be inferted-in 
the claufe. 

Mr, Pitt oppofed the motion, upon the 
general principle,that the next in iuccefli- 
on to the crown, were to be confidered 
by that Houfe, the leaft entitled to be of 
the Queen’s council during the incapacity 
of the King. 

Lord Vifcount Beauchamp argued very 
ftrenuoufly for the propricty and decency 
of including the near relations of the 
King in the council who werc to advile 
her Majefty. A variety of arguments 
fuggefted themfelves to his wind, in fa- 
vor of this meafure, but none more for- 
cibly, than the confideration of forming 
fuch acouncil as might give confidence 
and fatisfaétion to the people of Ire- 
land. Gentlemen fhould confider, that 
the two nations were conneéted only by 
the unity of their fovereign, and they 
ought to weigh well the confequence of 
putting the Royal Perfon into a cuftody 
which they might not think fufficient. 

Losd North obferved, that the argument 
of the noble Vifcount ought to have 
weight, for it was very material, that the 
two nations fhould go hand in hand in 
the bufinefs. He could not fee the pro- 
priety of the objection that had been 
made to the introduétion of the Princes. 

Lord Maitland faid, that he was not one 
of thofe who included the condué of the 
Right Hon, Gentleman on this meafure, 
in the catalogue of inftances of his dif- 
refpeét to the Royal Family; for, in his 
mind, it deferved a much harther epithet. 
It was a direé& and grofs infuit—an out- 
rage, not merely on the Princes,but on,the 
King himfelf. That his Majefty fhould 
be defirous of feeing around him his fa- 
mily, bis fons, and his brothers, was an 
emotion congenial with humanity; and 
not only the King, if, by the favor of Hea- 
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ven, he fhould have one moment of in- 
terval from his malady, would exprefs his 
withes in this manner; but certainly it 
muift be the fincere and ardent defire of 
her Majefty, in common with all the reft 
of the human kind, to have the aid of her 
relations rather than of itrangers. This 
principle of preferring our kindred was 
common, he faid, to all men ; and furely 
the Right Honorable Gentleman would 
not deny its influence: When he looked to 
the Treafury, to the Admiralty, to Ire- 
land, to the Secretary of State’s Office, 
and tothe chair of that Houfe, he faw the 
laudable predilection of the minifter, and 
his attention towards his relations. 

Sir Fames Fohnftone called the noble Lord 
to order. He faid he could not fit and 
hear the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons abufed 

Lord Maitland faid he was aftonifhed to 
hear, that it was confidered as abuie 
to call a Gentleman a relation of the mi- 
nifter, He left it to the Honourable Ba- 
ronet to reconcile this point of diforder 
to the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
while he refumed the thread of his argu- 
ment. His Lordfhip then obferved, that 
a perfon who had fhewn fuch a marked 
preference for his relations as the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, fhould not argue again 
giving her Majefty the confolation of her 
fons as her advifers, or againt giving to the 
Sovereign the comfort of feeing, on his 
recovery, his deareft relations employed 
in foothing his cares, He concluded with 
declaring, that every motive of compaf- 
fion, and of love, and every fentrment of 
policy and re{peét, called upon them to 
include the Princes in the council to be 
appointed, and, he had no doubt that 
parliament and the nation would finally be 
convinced of the truth, 

After afew words from Mr. Addington 
and Mr. Burke, the committee divided on 
the quettion for his Royal Highnefs Fre- 
derick Duke of York and Albany to be one 
of her Majefty’s council, when there ap- 
peared, 

For it 130 
Againft it 177 
Majority 47 

Lord North then propofed his Royal 
Highnefs Prince William Henry to be 
one of the council, upon which the com- 
mittee divided ; 

For the queftion 127 
Againft it 177 





Majority 50 
Lord North next moved that his Royal 
Highnefs Prince Edward be one of her 
Majeity’s council, and this being nega- 
tived alfo, his Lordthip moved, that his 
Royal Highnefs William Henry Duke of 
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Gloucefter be one of the council. Upon 
a divifion there appeared, 
For the queftion 129 
Againft it 178 
Majority 51 

Lord North then moved, that his Royal 
Highnefs Henry Frederick Duke of Cum- 
berland be one of the faid council: but 
this was carrted alfo in the negative. The 
reft of the claufe was then read and 
paifed. 

Mr. Dempfler propofed, that the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons for the time 
being fhould be a member of the council. 

Sir James FJohnflone exprefled his fur- 

rife that there fhould be fo many Lords 
in the council and not one Gentleman. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreffed 
the higheft refpeét for the office of Speak 
er, and for the perfon who held it, but 
obferved, that the council being formed 
of four perfons whom his Majefty had 
felefied to prefide at the head of the 
church and the law, and of four others, 
who, by virtue of the offices which they 
held in the houfhold, were obliged to attend 
on his Majefty, the Speaker of the Houfe 
being neither chofen by the King, nor hold- 
ing any fituation under her Majefty, could not 
be admitted into a council fo conftituted. 

Mr. M, A. Taylor faid, the Hon, Gentle- 
man adhered tothe principles with which he 
had fet out, that there fhould be no perfon 
a member of that council who was not in his 
intereft. And that for this reafon he had 
excluded the Speaker, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he 
had been told, in the debate, that the Speaker 
was nominated by him, and he was now 
arraigned for not appointing the Speaker a 
member of the council, which, it was faid, 
ought to confift of independent perfons. 

The amendment was negatived without a 
divifion, 

Mr, Dempfler propofed the Lord Mayor of 
London. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreffed 
much refpe& for the city, but faid that the 
duties of that magiftrate’s ftation were fuffi- 
cient to occupy all his attention, and the mo- 
tion was alfo negatived. 

Sir W. Mofeworth faid, that as parliament 
had once filled up the blank for the council, 
they ought never to give up the power of 

filling it, and moved, as an amendment, 
that vacancies by death, inftead of being filled 
up by the Queen, fhould be filled up by the 
Regent, with the advice and confent of par- 
liament ; which was negatived, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that 
as this part of the bill was in fome degree 
new, and was likely to occafion a difference 
of opinion, although he was ready to debate 
it now, it might perhaps be more agreeablg 
to the committee to come frefh to the dif. 
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cuffion, and that no time might be fof by 
this delay,the Houfe might receive the report 
to-morrow. If this was underitood to be the 
fente of the Houfe, he thould move to report 
progrefs, and adjoura, 

This being agreed to, the Houfe adjourned, 


HOUSE of LORDS. 


Wepnesbay, Feb. 112, 


Mr. Bates and Mr. Frewen, two of the 
Commifiioners of the Cuftoms, attended by 
the Secretary, appeared at the bar, and pre- 
fented the annual accounts from the Cufioms, 
Ordered to lie upon the table, 

Lord Chedworth prefeuted feveral petitions 
for Scots Appeals, which were agreed to be 
received. 

A petition was prefented from Lord Vif- 
count Dudley and Ward, flating, that his 
brother, the late John Lojd Dudley, died on 
the gth of OGober latt without itlue ; but 
theVilcountefs Dudley,from motives of perfo- 
nal pigue to him, retuled tofay whether the 
was Or was not pregnant, by which he was de- 
prived of his feat in parliament. He there- 
fore prayed their Lordthips to grant a writ 
de ventre infpiciendo, allo a writ of ne exeat 
regno, as he underftood the was in the medi- 
tation of going out of the kingdom. 

The Marquis of Stagord moved, that it 
fhould lie on the table. Ordered, 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 


Wevnespay, Fed. 11. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the 
order of the day, that the Houte thould refolve 
itfelf into 4 committee of the whole Houfe on 
the Regency Bill, which being agreed to, 
Mr. Brook Watfon took the chair. The 
claufe which provided for the mode of an- 
nouncing the return of the King’s health 
thro’ the medium of the Queen and her coun- 
cil, independenton parliament, being read, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that 
the provifion in this claufe, trom what had 
already been thrown out in former debates, 
in his opinion, rendered it unneceflary for him 
to enter into any particular difcuffion of the 
fubje&, he thould therefore treat it onlyina 
general manner. 

That the King had a right to re-affume 
the reins of government as foon as he 
Should be found capable of holding them, 
was a propolition that muft be allowed 
on all fides; the only difference of opini- 
on then that could arife, would be ref- 
potting the mode, and he trufted that 
Gentlemen on an appeal to common fenfe 
and reafon, would find that the one he 
had provided, was the moft convenient, 
as well as the leatt liable to obje@ion, and 
that in adopting it the dignity of his Ma- 

jelly was pecultarly confuited. It was ne- 
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ceffary that his Majefty’s recovery, of 
which every day gave frefh hopes, fhould 
be communicated through fome often- 
fible channel. To accomplifh this, it 
was provided, that as foon as that much 
wifhed for event fhould take place, her 
Majeity fhould notify the fame to nine of 
his Majefty’s Privy Council; and thatifany 
fix of that committee fhould be convin- 
ced that his Majefty was in a proper 
capacity to refume the government, they 
fhould counteriign a proclamation to 
that effet, which fhould be inferted in 
the London Gazette, in confequence of 
which, if the Parliament was not then 
fitting, it fhould affemble on the occafion, 
and the power of the Regent fhould then 
ceafe. This he conceived to be moft con- 
genial to the fpirit of the conttitution, as 
the Privy Council might be faid to be the 
natural channel of his Majefty’s will and 
pleature. By thefe means his Majelty 
would be inftantly reftored to that mgit 
which was his alone, and to which he was 
entitled by the laws of his country. 

Mr. Powys objeéted to this mode. He 
faid he had many reafons to offer in fup- 
port of his objeétions ; but in that early 
itage of the bufinefs, it was not his intet- 
tion to enter into all the novelties which 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had brought 
into the conititution on every propolition 
which he had advanced in this bufinels. 
He tken took a view of Mr. Pitt’s con- 
duét, at one time, he faid, fupporting and 
extending the prerogative of the crown, 
and at another, infringing the rights of 
the two branches of the legiflature. He 
then appealed to the Houte, and afked 
whether if this claule were adopted it 
would mot be giving up that power te 
which they were juftly entitled, and de- 
grading themfclves to delegate to others 
an authority, which the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman in laying his reftrictions upon the 
Regent, affected to fupport., He therefore 
hoped they would referve this authority, 
and not give it up to any fet of men what- 
ever 

Mr. Vyner faid, he had had the honor 
of firft intimating the propricty of the 
Houfe examining the phyficians, in which 
he confulted the digmty of Parliament, 
and he thought that in acceding to the 
claufe in queftion it would be a dere- 
liftion of that dignity. 

The Hon. Mr, Marfham reprobated the 
claufe in queftion, and propofed an amend- 
ment, the fubftance of which was, ** That 
** on the notification of the Queen, the 
‘* phyficians attending on his Majelty 
* fhould be examined on oath, or inthe 
** mott folemn manner, ina certain nuinber 
‘6 of days, no lefs than four, nor more 
* than fx, after the fad notificatwn,’” 

Colones] Phipps Lapported the propriety 
of theclaufe, Mr. Sheridan entered large- 
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by into’ the queftion. He took a view of 
the arguments urged in its favor, and in- 
fifted, that the Houfe in delegating a truft 
had given up their right, and that it was 
transterred to thofe who had not a natu- 
ral intereft in the crown, or yet in the 
people. 

r, Dundas {poke warmly in favor of 
the claufe, and in order to fhew the pre- 
caution which had been taken in the bill, 
in order to prevent a premature re-al- 
fumption, obferved there were three 
checks ; firft the Queen, fecondly, five of 
her council, and fix of the privy coun 
cil, who were to examine the phyficians. 
He then begged to know whether it would 
be decent or becoming, that his Majefty 
fhould come to the Houfe, as a fuppli- 
ant for his right,orto look out of the win- 
dow of a public-houfe, to fee the thew of 
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of creating peers ought to be long with™ 
held, He was convinced that if kis Majefty 
did not appear to be in a ftate of con- 
valefcence, it ought not to be with-held for 
more than three years, and hinting that 
the reftrition ought not to ceafe within 
that period, he faid hewas willing to agree 
to the claufe. 

Mr. F. H. Brown was of the fame opi- 
nion, 

Mr, Powys objected to it, as implying 
that the Houfe thought no revifion necef- 
fary in lefs than three years. 

After a few words from Sir James 
Fohnftone, the claufe was read a firft 
and {econd time, and the blank filled up 
with three years from the commence- 
ment of the bill, on the 18th of Fee 
bruary. 

Mr. Sheridan agreed with Mr. Powys, 





that the claufe contained nothing to fhew, 
but that it was the opinion of the Houfe, 
that the reftri€tion ought to continue three 
years. As he was defirous that there might 
remain fome record to fhew that this opi- 
nion was not unanimous, he moved to 
infert one year inftead of three. 

After a few words from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Sheridan, Mr, Brown, 
cil, with the addition of one, was to andMr.Powys,Mr, Sheridan’s amendment 
form the whole, and this council, by the wasnegatived,and the original claufe order« 
bill, which he had read with great at- ed to be engrofied and tacked to the bill. 
tention, was not bound to examine the My. Sheridan then faid, that he had a 
phyficians. - claufe in contemplation, which whether 

After fome other gentlemen had fpoken, he fhould move or not, would depend 
the original queftion being loudly cal- on the anfwer he fhould receive from 


his fon coming down to Parliament, that 
they might decide on his fanity. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the learned Gentle- 
man had committed three blunders in his 
fpeech. The firft was, that five of the 
Queen’s council were to certify firft, 
then fix. of the Privy Council, and 
that thefe were to have power to exa- 
mine the phyficians. The Queen’s coun- 


ied for, it was put, when there ap- gentlemen learned in the law, refpeéting 
peared, a doubt that had heen mentioned the 
For it 181 night before. Thisdoubt was, whether 

Agaiaft it 113 when the King granted to certain pere 

—_—- fons a commiflion for opening and hold- 

Majority 68 ing a parliament, the royal affent could 


be given to any 2& by virtue of that 
commilfion, or whether a fecond com: 
miflion was neceflary. In referring to 
precedents he found, that the royal af- 
fent had fometimes been given by virtue 
of the firft commiffion, and fometimes 
that a fecond had been granted, 

The Mafter of the Rolis was of opinion, 
that the Kingof England had no power 
to delegate his legiflative authority, or to 
appoint commiflioners to hold a parlia- 
ment, with powers to affent or diffent. 
He was fure that fuch a power had never 
been exercifed, and he fupported his 
opinion by legal argument. 

Mr. Sheridan afked if the learned Gen- 
tleman meant to fay that the King could 
net appoint a Cuftos Regni with legifla- 
tive authority in cafe of his being out 
of the kingdom. If the King on his ree 
covery being made known by proclamas 
tion as directed in the a@, fhould appoint 
Commitfioners fo mect the Parliament, he 
withed to know if the Comshiflioners o— 

Rr 6 


The Committee then went through the 
bill, the Houfe was refumed, and the re- 
port made, after which they adjourned. 


Tuvaspay, Feb. 12. 


The order of the day having been mov- 
ed, and the Regency bili read a third 
time without any debate, 

Mr. Pulteney rofe to move the claufe, of 
which he had formerly given notice, for 
limiting the reftri€tion refpeéting the 
peerageto fome certain time. He con- 
ceived, that if his Majefty fhould not be 
in a ftate of convalefcence in three years, 
the hopes of his recovery would be very 
faint ; he therefore propofed a claufe by 
way of rider to the bill, I:miting the re- 
ftrition of the Regent from creating 
peers to three years, but without mean- 
ing to fay, that it ought not to ceafe be- 
fore the expiration of that time, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer {aid, that 
it had never Been argued, that the power 

Vox. Il, 
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be difqualified by his relapfe, He under- 
flood that the Commiflion appointing the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was ‘good. 

The Attorney General faid, the King had 
no {uch power. 

The Mafler of the Rolls was going to re- 
ply to Mr. Sheridan, but was ftopped by 
the Speaker, there being no queltion be- 
for the Houfe. 

Mr. W. Smith then called the attention 
of the Honfe to the many abfurd and op- 

reffive penal Jaws, revived and enforced 
7 the aét of Uniformity, to a repeal of 
which the Regent was reftri€éted from 
giving the Royal Affent ; and faid, it was 
not his intention to meddie with the aé& 
itfelf, as far as it refpeéted the difcipline 
of the eftablifhed church, but to add a 
claufe to the bill to prevent any additi- 
onal dificulty being thrown in the way, 
if Parliament fhould at any time be dif- 
pofed to repeal thofe penal laws. He 
therefore moved to leave out in the fixth 
claufe of the bill, the words ** the aé 
** made in the 13th year of King Charles 
** the Second,”’ and to infert the words, 
** any part of the fervice of the Church 
«© of England, as eftablifhed by an act 
** made in the 1gth year of King Charles 
** the Second.’? He was not folicitous 
about the particular words, but would 
adopt any other that might be fuggeited 
maore proper. 

The Mafler of the Rolls objc&ed to this 
amendment, as conting without ‘proper 
notice. He was willing to repeal the pe- 
nal laws, but not to touch the A& of 
Uniformity without the moft mature deli- 
beration. 

After a few words from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Sir George Howard and 
Mr, Addington, Mr. Smith confented to 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Sheridan not being fatisfied with the 
anfwers he had received from the Mat- 
ter of the Rolls, and the Attorney Ge- 
neral, moved a claufe to the following 
purpofe: ‘* That no general Commiilion 
granted by his Majefty onhis recovery for 
opening and holding a Parliament, be 
confidered as authorizing theCommiffion- 
ers to give the Royal Affent to any att 
of Parliament without another commiflion 
for that exprefs purpofe.”’ 

This claufe was nevatived, and after a 
“dittle farther converfation, the bill was 
palled, and the Houle adjourned. 


HOUS-E. or LORDS. 


Fripay, fed. 13. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, at- 
tended ,by feveral Members of the Hout 


,of Commons, came to the bar and ore- 
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fented the bill for providing for the eare 
of his Majefty’s perfon, and for fupplying 
the executive. government during the 
continuance of his Majefty’s indifpotition, 
which was read a firit time, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Lord Sydney moved, that the bill be read 
afecond time on Monday, which was a- 
greed to nem, oy 

Lord Walfngham defired that the order 
which fteod for Monday relative +to the 
trial of ‘Warren Hattings, might be read, 
whch was done by the clerk. His lord- 
fhip then jaid, that though it was un- 
doubtedly a hardfhip upon any man, .in 
the ftuation of Mr. Haltings, to have his 
trial delayed, yet, in the prefent iitua- 
tion of public affairs, it would be ime 
poffible to proceed with effeét ; and asit 
was material that the Judges fhould be 
prefent, in his opinion it ought to be 
pottponed, till after the circuit. He 
therefore moved, that the faid order be 
difcharged, which wasagreed to. 

He then moved that the Houle do pro- 
eced in the trial of Warren Haftings, 
Eig. on Monday the 6th day of April, 
and that a meflage be fent to the Com- 
mons to acquaint them therewith, Or- 


dered, 
Monnay, Fed. 16. 


The Regency bill having been read a 
fecond time, 

Lhe Duke of Grafton rofe to profefs his 
approbation of the bill, and the whole 
proceedings on which it was founded, as 
confonant, in his opinion, to the letier 
and the fpirit of the conftitution, and cal- 
culated to prefervethe deareft interetts of 
the country in a crifis equally new, dif- 
ficult, and important, There was only one 
part of the bill with regard to which he 
wifhed to add any qualification of what 
he had faid This was the claufe in 
which the bill of uniformity was intro- 
duced as facred and inviolable. The 
learned divines who had been concerned 
in framing that bill never had conceived 
it to be fo perfeét as not to admit of re- 
confideration and amendment; and_ he 
defired to be underftood 4s not preclud- 
ing himfelf by any approbation of the 
Regency bill from agreeing to a repeal 
of the at of Uniformity, as far as it 
reftriéted the liberty of Proteftant Dif- 
fc nters. 

Lord Southampton faid, it was always 
with extreme relué€tance that he differed in 
opinion from the noble Duke, agrecing in 
principle,as he was confident they fhould 
always do; but the bill appeared to him 
adverle both to the fpirit and the letter of 
the conflitution ; and_as fuch he felt him- 
felt bound to oppofe it. 
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The bill was ordered to be committed, 


and the Houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE.or COMMONS, 


Monpay, fed, 16. 


The Houfe met for the purpofe, of re- 
ceiving petitions, and feveral were pre- 
fented. After which the Houfe ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Turspay, Fed. 17. 


Earl Spencer prefented a petition from 
the cleGtors of Weitmintter, againit fome 
claules inthe: Regency bill, and particu- 
Jarly that which excluded from her Ma- 
jefty’s council the Princes of the blood. 
It was ordered to lie on the table. 

The order of the day being then read,and 
their Lordthips having refolved themfelves 
into acommittce of the whole Houfe on 
the Regency bill, Lord Walfingham in 
the charr, 

The Marquis of Carmarthen propofed to 
infert in the firft claufe, invefting the 
Prince of Wales with the exercife of the 
royal authority, &c. the words During 
the continuance of his Majefly’s illnefs, and 
no donger. 

Lord Portchefler faid, there was a period 
left open im the latter part of the bill 
between his Majefty’s recovery and his 
refumption of the government, during 
whichit was neceflary that the powe! of 
the Regent fhould continue. 

After fome converfation, the words «il 
Ais Majefty’s recoverys and intention af re- 


Juming the government frall be fignified by 


Proclamation in the manner hereafter di- 
reed, were inferted. 

On the claufe which reftricted the Re- 
gent from giving the roval afient to any 
bill for repealing or changing the order 
and courfe of fucceMfion, 

Lord Portchefler faid it was fingular to 
introduce a reitri@ion which implied that 
his Royal Highnefs might with to repeal 
the aé of fettlement, which he could not 
do without affeéting his own fucceffion; 
while the King was left at liberty te do 
the very fame thing, which he might do 
without picjudice to his own right. 

On the part of the fame claufe which 
reftricted the Regent from giving the Royal 
Affent to the repeal or alteration of the 
att of uniformity, 

Earl Stanhope faid, it was not his in- 
tention to meddle with the a& of unifor- 
mity itfelf, as it refpeéted the difcipline 
of the eftablifhed church, ‘but to prevent 
any difficulty being thrown in the way of 
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the repeal of the perfecnting, abfurd, and 
inhuman penal: laws, revived and re-en- 
aéted by the twenty-fourth claufe of that a@t. 
He had b eftowed much pains and attention 
in tracing~thofe Jaws through the ftatute 
book, and faid it was his intention at a 
proper time to bring the repeal of them 
folemnly before their Lordthips. He re- 
capitulated the moft remarkable of them, 
from the ftatute of Edward VI. which 
punifhes with the forfeiture of goods and 
chattels, and perpetual imprifonment, 
the third offence of any perfon fpeaking 
in derogation of the book of Common 
Prayer then fee forth, which was blaf- 
phemoufly faid to be drawn up by the 
infpiration of the Holy Ghofl, and alter- 
ed two years after, with the fame penal- 
ties annexed to fpeakingin derogation of 
the altered form. He faid the a€t of uni- 
formity was improperly quoted as the 
13th of Charles II. whereas 1t ought to 
be the 13th and 14th, which latter words 
he fhould move to infert. He read an 
opinion ef Lord Chatham, and’ another 
of Lord Mansfield, on the fubje& of reli- 
gious toleration, and an original letter 
from Lord Chatham to Dr. Price, to fhew 
that thofe two great men, of different’prin- 
ciples on many other points, had agreed 
in opinion on this; and concluded with 
propofing an amendment the fame in fub- 
ftance as that propofed by Mr. Smith in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

Ean Bathurft and Lord Hawkefoury 
thought the a& of uniformity properly re- 
ferred to as the 13th of Charles 11. and 
{aid it was fo quoted in the aét of union. 

Earl Stanhope maintained what he had 
faid, but agreed to give up the alteration 
as of little importance. 

The Archhifhop of Canterbury faid he did 
not mean to defend the penal laws, or to 
fay, that they ought net to undergo re- 
vilion at a proper time, but he was againft 
touching the fubjeét in difcuffing a bill of 
another nature. Many of thole penal laws 
applied only to perfons in holy orders, 
and under the immediate cognizance of 
the church, and he obje&ed to the pro- 
pofed amendment, as ‘brought forward 
without dae confideration. 

Fart Stanhope {aid the purport of the 
amendment was not to make any altera- 
tion Whatever at prefent; but to leave it 
in the power of Parliament fo make an 
alteration ata prope time. 

The Rifhops of ‘Salifbury and Gloucef- 
ter concurred in opinion with the Archbi- 
fhop. : 

Earl Fitzwilliam commended the noble 
Farl who had propofed the amendment. 
He fhould have been more anxious for its 
fuccefs, but for the happy profpeé, that 
the bill itfelf would be of very fhort 
duration, 


Rr2 Eard 
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Earl Stankope {aid he rejoiced that. he 
had moved the amendment, as it had been 
the means of producing a declaration of 
fentiments fo liberal from the Right Rev. 
Prelates ; but he fhould not divide the 
committee upon it, 

It was negatived without a divifion, and 
the claufe agreed to. 

On the claufe which provided that the 
Regent fhall continue refident in Great- 
Britain, 

Lord Portchefler faid he had formerly 
ftated the inconvenience that might arife 
from Ireland adopting a different mode of 
proceeding. Should the lrith Parliament, 
for inftanee, inveft the Prince of Wales 
with the Regency of that. country on con- 
dition of his refiding in Ireland, it would 
be impofible for him to be Regent of 
both kingdoms. He, therefore, moved 


after ‘* Great Britatn,’’ to infert * or 
Irveland.”? This amendment was ne- 
gatived. 


On the claufe which enabled the Regent 
to confer any rank or dignity of Pecrage on 
fuch of his Majefty’s Royal iffue as fhall 
have attained the age of twenty-one, 

Earl Radnor moved an amendment, 
** provided fuch of the Royal iffue hall be 
then refident in Great-Britain.’’ 

Lord Vifcount Stormont wifhed to know 
if it was the intention of the noble Earl 
to reftrain the}Regent from granting the 
dignity of Peerage to any of the. Royal 
ifflue who might be abfent on naval or 
guilitary fervice. 

Earl Radnor {aid a few words in reply, 
and the committce divided, that the words 
be inferted. 

Contents 
Not Contents 
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Earl Radnor propofed a verbal amend- 
ment on the claufe refpeéting the grant- 
ing of offices, which was agreed to. 

On theclaufe which direéted the pay- 
ment of the houfhold, along converfation 
took place, fupported by Lord Stormont, 
Lord Portchefter, and £arl Fitzwilliam on 
the one fide ; and Lord Hawkefbury, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Duke of Mahe, 
on the other, re{peéting the degree of con- 
troul given to the Lords of the Treafury 
over the expences of the houfhold, by 
Mr. Burke’s bill of 1782, and the degree 
of controul they would poffefs by the 
prefent bill. The claufe was at length 
agreed to without alieration ; 

As was the claufe refpeéting the privy 
purfe, after a fimilar converfation, 

On the oath to be taken by the keeper 
of his Majeity's privy purfe, ‘* That no 
part of it is to be applied to the ufe of 
guy member of the Houle of Commons,”’ 

Lord nba moved an amendment, 
that in place of “ the Houfe of Commgns,”’ 
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the words “ either Houfe of Parliame nt,” 
be inferted ; which was agreed to without 
a divifion, and the claufe thus amended 
was received. 

In the next claufe relative to the cuf- 
tody of the King’s perfon, 

The Marquis of Carmarthen moved two 
amendments, both of which were adopted 
without any debate. The obje& of the 
firft was to inveft the Queen with the care, 
management, and education of all the 
Royal Family under the age of twenty- 
one years. 

The fecond amendment moved by his 
Lordthip was for the purpofe of inveft- 
ing in her Majefty, the regulation and 
management of all] the royal palaces, 
houfes, parks, and gardens, during the 
continuance of his Majefty’s illnefs. 

The Lord Chancellor then rofe and faid, 
that as it would be impoflible for their 
Lordthips to get through the whole of the 
bill that night, he fuggefted the propriety 
of the chairman’s reporting a progrefs, 
which was unanimoufly agreed in, and 
the Houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Tuxspay, Feb. 17. 


Sir Alexander Hood prefented a‘ petition 
from Lood Hood, complaining of an undue 
eleétion for the city of Weftminfter. 

Mr, Addington prefented a fimilar petition 
from certain eleétors of the city of Wefte 
minfter, both which, upon motion, were 
ordered to be taken into confideration on 
Friday the 6th of March, 

Lord Fohn Town/hend faid, that though he 
had not been apprifed of any petition a- 
gainft his return as Member for the city 
of Weftminfler, he had not the f{mallett 
objecétion to the day moved. 

A petition wasalfo prefented from the 
Mayor of Colchefter, praying to be heard 
by counfel againft the allegations of the 
petitions of Mr Tierney and Mr, Jack- 
fon, complaining of an undue return, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE of LORDS. 


Weronespay, Feb. 18. 


The order of the day being read, the 
Lord Chancellor Icft the woolfack, and 
Lord Walfingham took his feat at the 
table, as chairman of a Committee of 
the whole Houfe on the bill, entitled 
** An a& to provide for the care of his 
** Majelty’s royal perfon, and for the 
** adminiftration of the royal authority 
** during the continuance of his Majelty's 
‘¢ il|neis.’? 

The Chairman having read the claufe for 
velting the direétion and government of 
his Majety’s houfehold in the Queen, 
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Lord Rawdon rofe, and entered into an 
examination of the arguments which had 
been formerly urged in fupport of the 
claufe. He began with animadverting on 
the abfurdity of invefling her Mayefty 
with the ; Ratan management and 
controul of the great officers of flate, 
mep, who from the nature of their offices, 
could not poffibly contribute to the com- 
fort of the King in his unfortunate fitu- 
ation, becaufe it was their duty only 
to attend his Majefly when in the exer- 
cife of his kingly power. Much elo- 
quence, he faid, had been Javifhed in 
appealing to the paflions of their Lord- 
fhips, by calling on them to confult the 
feelings of his Majefty, who, on his re- 
covery, would naturally with to fee all 
his old fervants round him. Why then, 
faid his Lordthip, had the power of dif- 
mifling thefe fervants been given to the 
Queen ? Why had they placed that con- 
fidence in ayother, which they had de- 
nied to the Regent? The fplendor of 
royalty, he obferved, was neceflary to 
imprefs the great body of the people 
with a reverence for the dignity of the 
royal perfon; he therefore contended 
that it was neceffary,that theRegent,as the 
reprefentative of the King, fhould be fur- 
rounded with all the pomp and {plendor 
of Majefty, and that the great officers of 
the ftate fhould attend him, when in the 
public exercife of the royal anthority. 
For this purpofe, it was his intention to 
propofe an amendment to the claufe, the 
objeé& of which would be, to inveft her 
Majefty with the dire€tion and govern- 
mentof fuch parts only of his Majefty’s 
houfehold as fhould be deemed necef- 
fary forthe care of his Majefty’s royai 
perfon. He thould then /eratim put the 
queftiog om each of the great officers 
of ftate, whether they ought not to be fe- 
parated from the: reft of ‘the houfehold. 
He concluded with: moving his fir a- 
mendment. 

The Earl of Hopetoun {poke in favor of 
the claufe as it ttood, and) was agaiuft 
any diminution of his Majefty's houfe- 


hold. 

Lord Radnor faid, that though he ap- 
proved of the principle, yet he could not 

ive his affent to the whole of the claufe, 

fe certainly thought that it threw avery 
great and without meaning any difre- 
{peét, he muft fay a very notorigus infy- 
ence into the hands of the Queen. He 
then read a long amendment to the claufe, 
which,if adopted, would obviate his objec 
tions to it. 

The Duke of Richmond obferved, that 
the objeét of the bill, was not to ercate 
a King, but to eleé& a Regent ; and it 
was not neceflary, thata Regent fhould 
have all the attendant pomp and fplen- 
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dor of a King. On the contrary, he 
withed, that the Regent fhould never fore 
get his tubordinate fituation. 

Lord Vifcount Stormont, ina {peech of 
confiderable length, condemned the whole 
principle of the claule. He ipoke with 
much refpe& and reverence of the Queens 
and having euforced the necefiity of giving 
the Regent that {plendor which was due 
to his rank, he proceeded to point out 
the abfurdity of putting under the ma~ 
nagement and controul of the Queen, 
feveral officers whofe duty it was to ree 
ceive their orders from the Regent. 

Lord Hawkesbury {poke in anfwer to 
Lord Stermont, and repeated his former 
arguments for invefting the Queen with 
the management and controul of the whoie 
hou {chold. 

The Earl of Fauconberg, Lord Sydney, 
and fome others having fpoke, the Houfe 
divided on Lord Rawdon’s motion, whea 
their appeared, 

ag For it 66 
Againft it 89 


Majority 23 


A fhort debate then took place be- 
tween Lord Loughborough and the Lord 
Chancellor, on Earl Radnor’s amendment, 
which was agreed to without a divi- 
fion, 

The queftion was then put on the a- 
mended claufe, when the Duke of Riche 
mond faid, it contained matter fo new and 
fo oppofite to the general principle of 
the bill, that he could not decide on it 
without confideration. 

The Lord Chancellor replied, that if on 
confideration it fhould appear to have 
that tendency which the noble Duke aps 
prehended, it would be eafy to correct 


it, by an additional claufe The amended 


claufe was agreed to, and after a fhort 
conyerfation the Houle adjourned, 


Tuuasnay, Feb. 19. 


The Lord Chancellor having taken his feat 
upon the woolfack a-few minutes after 
five, and prayers being read bythe Bifhop 
of Chefter, feveral petitions for appeals 
and writs of erroy were read and agreed 
to be received. 

Lord Sydney then moved the order of the 
day, and the order being read, 

The Lord Chancellor a | to announce to 
the Houfe, the happy profpeé of His 
Majefly’s convalefcence. Waving congratue 
lated the Honfe upon the anpearance of 
this great event, his Lordfhip obferved, 
that under fuch circumftsnces, it would 
be proper to adjourn for a fhort period, 
to have a farther confirmation of thofe 
favorable appearances in his Majelty’s 
dif. 
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diforder, which feeméd to give fuch ge- 
netal fatisfaction and joy; he fhould 
therefore humbly propel to the Houfe to 
adjourn to Tuefday, at which time they 
would be able to obtain ‘all the necef- 
fary information, and to proceed accord- 
ingly. 

Lord Stormont rofe immediately and ex- 
preffed his joy at the appearance of his 
Majeity’s recovery, which, he faid, would 
give the moft fenfible pleafure to the 
whole kingdom; but he advifed admi- 
niftration not by any delay foto weaken 
the government of this country, as to en- 
danger its fafety. They alone were re~ 
{ponfible, and on that account, they ought 
to direé their fteps with caution. 

His Royal Highnefs the Duke of York 
faid, I truft your Lordthips will do me 
the juftice to believe that no perfon in 
the Houfe can feel equal pleafure with 
myfelf at the favorable account which 
the noble Lord on the woolfack has 
given, and the motion he has made to 
the Houfe, in which I entirely concur. I 
fhould have had great fatisfaétion in 
making the fame communication to the 
Houfe, had I been enabled to do it from 
my certain information. [ thought it my 
duty, yeiterday, upon the agreeable re- 
port given to the public, to requeft to be 
admitted to his Majefty’s prefence. For 
reafons, no doubt, very juftifiable, it was 
thought proper that I fhould not have 
that fatisfation. From the knowledge I 
have of my brother’s fentiments, though 
I can have had no immediate communi- 
cation with him upon the fubjeé of this 
motion, I am convinced he wil! feel 
equal, if not greater pleafure than myfelf, 
at the hopes of his Majefty’s recovery, as 
it muft relieve him from the embaraff- 
ment of that fituation in which the bill 
would have placed him, and which no- 
thing but a ftrong fenfe of his duty to 
the public could have induced him to 
undertake. 

After the Duke fat dowm the Lord 
Chancellor put the queftion,that the Houfe 
ado adjourn to Tuefday, which was or- 
dered. The Houfe then adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Frinayv, Feb. 20, 


Several private bills were brought in 
and read a firft and fecond time.. A new 
writ was ordered for a Burgefs to ferve 
in Parliament for the borough of Faft 
Grinftead, in the room of Licutenant Ge- 
neral Cunninghame, he having accepted 
the office of Steward of one of his, Ma- 
jefty’s Chiltern Hundreds, , 

The Mafter of the Rolls moved to revive 
the Committce appointed to fcttle the fees, 
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&c. to be paid to certain officers by a 
bill paffed laft feflions of parliament to 
amend Mr. Grenville’s bill. 

Mr, Crewe gave notice, that on the 6th of 
March he fhould move to take into con- 
fideration the petitions prefented for a- 
mending or repealing the bill for regifter- 
ing freeholders. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
to adjournto Tuefday next. 

Mr. Vyner faid, a motion for adjourn. 
ment at this period of the feflions, when 
none of the public bufinefs was in any de- 
gree of forwardnefs, was fomewhat ex- 
traordinary. They had heard a report of 
his Majefty’s being in aftate of recovery, 
in which they all moft fincerely trejoic- 
ed; and if the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer would condefcend to give the 
Houfe fome information on that fubje&, 
it would be very fatisfa€tory. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer making 
no reply, 

The Speaker put the queftion, and the 
Houle adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Turspay, Feb. 24. 


The order of the day being read, The 
Lord Chancellor rofe, and faid, that the 
fame reafon which had induced their’ Lord- 
{hips to adjourn the laft time they met, 
would no doubt be thought a fuflicient 
ground for a farther adjournment, © The 
flattering hopes, which the flate ‘of his 
Majefty’s health afforded, rendered it 
unneceflary for him to fay any thing 
more, than to move that: their Lord {hips 
fhould adjourn to Monday. 

The Duke of Norfolk expreffed the: fa- 
tisfaction which he felt in common with 
their, Lordthips, on the profpeé> of his 
Majefty’s ‘recovery ; but he thought that 
other grounds thanthe mere daily reporte 
of the phyficians fhould be fated to. in- 
duce them. to adjourn from day to day, 
efpecially, as feveral important public 
bills waited for their decifion. Whatever 
the ftate of his: Majetty’s health might 
be, he hoped fome communication would 
be made concerning it, by thofe who had 
an- interview with him, and who on that 
account muft have had an opportunity of 
knowing the truth. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, that he was 
ready to give the noble Duke the moft 
fatisfatory information in his power as 
to the ftate of his Majefty’s health. So 
fan then as he wascapable of judging, he 
had no hefitation in faying, that the pof- 
ture of his mind appeared to be clear and 
difind...In delivering this, as his opinion, 
he faid, he did not fpeak asa) phyfician, 
ox as one who was converfant with the 
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nature of that complaint with which his 
Majetty had been affli€ted; but he had 
attended his Majefty by his own com- 
mand on.a former. occafion, for an hour 
and a quarters andthat day for an hour, 
during which time he found him capable 
of converfing rationally, and he report- 
ed, that fo far asone man could judge of 
another, the pofture of hisMajcfty’s mind was 
diflin and clear. 

The, queftion was then put on the Lord 
Chancellor’s motion, which was agreed to 
Nem. dif], andthe Houfe immediately, 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Tuespay, Feb. 24, 

This was the day appointed to ballot 
far a committee to try the meriis of the 
Colcheitern Eleétiom, but there were not 
a {uflicient number of Members. prefent 
at four o’clock to conftitute a ballos. 

Wevpnespay, Fed, 25. 

The fpeaker having waited till half ar 
hour pait three o’clock, and there being 
only fixty three Members prefent at that 
time, the ballot for a committee to try 
the Colchefter eleétion was poftponed, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Cadiz, Feb. 25, 
HE works ereéted to recover the 
cargo of the St. Pierre d’Alcantara, 
a veffel which was fhipwrecked on the 


od of February, 1786, on the coat of 


Peniche, in Portugal, have been very 
fuccefsful; they have faved 1,751,920 
piaiters in gold, 81 marks and 17 ounces 
of gold, 185 marks of wrought gold, 
§:503:232 platters in filver, 6029 marks 
five cunces of wrought filver, 7081 marks 
and one ounce of filver in bars, four marks 
in minerals, and 6769 bars of copper. 
The articles loft are 62 marks twoounces 
of wrought gold, 166,763 piafters in fil- 
ver, 3783 marks three ounces of wrought 
filver, eight marks in minerals, and 161 
bars of copper. Thofe concerned have 
received 92 per cent, for the gold, and 
84 percent. for the wrought filver. All 
the merchandize was Joft. 

Barcelona, March 4. The great fear- 
city of bread, caufed by the encreafe of 
the price of corn, has occafioned for fome 
days patt feveral riots among the people 
in the different parts of Catalonia; and 
particularly in this place, the capital of 
the province. On the night of February 
28, and March 1, the mob began with 
fetting fire to a large building, which 
ferves as abake-houfe to the city purvey- 
ors. They next attacked the wooden 
fhops or ftalls where bread is fold in the 
ftreets and public places, and reduced 
them to afhes, or pulled them to pieces, 
and threw them into the river. ‘The 
houfes of two perfons who were appoint- 
ed to furnifh the town with provifions, 
were alfo gutted, and the houfes of all 
the merchants who deal in grain were 
threatened. The night having paffed in 
this confufion, the mutineers prefented 
themfelves next morning before the Go- 
vernor’s hotel, and obliged him to re- 
Jeafe {uch of ‘their companions as had 
been apprehended; but, inftead of or- 
dering the military to a@, it-was thought 
proper to capitulate with the mob. A 


paper figned by the Captain General, the 
Governor of the town, the Bifhop, and 
the Magiftrates, was fent to them, con- 
taining a promife that the price of bread 
fhould be reduced to the fame as laft years 
Encouraged by this yielding, they de 
manded a reduction of the price of wines 
and then of oil, which was granted ;. but 
the more they were gratified, the more 
audacious they became; and were about 
to fcale the walls of the hotel, when the 
military were defired to a&; this foon 
quelled the tumult, and reflored peace to 
the city. 

Venice, March 25. On the 13thof Fe 
bruary, the noble Paul Renier, 118thDoge 
of this Republic, died in the 78th year 
of Ins age. That the carnival might 
not be interrupted, and to allow time 
for the Government to take fuch necef- 
fary fteps as his demife required, it was 
not publickly announced till the fecond 
of this month, The efhgy of the late 
Doge was then expofed in one of the 
apartments of the palace, in his ducal 
ornaments. 

On the gd, the Grand Council pro- 
ceeded to the choice of five correctors, 
appointed to review and correét the fla- 
tutes, which his fucceffor was to be fworn 
duly to obferve immediately upon his 
election, The folemnobfequies were ce- 
lebrated the 5th, and the next day began 
the ceremonies of the election of a new 
Doge, After the known formalities, with 
which 41 electors are chofen and ap- 
proved by the Grand Council, they were 
thut up the 8th in the palace of: St. 
Mark, where they remained all that day 
and the following night, and on the next 
day they agreed to ele& Doge of the Re- 
public the noble Lewis Manini, Procue 
rator of St. Mark, formerly Podeftarto 
of the Republic to Vincentia and Biei- 
cia, Proveditor General, &c. Though 


this nobleman, whois 63 years of aye, 
has ferved the firft offices in the Magii- 
tracy, he was aot expedted to have been 
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elevated to the fupreme dignity : nor had 
he becn named among thofe ‘candidates 
whom the public report had marked out. 
His family, though powerful in their for- 
tunes, are not among the mot ancient in 
the Repubhc; they came from Friuli to 
Venice in 1651, after one of their an- 
ceftors had advanced 100,000 ducats for 
the expences of the war in which the Re- 
public was then involved. 

On the 10th was performed the cere- 
mony of the coronation, which was fol- 
lowed by public entertainments and re- 
joicings. 

On the 15th, the new Doge firft pre- 
fided at the Grand Council, which forms 
the Sovereignty of the Republic; to whom 
he delivered a fpecch, thanking them for 
his cleétion. 

INTELLIGENCE rrom NEW HOL.- 
LAND. 

March 26. Yelterday morning dif- 
patches arrived at Lord Sydney’s office 
from Commodore Philips,at Botany Bay, 
with an account of the arrival of the 
ficct, on the 20th of January 1788, after 
a paffage of nearly thirteen months. 

The fleet in general were healthy dur- 
ing the paflage, and very few of the 
convits have died, Three of them, 
however,: were hanged after they got on 
fhore. The fpot deftined for the new 
fettlement at Botany Bay not having 
fufficient water, was abandoned, and a 
track of land on Jackfon’s Bay was made 
choice of, as the verdurc there was ftrong, 
and the water abundant and exceedingly 
good. . 

Three of the conviéts were induced to 
try their fortune among the natives ; but 
two of them were killed and eaten, and 
the third returned almoft famifhed. Of 
the conviéls and others, forty only are 
faid to have died, but to make e? for 
this forty-two children have been born. 
Some cows died during the paflage, and 
others after landing tirayed fo tar into 
the woods as to be irrecoverably lol, 
The fheep did not thrive, and it 1s fear- 
ed that no ftock will be reared from 
them. The pigs and poultry were in a 
thriving condition, and the grain that 
had been fown, promifed an exuberant 
trop. 
$c OT ti & RD. 

Edinburch, March 6. This afternoon 
arrived in Leith roads, a large {muggling 
cutter, which was captured about eight 
days ago, on the North coalt, by a de- 
tached boat belonging to his Majefty’s 
fhip Champion, commanded by a bro- 
ther of the Captain’s. It was calm when 


Mr. Edwards gave chace to this cuttter ; 
and his boat rowing ten oars, he very 
foon came within fpeech of them. They 
defired him to keep off, or they would 
fire vpon him; 


he told them he was 
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determined, whatever the confequence 
fhould be, to board the cutter ; and if 
they dared to fire a fingle thot, he would 
kill every man of them. The threat 
had the defired effeét; for Mr. Edwards 
was allowed to board and take poffeffion 
of the cutter, notwithitanding her crew 
coniifted of 16 men, and the boat’s crew 
of only 14. This cutter came from 
Flufhing, had been fome time on the 
coaft, and had run the greateft part of 
her cargo, having on board when caps 
tured only about 20 ankers of fpirits. 
Edinburgh, April 18. Wehear from 
Paifley, that a loom on a new and very 
fingular conftruction, has lately been in- 
vented, and fet to work there on the 
principles of a model made fome time 
agoby Dr. Jathray, with improvements 
that have fice occurred to him and Mr. 
Barr, This loom is to be driven by ma- 
chinery, {ct in motion by water, fteam, 
&c. and not only takes the cloth trom 
the lay with fuch regularity that no part 
of the web can have more woof driven 
into it, or be thicker than another, but 
if athread infthe warp breaks,the machine 
inftantly lands ftill, [tis faid to be capable 
of weaving all kinds of cloth, from filk 
to canvas; and if report. be true, it is 
fo fimple in its conitruétion as not to 
coft more than double the expence of a 
common loom, while u is fo iwift in ite 
motions, and cafy to be managed, that 
one man working a wheel can tet five or 
fix of them in motion, and an attentive 
boy or girl may tie threadsand change 
pirns to three it not four. The web at 
prefent in the Joom is a ten hundred muf- 
lin. The beauty and regularity of its fa- 
bric have given much fatisfaciion to thofe 
gentlemen in Glafgow and Paifley to 
whom (pecimens of it have beea fhewn, And 
we may veiture to fay, that nothing 
hitherto devifed to improve and extend 
the art of weaving, to add new energy 
to the labor and ingenuity of the coun- 
try, and to give a decided command of 
the market, ever demanded a more {e- 
rious attention from ail cencerned. 
Edinburgh, April 20. About ten o’clock 
this forenoon, one of the Kinghorn pin- 
naces, going out of Leith harbour, 
overiet in afudden guft of wind, and by 
too great a prefs of fail, about 20 yards 
from the head of the fouth picr. Befides 
the crew, which confifted of four, there 
were four men and a woman pai- 
fengers ; and notwithftanding boats were 
immediately fent out to their alfliftance, 
only feven of the nine were picked up; 
three of the men paffengers, and one of 
the boatmen having clung to the matt of 
the boat, which was above water, were 
taken up alive ; another of the crew with 
a mao and woman paflenger, were found 
floating to leeward, apparently dead. 
They 
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They were, however, carried to the a- 
= allotted for people in that me- 
ancholy ftate, and the medical gentle- 
men immediately attending, the two 
inen were foon recovered ; notwithftand- 
ing every exertion, however, the woman 
was not. One of the crewand a ferjeant, 
paffenger, are mifling; their bodies are 
probably entangled in the hull of the 
boat, which is not yet above water. 
7‘X EL AN DV. 

Corke, April 6. Yefterday Mr. Row- 
Jand Sharp, our city jailer, apprehended 
John Shehan, houfe-carpenter, for the 
barbarous murder of Thomias Connor, his 
apprentice, about the hour of two o’clock 
Jatt’ Saturday, when he repeatedly beat 
him on the arms, knocked him down, 
and moftinhumanly ftruck him with part 
of a window ffamé on the’ head, which 
fraétured his fkull, and put a final pe- 
riod to his exiftencé, And this day the co- 
roner’s inqgueft fat on the body, and 
brought in their verdi@, ‘ Wilful Mur- 
“ der.” Michae} M‘Carthy, his fellow 
apprentice, who faw the murder com- 
mitted, is confined as a profecutér in 
Bridewell, and Shehan was committed to 
the city goal, by William Phillips, Efq; 
one of the coroners. 

Dublin, April 14. Yeflerday evening, 
as a number of pie ieee taylors were 
fitting in a houfe in Michael’s lane, at a 
cuftomary annual entertainment given on 
Eaftér Mondays, a quarre! arofe among 
fome of them, when they went out to de- 
cide the difference by boxing in the, ftreet. 
Soon afterthe fight, which was attended 
with no other ill confequences than a 
tew black eyes, bloody nofes, and torn 
clothes, a police ferjeant having received 
information that there was a dangerous 
riot and defperate affray, came at the 
head of a party of police guards, armed 
with mufguets and fixed bayonets, and 
Jaying hold of two or three perfons, who 
appeared to be concerned, was efcort- 
ing them to the guard houfe ; upon which 
amob affembled, fuddenly attacked the 
police, difarmed them, and liberated 
the prifoners. In the courfe of the con- 
teft two police men were killed, and an- 
othe# fo dangeroufly wounded, that it is 
thought he cannot furvive. All the muf- 
quets belonging to the police-men were 
broken by the mob, who appeared un- 
commonly outrageous and dctnealie: 

Soon after the engagement between the 
Police guards and ae, a military guard 
Was brought to the affiftance of the a 
who fearched fevérdl houfes in Michael’s- 
lane,Cooksftreet, and Winetavernftreet,and 
took fomie perféng into cuftody, who were 
fufpetted of hiiWing been the ringleaders 
of the riot.- 

Vor> II, 
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COUNTRY NEWS. 

York, April 21. Wednelday, in the 
afternoon, a moft alarming fire was dif- 
covered in that beautiful and much ad- 
mired wood, well known by the name 
of Brayton Barff, within a mile of Selby, 
occafioned by the negligence of a farmer 
and his fervants, in thataneighbourhood, 
who were burning weeds at the foot of the 
wood, The wind being high, the flames 
communicated to the leaves and un- 
derwood, and in lefs than an hour the 
whole was in a blaze, which raged fo 
furioufly, that, notwithftanding the wa- 
ter engines belonging to Selby were play- 
ed for fome time, and every other affiit- 
ance that could be procured made ufe of, 
before twelve the fame evening the 
whole was unfortunately confumed ; and 
what is very fhocking, is that many who 
were fo kind as to affift in getting the 
fire under, have ever fince been danger- 
oufly ill, occafioned by the intenfe heat, 
and being afterwards expofed to the 
cold. The trees in the above wood 
were f{uppofed to be worth upwards of 
g0cel. 

Windfor, April 23. The loyal inhabi- 
tants of this royal borough obferved the 
Thank {giving this day in the moft folema 
manner, 

At ten o’clock the Princefles Mary, 
Sophia, and Amelia, attended b Mifs 
Gouldf{worthy, &c. went Gemathetbedes's 
Lodge to the Chapel Royal, where divine 
fervice was performed. 

At half paft ten, the Mayor and Cor- 
poration, followed by the children of 
the Sunday fchools, &c. went in proceffion 
from the Town-hall to the parifh church. 
An excellent fermon was preached by 
the Reverend Mr. Boltock, vicar of the 
parifh. ' 

Eighty of the children were clothed by 
her Majefty on this oceafion, and all of 
them wore in their hats a Garter Blue 
ribband, with, ‘* LonG Live THE 
Kina,” in letters of gold; toevery one 
of them was given a medal, which was 
hung round their necks by an orange 
ribband. On one fide is a head of the 
King, round which is, ‘*‘ Gov save THE 
Krnoc.’’ Onthe other ** WHEN wk FOR- 
GET HIM, MAY GOD FORGET US 
Tuurtow.——REsToRED TO HEALTH, 
Marcu 1789.”’ 

After divine fervice, bread, &c. was 
diftributed to each of the children by ore 
der of her Majelty. 

The churches were more crowded 
than was ever remembered, and every 
fhop and houfe in the town was fhut the 
whole day. 

DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

April 24. On Monday evening, as 
Mrs. Maxwell, of Harley-itréeet, Caven- 
dith:{quare, wasfittlag alone by the draw- 
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ing room fire, in expectation of fome 
company, the poker fell upon her apron, 
and fet fire to it. Alarmed at this acci- 
dent, fhe ran towards the ftair cafe, 
{creaming out for afliftance, and being 
met by the butler, he endeavoured to 
extingvith the flames, which by this time 
had communicated to every part of her 
drefs ; but his efforts proved of no effet : 
for though he finally extinguifhed them, 
after fuftaining confiderable injury him- 
felf, the unfortunate lady was fo much 
burnt, that fhe expired yeiterday morning. 
4. On Thurfday laft, the noted Pafs- 
more was executed at Deptford, foy fet- 
ting fire to his own houfe, in order to 
defraud the infurers. This man had been 
fevera] years a conftable, and from his 
litigious difpofition and worthle(isnefs, 
had rendered himfelf fo deteftable to peo- 
plein general,that after being feveral times 
fired at, and otherwife annoyed, he was 
obliged to relinquifh his office. During 
the late war, he ufed to take up almott 
every perfon who pafled through his dif- 
tri&, whofe appearance bore the marks 
of poverty, and if he failed to extort two 
*fhillings 4 head from them, under pre- 
tence of their being diforderly perfons, 
he put fuch of them as were fit for fer- 
vice into the hands of a crimp, to be 
fent to the Eaft Indies, By keeping a 


re houfe, informing and other ne- 
i 


arious practices, he was formerly fuppo- 
fed to be worth money; but the public 
abhorrence of his charaéter had fo much 
reduced his circumflances, that he was 
prompted to commit the crime for which 
he fuffered. 

g. On Tuefday evening, al 
o’clock, as a gentleman was going along 
Deptford-road, near Dandy’s turnpike, 
he was ftopped by a tootpad, who pre- 
fented a piflol to his breaft, and robbed 
him of his money and a gold watch; 1 a 
minute or two, the gentleman calling out 
ftop thief, twolabourers, who were near 
enough to hear the cry, took each a fide 
of the road, and when the robber came 
up, one of them endeavoured to {top him, 
when he immediately fired a piftol, the 
ball from which went through the laborer’s 
hat, and took away a piece of his fkuil ; 
his companion, however, knocked the 
villain down, and the gentleman who 
had been robbed joining them, he was 
fecured, and committed tothe New-Gaol 
in the Borough. The wounded man was 
carried to St. Thomas’s hofpital, and yef- 
terday there were hopes of his recovery. 

A few nights ago, as two firemen were 
returning from Iflington, where they had 
been drinking till late in the evening, 
they furprifed two perfans carrying facks 
near a burial ground in Clerkenwell ; 

‘upon their attempting to ftop them, and 
infifling upon knowing what they had 


} iohe 
out eight 
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there concealed, the former, after making 
fome refiftance, told them, that if they 
muft know what the facks contained they 
fhould ; and that they contained dead 
bodies that had been murdered by fome 
well known perfons about a fortnight 
fince; and that as they were only hired 
by the perfons who committed the mur- 
der to bury the bodies, they were-under 
no apprehenfions about the confequences, 
&c. Affiftance being then called, the 
men were initantly fecured, and the 
facks conveyed to a proper place for in- 
{pection, when it appeared that the facks 
contained nothing more than breails, 
legs, &c. of mutton and beef, that from 
being kept longer than ordinary, had by 
that means been rendered unfit for fale ; 
and that the two men were porters, who 
had been hired by fome butchers in a 
market in the city, for the purpofe of 
interring thefe remains in a field of foil 
near Iflington. 

Yefterday morning, about five o’clock, 
aman threw himfelf into a pond that 
lays between Bethnal-green and White- 
chapel road; but was fortunately pre- 
vented from putting an end to his exift- 
ence, by the timely interference of two 
men, who were going to their work,— 
He was brought to the Rofe and Crown 
public houfe, Old Nicholas-ftreet, near 
the turnpike. 

He was a tall young man, dreffed ina grey 
coat, black waiftcoat and breeches, and 
white ftockings, and had the marks of old 
wounds on h:s legs. He would not tell 
his name, nor the caufe of his attempt- 
ing fo rafh an aét. 

14. Friday morning Mr. Bacon’s fa- 
mous caft in bronze of the River Thames 
perfonified, and furrounded with attri- 
butes, was ereéted towards the north an- 
gle of Somerfet-fquare. This figure mea- 
fures upwards of eight feet, and is nearly 
a ton and a halfin weight; under the right 
arm is an antique urn, behind which a 
cornucopia extends to the left fide. The 
pedeftal on which it is placed, was finifh- 
ed feveral months fince. The ftatue of 
his Majefty, alfo in brafs, is to be eleva- 
ted overthe reclining Thames, The whole 
of this beautiful performance is to be 
compleated before the Royal Academy 
ope ns. 

A very fingular forgery has lately 
heen difcovered, the particulars of which 
are as follows: 

John Burton produced at the banking 
houle of Meffrs. Hoare, in Fleet-ftreet, 
a bill, dated London, April ift, 1789, 
figned J. Goodricke, payable on demand 
to the order of John Smith, for 800]. 
dire€&ted to Mefirs. Hoare, bankers, Fleet- 
{treet, and required payment for the bill, 
alledging he was to receive it for Mr. 
Smith,the perfon to whom it was payable, 

A doubt 

















A doubt arofe in the mind of the clerk, 
whether the fignature was of the hand 
writing of the Right Honourable Sir John 
Goodricke, Baronet, an old gentleman, 
who had for forty years kept cath at the 
houfe of Meffrs. Hoare; it was infpeéted 
by others, and on refleéting, that the 
Right Honourable Baronet was often af- 
flied with the gout, they concluded it 
was not improbable the chara&er of his 
hand-writing might be in fome refpects 
altered ; in confequence of that circum- 
fiance, after fome difcourfe with the per- 
fon who fought the payment, they gave 
him the following bank notes, viz, one, 
No. 292, dated the 14th of February, 
for 5001. another, No. 954, dated the 
25th of February, for gool. the prifoner 
then witneffed the bill with the name of 
Brewer. 

On the fame day he went to Bowman 
and Company’s, bankers, Lombard-ftreet, 
and defired to open an account with them, 
which, after fome converfation with one 
of the partners, he did, by giving them 
Sool, and taking out bank notes for 2001. 
faying, the remaining 600}. fhould conti- 
nue in the banker’s hands for fome time. 
He then went down to Gravefend, and 
continued there until yefterday, with a 
woman, who cohabited with him for 
fome time. On their arrival at the bank- 
ing houfe of Meffrs, Bowman and Co, 
they were fecured, the bill of 8oo0l. on 
Meff. Hoare having been difcovered to 
be a forgery. 

When the prifoner appeared at the 
Public Office, he was brought forward as 
near as poflible to Sir John Goodricke, 
who fat in the window. Sir John was 
aftonifhed to fee brought before him, for 
fuch an offence, a perfon who had been 
fo much the obje@ of his bounty ; fer Sir 
John faid, he knew the prifoner very well, 
and that a fhort time ago, he procured for 
him a very eligible employment, and in 
order to encourage and enable him to 
make a genteel commencement, lent him 
4ol. and at the fame time gave him ano- 
ther gol. This the prifoner admitted ; 
but faid, he received the bill in queftion 

of Mr. Smith, the perfon to whom it pur- 
ports to be payable. i 

All the parties who attended to give 
their evidence, were then bound over to 
profecute, and the prifoner was commit- 
ted to take his trial. 

16. Laft Tuefday night a very dif- 
agreeable difturbance happened at the 
Royal Circus. The audience demanded 
the reafon of the omiffion of the horfe- 
manthip, which had been advertifed in 
the hand-bills. Receiving no fatisfactory 
anfwer, fome gentlemen took the candles 
from the fconces, and threw them upon 
the flage; when the performers, armed 
with bludgcons, and one holding a na- 
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ked {word in his hand, rufhed into the 
pit, collared feveral gentlemen, and beat 
them in a wanton manner, ‘This riot 
concluded the performance of the even- 
ing, and may perhaps be of ferious con- 
fequences to the intereft of the property. 

18. The largeft falmon ever caught, 
was on Thurfday brought to London. 
This extraordinary fifh meafured upwards 
of four feet from the point of the nofe 
to the extremity of the taih and three 
feet round the'thickeft part of the body ; 
its weight was feventy pounds within a 
few ounces. A fifhmonger in the Mino- 
ries cut it up at ene fhilling per pound, 
and the whole was fold almoft immedi- 
ately. 

Thurfday evening a melancholy accie 
dent happened on the road near the 
Horns at Kennington. Mr. John Smith, 
fifhmonger, in St. Paul’s Church-yard, 
had juft mounted his horfe, when the 
beaft fet off on full gallop, and Mr. 
Smith having loft the ftirrups, was thrown 
off with great violence. He had two 
dreadful wounds on his head, of which 
he languifhed till half paft eleven o’clocligy 
when he ¢xpired. | 

Friday a genteel, and rather elegant 
woman, with a little box under her arm, 
took a boat at the Temple Stairs, under 
a pretext of going to Lambeth, She 
{carce reached the middle of the ftream, 
when fhe flung her little cabinet of vae 
luables into the water, and was going to 
precipitate herfelf, but was prevented by 
the waterman’s activity. She was taken 
into a houfe near the landing-place, and 
we have a Chriftian hope, that her mind 
will be now open to penitential reflec. 
tion, 

April 25. Thurfday laf being ap. 
pointed by his Majelty’s proclamation to 
be obferved asa day of general thanki~ 
giving to Almighty God for the fignal 
interpofition of his good providence, in 
removing from his Majcity the late illnefs 
with which he had been affliéted, his 
Majefty was pleafed, for the greater folem- 
nity of the day, to go to the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul, accompanied by the 
Queen, their Royal Highneffes the Prince 
of Wales, the Duke of York, the Princefs 
Royal, the Princefs Augufta, the Princefs 
Elizabeth, the Duke of Gloucefter and 
the Duke of CumberJand, and his High- 
nefs Prince William; and attended by 
both Houfes of Parliament, the Great 
Officers of State, the Judges, and other 
public Officers, to return thanks to God 
for his great mercies and bleflings. 

The proceflion was begun at eight 
o’clock in the morning by the Houfe of 
Commons, in their coaches, followed by 
their Speaker, in his ftate coach. Next 
came the Mafters in Chancery the Judges, 
and after them the Peers, inthe order of 
Sia pre= 
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precedency, ds they were marfhalled by 
the officers of arms at Weltminifter, the 
youngeft baron going firft, and the Lord 
Chancellor, in his ftate coach, clofing this 
part of the proceffion. Su¢h of the Peers 
as were Knights wore the collars of their 
refpedtive orders. ‘ 

fterwards came the Royal Family, in 
order of precedency, with their attendants, 
efcorted by parties of the royal regiment 
of horfe guards. 

Their Majetties fet out from the Queen’s 
Palace foon after ten o’clock, in a coach 
drawn by cight cream-coloured horfes, 
(in which were alfo two of the ladies of 
her Majeity’s Bed-Chamber) followed by 
their Royal Highneffes the Princeffes, and 
proceeded through the gate at the fable 
yard, along Pall Mall, and through the 
Strand, amidft the loyal acclamations of a 
prodigious concourfe of people. 

The ftreets were lined, as far as Temple 
bar, by the brigade of foot guards, the 
grenadier companies of which were potted 
in St, Paul’s church, and the church-yard, 
and patrolled by parties of the royal re- 

jment of horfe guards. The avenues 
into the ftreets through which the procef- 
fion paffed were guarded hy the Gevta's 
lightdragoons. From Temple bar tothe 
church, the ftreets were lined by the Artil- 
lery company and the militia of the city ; 
the peace officers attending both within and 
without the city to preferve order. 

At Temple bar his Majefty was met by 
the Lord Mayor, in a gown of crimfon 
velvet. 

The Sheriffs in their fcarlet gowns, 
and a deputation from the Aldermen and 
€ommon Council, being all on horfeback, 
when the Lord Mayor furrendered the 
city {word to his Majefty, who having re- 
turned it to him, he carried it bare-head- 
ed hefore the King to St, Paul's. 

His Majefty being come to St. Paul’s, 
was met at the weft door by the Peers, 
the Bifhop of London, the Dean of St, 
Paul’s (Bifhop of Lincoln) the Canons 
Refidentiary, and the Kings and other 
officers of Arms, the Band of Gentle- 
men Penfioners, and the Yeomen of the 
Guard attending. 

The fword of ftate was carried before 
his Majefty, by the Marquis of Stafford 
in the Choir, where the King and Queen 
placed themfelves undera canopy of ftate, 
hear the weft end, oppolite to the altar, 

The Peers had their feats in the area, as 
a Houfe of Lords, and the Commons in 
the ftalis. The upper galleries were al- 
lotted to the ladies of her Majefty’s bed- 
¢hamber, the Maids of Honor, and fuch 
other ladies of diftin€tion as attended on 
this occafion, The Foreign Minifters 


were placed in the two lower ! galleries 
-pext tothe throne, and the Lord Mayor 
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and Aldermen in the lower galleries near 
the altar. 

The prayers and litany were read and 
chaunted by the Minor Canons. The Te 
Deum and Anthems compofed for the 
occafion were flung by the choir, who 
ea ey. 4 in the Organ Loft, and were 
— in the chorus, as alfo in the pialms, 

y the charity children, in number about 
fix thoufand, who were affembled there 
previous totheir Majefties arrival. The 
communion fervice was read by the Dean 
and Refidentiaries, and the fermon preach- 
ed by the Lord Bifhop of London. 

Divine fervice being ended, their Ma- 
jetties returned with the fame ftate to the 
Queen's palace about half an hour after 
three o’clock, The guns at the Tower, 
and in the Park were fired three times, 
fir upon the Ktiig’s fetting out, fecondly 
at the finging the Te Deum, and thirdly 
upon his Majefty’s return ; after which 
the brigade of Foot Guards fired a feu 
de joie in St, James’s: Park, being 
drawn up in the front of the Queen’s 
Palace. 

The public: demonftrations of joy and 
loyalty of the inhabitants of Lenlles and 
Weftminiter, on the occafion of his Ma- 
jefty’s fir appearance in public fince his 
happy recovery, exceeded all expreflion; 
and yelterday evening the illuminations in 
all parts of this metropolis furpaffed in 
fplendor and magnificence all former 
exhibitions. 

The Bank and the Sun Fire Office dif- 
played the greateft brilliancy, and were 
decorated with much elegance and tafte. 
The India Houfe alfo, and all the public 
offices made a grand appearance; and 
many’ private houfes, particularly thofe of 
Lord Hopetoun, the Earl of Uxbridge, 
Lord Aylefbury, Lord Falmouth, Sir 
Sampfon Gideon, and Sir Jofeph Banks, 
announced the loyalty of their owners by 
the beauty of the tranfparent yarn 9p 
and devices which they exhibited amidft a 
variety of lamps arranged in a moft fue 
perb manner. 


4 Rit: = 

On Wednefday, at Greenwich, the lady 
of Thomas Eden, Efq. was delivered of a 
fon. 

MARRIED. 

March 26. Lately, at Worthy, in Hants, 
Valentine Henry Wilmot, Efq. of the gd. 
regiment of guards, only fon of Henry 
Wilmot, Efq. of Farnborough-place, in 
Hants, to MifsBarbarina Ogle,third daugh-. 
ter of Sir Chaloner ‘Ogle, of Worthy, in 
the faid county. 

28. At Frant, in Suffex,'Mr. Daniel 
Wicker, of the borough of Southwark, ta 
Mifs Martha Budgen, daughter of Ed- 
ward Budgen, Efq. of Frani, 

March 
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31. At St. George's church, Hanover- 
fquare, William Wraxall, Efq. Member 
for Luggerfhall, to Mifs Lafcelles, eldeft 
daughter of the late Peter Lafcelles, Efq. 
of Knights, Hertfordfhire. 

Mit > At Bifhopfgate church, Ifaac 
Cuvine, Efq. banker, in Cornhill, to Mifs 
Raikes, daughter of Wm. Raikes, Efq. 
of Alderman’s-walk, Bifhopfgate, 

4- By afpecial licence, by the Rev. 
Mr, Kelly, Sir Robert Sinclair, of Mur- 
kle, Bart. tothe Right Hon, Lady Made- 
lina Gordon, fecond daughter of his Grace 
the Duke of Gordon, 

At Doncafter, the Rev. George Kelly, 
A. M. Prebendary of Southwell, to Mifs 
Laye, daughter of Capt, Laye,of Doncafter. 

7. By {pecial licence, at Stoke near Chi- 
celter, the feat of Lord George Lennox, 
the youngeft Mifs Lennox, to Lord Apfley, 
fon of Lord Bathurft. The new couple, 
with fome fele& friends, fet off for London 
the next morning 

At Cullompton, Devonthire, Samuel 
Harford, Efq. of Briftol, to Mifs Sanders, 
eldeft daughter of Jofeph Sanders, Eig. 
of Exeter, merchant and banker. 

At St. George’s church, Hanover- 
fquate, Philip Mighall, Efg. of Bright- 
helmftone, to Mifs Bolton, of New Bond- 
ftreet. 

11. At Halifax, In Nova Scotia, by the 
Right Rev. Charles, Bifhop of Nova 
Scotia, Edward Buller, Efq. capt. in his 
Majetty’s navy, to Mifs Gertrude Van 
Cortland, daughter of Major Phillip Van 
Cortland. 

Mr. White, Apothecary of Eyre-ftreet, 
Coldbath-fields, to Mifs Dick, daughter 
of Sir William Dick, late of Scotland. 

At St. Andrew’s, Holborn, Mr. Thomas 
Drinkwater, of the New River office, to 
Milfs Melleftone Strode, only daughter of 
Warren Strode, Efg. of the ifland of St. 
Chriftopher. 

Mr. John Colfon, of Upper Thames- 
fireet, ironmonger, to Mifs Martha Hud- 
fon, of Philpot-lane. 

At St. George’s, Southwark, Mr. John 
Egerton, of Crown-ftreet, Weftminiter, 
to Mifs Mary Merrct, of Profpeét-place, 
Newington, Surry. 

16. At Barnard-caftle, William Wal- 
ton, Efq. of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrifter at 
Law, to Mifs Brooke, eldeft daughter and 
cohcirefs of the late Samuel Brooke, Efq. 

At St. Giles’s, Camberwell, Mr, Tho- 
mas Greenwood, of Fenchurch-ftreet, 
to Mifs Smith, of Peckham. : 

John Butler Pomfrett, Efq. to Mifs 
Curteis daughter of Richard’ Curteis, 
Efq. of Tenderden, Kent. 

At St. James’s Church, Mr. Richard 
Davis, of Fleet-ftreet, to Mifs Sarah Wal- 
lace, of Piccadilly. 

At St. Andrew’s, Holborn, by the 
Rev. Mr. Beloe, Mr. Daniel Bell, of Gol- 
dsp-lane, to Mile E. Turnce, fecond 
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daughter to John Turner, “Efq. of Bed- 
ford-row, 

16, A few days ago, at Manchefter, 
Thomas Mort Froggatt, Efq;of Dam-houfe, 
near Leigh, to Mifs Wilde, only daughter of 
Mr. Wilde, timber-merchant of Manchefter. 

Monday, at Bath, William Purvis, Efq; 
youngeft fon-of the late Admiral Purvis, to 
Mifs Eyre, only daughter of Samuel Eyre, 
Eig; of Exmouth. 

Tuefday, Edward Jeremiah Curteis, Efq; 
barrifter at law, of the Inner-Temple, to 
Mifs Barrett, only daughter of the Rev. 
Stephen Barrett, Rector of Hothfield, Kent. 

18, At Dumfries, in Scotland, Joha 
Kirkpatrick, Efq. merchant, of Oftend, 
to Mifs Stothart, daughter of: Thomas 
Stothart, Efg. of Ackland. 

The Rev. Lewis Mercier, Minifter of 
the London French church, Threadneedle 
ftreet, to Mifs E. S. de la Chaumette, 
fecond daughter of the Rev. Lewis de la 
Chaumette, of Spital-fquare. 

SAT HS. 

March 26. 1n July laft, at Calcutta, Phi- 
lip Delifle, Efq, a Manager of the Orphan- 
houfe, and one of the Directors of the General 
Bank of India. 

Tuefday, at her houfe in Bruton-ftreet, 
Mrs. Guerin, fifter to the late Lieutenant 
General Sir Richard Pearfon, 

Wednefday fe’nnight, at her houfe in 
River-ftreet, Bath, Mifs Murray. 

28. On Wednefday laft, at her houfe ia 
Edward-ftreet, Portman-fquare, Lady Ro- 
binfon, reli of Sir William Robinfon, Bart, 
of Newby, “in-Yorkthire. 

g1. On Sunday morning, Mrs, Man- 
ning, Lady of William Manning, jun. Efq. 
of Billiter-fquare, and daughter of the late 
Abel Smith, Efq. 

On Friday laft at Barnfley, Yorkthire, in 
his 67th year, Mr. John Bent, poftmaiter 
of that town, and father of Mr. William 
Bent, Paternofter-row. 

On Thurfday lait, John Egerton, Efq; 
Hadley, Middlefex, 

On Saturday, Mr. Thomas LaWrence, 
many years an eminent undertaker, near 
Shoreditch church. 

Lately, at his apartments in Vauxhall- 
walk, Lambeth, Mr. James Browne. 

Monday laft, at Rochefter, the Rev, 
Henry Stephens, chaplain to his Majefty’s 
fhip the Scipio, and Vicar of Britford, in the 
diocefe of Salifbury. 

April 2, On Saturday morning laft, at 
the Inoculation-hofpital at Pancras, in the 
vad year of his age, Edmund Archer, M. D. 
fole Phyfician of the united hofpitals for the 
Small Pox and Inoculation for the laft 42 
years ; during which time he conftantly ex- 
erted himfelf in acts of the moft unwearied 
zeal and humanity, for the benevolent pur- 
pofe of rendering that ufeful charity more 
and more beneficial. To the ftudy of medi- 
cine, he added thofe of polite literature, 
which he patronized in moft of its branches ; 
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but of his merits as a man, thofe who knew 
him beft can tell; the above inftitution is 
his bef# monument ; and the gratitude of the 
many thoufands who have felt his compaffion, 
and profited by his kill, is his beft eulogy. 

4. On Wednelday night, at Eye, in 
Suffolk, John Hervey Jennings, Efq ; coufin 
to the late S, Jennings, Efq. of literary fame. 

On Tuefday lait, at Lymington, aged 
80, Mrs Durell, widow of John Durell, of 
the ifland of Jerfey Efq. 

On Thurfday laft, at his houfe at Tedding- 
ton, Mofes Francks, Efg. 

Friday laft, of a fever, John Ardefoll, 
Efq; of Grove-houfe, Tottenham. A young 
man of large fortune; and in the fplendour of 
his carriages and horfes rivalled by few coun- 
trygentlemen, His table was that of hofpi- 
tality, where, it may be faid, he facrificed 
too much to conviviality ; but, if he had his 
foibles, he had his merits alfd, that far out- 
weighed them. 

Saturday, Mr. Holland, oilman, St. Paul’s 
Church-yard. 

7. Laft week, Mr. John Fleetwood, At- 
torney, of Winchefter, and one of his Mae 
jefty’s Coroners for the county of Hants, 

Tuefday lait, at Lancafter, in the 78th 
year of his age, Mr. Poftlethwaite, formerly 
of Serjeant’s-inn, Chancery-lane,, ‘The cir- 
cumftances attending his death were rather 
fingular. From his fituation under the late 
Mr. Juftice Afton, he was of courfe well 
known to moft of the principal officers of the 
Jaw; hetherefore waited upon Judge Wilfon, 
who was then holding the affizes, with whom 
he converfed very chearfully for near an hour. 
He then went to hear the Affize fermon ; 
from whence, with more than ufual hafte, he 
departed for the caftle to hear the Judge’s 
charge, and took his feat at the table before 
his Lordfhip arrived, at the inftant of whofe 
entrance he fell backward and expi- 
red, 

Wednefday, at Briftol, William Wool- 
lery, Elg. an eminent Weft-Indian planter, 

The 3d inft. at her houfe near Reading, 
Mrs, Noyes, wife of T, B. Noyes, Efq. 

On Wednefday, Mrs. Boodle, wife of Mr. 
Boodle, fen. of Chipping Ongar, Effex. 

On Saturday night, at his houfe in Alderf- 
gate-ftreet, Mr. George Aldrige, timber- 
merchant. 

Sunday evening, Mr John Watfon, mafter 
of the Angel Inn, back of St. Clement’s, 
Mr. Watfon very lately had an eftate left him 
of upwards of three hundred pounds a year 

9: On Thurfday laft, at Edinburgh, the Rt. 
Hon. John Lord M*Leod, Major General in 
the Britith fervice, and Colonel of the 711k 
regiment of foot; alfo Count Cromertic, 
and a Commandant of the Order of the 
Sword, in the kingdom of Sweden 

Lately, at Calcutta, the Hon. Lockhart 
Gordon, youngeft fon to the late Earl of A- 
boyne, Judge Advocate General of Bengal, 
and Junior Counfe] to the Hon. Eait India 
Company, 
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On Friday, the 17th ult. Mr.’ Nicholas 
Harris, Matter of the Guy’s-head, St. ‘Tho- 
mas’s, Southwark, many years cellarman to 
Jonathan Tyers, Efq. at Vauxhall. 

Laft week, William Latton, Efq. fors 
merly Ambaflador from King George II. 
to the Emperor of Morocco, and father of 
Henry Latton, A, M. Vicar of Woodhorn and 
Felton in Northumberland, 

A few days fince fuddenly, on the burfting 
of a blood veffel while at dinner, Mr, James 
Rollafon, prmter of the BirminghamGazette. 

11. On Sunday afternoon, at his houfe 
in Downing-ftreet, Weft. the Right Hon, 
William Holles, Lord Vifcount Vane, 
in the 76th year of his age, by whofe 
death the title becomes extiné. 

A few days fince, at Lewes, after a 
lingering illnefs, which fhe bore with ex. 
emplary refignation, Mrs. Elizabeth Shel- 
ley, of that place, daughter of the late 
Hervey Shelley, Efq. ofthat place. 

Friday morning, Mrs. Jordaine, reli 
ofthe late Andrew Jordaine, Efq. mer- 
chant, of Alderfgate-itreet, 

On the ad of March, at Halifax, in 
Nova Scotia, Dr. George Frederick Boyd, 
furgeon of his Majefty’s late 84th regiment 
of foot. ' 

Wednefday, aged 62, the Rev. William 
Garrood, Reétor of Belftead and Stoke- 
afh, Suffolk. ; 

Sameday, J, Harvey Jenyns, Efq. ‘one 


of the princi pal Burgeffes of the Corporae 
tion of Eye, in Suffolk. 
Laft week, Jervis Gibfon, Efq. fenior 


Alderman of Lincoln, aged 84, His death 
was occafioned by taking poifon through a 
miftake, Having been in the medical line, he 
ufed to mix his own medicines: and intending 
to take fome falts, he ordered his fervant to 
bring him a paper out of a drawer, part of the 
contents of which he mixed in warm water, 
and, after drinking it off, on finding a fedi- 
ment, he was alarmed, and, on examining the 
paper, found he had taken corrofive fubli- 
mate. The proper means were tried without 
effet, and he died in half an hour, The 
Coroner’s Inquelt, on viewing the body, 
brought in their verdict, Accidental Death. 

16. Laft week, at Bath, John Bailey, 
Efq. an officer in the Eaft-India fervice. 

On Wednefday, Mr. Robert Oldaker, 
at hisapartments at Mile-end, one of the 
Aleconners of this city. 

A few days fince, in an advanced age, 
in a miferable garret, Capt. Barber, of one 
of his Majefty’s regiments of foot. He 
had been for many years on half-pay, and 
lived in a very clofe and retired manner. He 
was remarkable for being always followed by 
a Newfoundland dog, to which he was particu~ 
larly attached. He has left a legacy of 
4oool. to the Foundling Hofpital, to the in- 
creafe of whofe youthful inhabitants he is 
fuppofed to have been a great contributor. 
He had a fifter, to whom he has bequeathed 
only sol, a year, 
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Saturday, William Leman, Efg. of Bec- 
cles, in Suffolk. 

On the 27th ult. in the South of France, 
Atherton Gwyllin Atherton, Efq. of Ather- 
ton, in Lancafter ; his large fortune devolves 
to his fifter, a minor. 

Laft week, at Lincoln, John Key, Efg. of 
Leadenham, in that country. He ferved the 
office of High Sheriff, in the year 1773. 

18. On Thurfday evening, at his houfe 
in Bedtord-fquare, of the gout in his 
ftomach, John Boldero, Efgq. banker in 
Cornhill. 

A few days fince at Newbold, near 
Chefterfield, Jane Goodwin, aged 101. 

Alfo, in Winterworth parifh, Mrs. Ann 
Abhe, at the great age of 104. She could 
read the newipaper without fpeétacles till 
within two months of her death. Had 
fhe lived three months longer, ihe would 
have been 105. 

Lately, Petrus Camper, Efq. deputy from 
the Province of Friefland to the Council of 
State of Holland, a celebrated Profeffor of 
Phyfic and Anatomy, and Member of the 
Royal Society of Arts and Sciences of 
London, Edinburgh, Paris, Berlin, &c. 

On the 8th inft. at Richmond in York- 
fhire, Capt. Stair Douglas, of the Royal 
Navy, fon to the late Sir John Douglas, 
of Kelhead, Bart. 

Thurfday, aged 72, Jacob Shann, Efq. 
Clerk of the North road General-Poft- 
office, and Father of the office. 

21. A few days ago, in Ireland, the 
Rev. Dennis Qualy, Titular Dean and 
Vicar General of the diocefe of Kil- 
fenora. 

At Oxford, of a dropfical diforder, af- 
ter a lingering illnefs, aged 75, univer- 
fally lamented, Sir Charles Nourfe, Knt. 
fenior furgeon in that city. He received 
the honour of knighthood on his Majetty’s 
vifit to that Univerfity about two ycars 
fince. 

Thurfday, af Homerton, Hackney, at 
avery advanced age, Stacy, Efq. 
In conformity with the dying requeft of 
the deceafed, his body was opened for 
the purpofe of afcertaining the caufe of a 
complaint under which he had laboured 
many years, and in the bladder was found 
a ftone, in form refembling a pear, weigh- 
ing three ounces. 

Friday, Samucl Southoufe, of Manu- 
den, in Effex, Efq. 

Sunday, at her fon’s houfe in Crown- 
ftreet, Moorfields, Mrs. Martha, Clinker, 
reliét of the late Mr. Clinker, fugar-re- 
finer, of Goodman’s-fields. 

2g. On Monday night, Mrs. Brown, 
wife of Mr. Anthony Brown, of Lower 
Thames-ftreet. 

On Wednefday morning, the youngeft 
daughter of Lord Vernon, at his houfe in 
Park-place. 





Erratum in our laf. 
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Banxrurts.—JohnRathbone, of Nun- 
eaton, Warwickhhire, worfted - weaver. 
John Ofier and John Bayly, of Briftol, 
maltfters, brewers, and “wpartners. John 
Willcock, of Thornhill, Yorkfhire, gio- 
cer. Richard Stephenfon and John Verty, 
of Newcaftle upon Tyne, linen-drapers 
and copartners. John Robins, of Exeter, 
haberdafher of fmall wares. George 
Fawell, late of Aldermanbury Poftern, 
London, marufaéturer. John Gregory, 
of New Windfor, Berks, innholder. 
Ifaac Lightfoot, of Wigton, Cumberland, 
money fcrivener. John Tamplin, of 
Crawley, Suffex, fhopkeeper. William 
Blackburn, of Alderfgate-itreet, watch- 
{pring maker. ccm Knight, of Nether 
Knutsford, Chefhire, dealer in malt and 
hops. John Conner, of Barnet, Hertford- 
fhire, innkeeper. John Ranfome, of 
North Walfham, Norfolk, ironmonger. 
Paul Pickerfgill, of Highbridge, in the 
parifh of Burnham, Somerfethire, money 
fcrivener. John Smith, of St. Martin’s- 
lane, Middiefex, glafs-feller, William 
Holland, late of Aldermanbury, but now 
of the Old Bailey, hardwareman. John 
Smith, of Twickenham, Middlefex, linen- 
draper. William Suffolk, of Princes- 
treet, Leicefter-fields, Middlefex, auc- 
tioneer. John Ruffell, of Great Wigfton, 
Leiceiterfhire, dealer and chapman. 
Jeremiah Leary, of Piccadilly, falefman. 
Mark Pye and Thomas Haw, of Stock- 
ton, Durham, fthip-builders. Robert 
Portes, late of Lawrenee-Poultney-lane, 
paper-factor. Jolin Reynolds, late of the 
parith of St. Mary, Lambeth, dealer and 
chapman, Thomas Farrington, of Wool- 
wich, Kent, fhopkeeper. Harry Thrupp, 
of Greville-ftreet, Middlefex, merchant. 
Thomas Clark, of Princes-ftreet, Hano- 
ver-{quare, Middlefex, ironmonger. John 
Moor, of Monkwearmouth-fhore, Dur- 
ham, mercer and draper. Thomas Hall, 
of Iflington, merchant. John Brownbill, 
of Marybone-ftreet, in the parifh of St. 
James, Weftminfter, linen-draper. Wil- 
liam Swain, of Hanover-fireet, Long-acre, 
Middlefex, plater and coach-founder. 
Thomas Draper, of Entwille, Lancathire, 
whitfler. James Darch, of Dulverton, 
Somerfethhire. grocer and haberdather. 
George Finlay, of Berwick upon Tweed, 
mafter mariner. William Brigham, of 
Kingfton upon Hull, liquor-merchant. 
Thomas Mumtord, late of Back-lane, 
St. George, Middlefex, dealer. James 
Blair, of Liverpool, brewer. Thomas 
Grace, of Devonfhire-{quare, warehoufe- 
man. Charles Briggs, of Sherborne, Dor- 
fetfhire, miller. Stephen Cambridge, of 
Thevetcombe, Gloucefter, clothier. Pe- 
ter Ramondet, of Bury-ftreet, Wefl minf- 
ter, miller. Edward Meredith, of Chif- 
well-ftreet, linen-draper, 


P. 161, 1. 5 from the bottom, for VIII. read X11. 
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METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 
in Lonpon, for April 1789. 
Height of the Barometer and Thermo- 
meter with Fahrenheit’s Scale. 
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The following is a comprehenfive ftate- 
ment of the numbers benetited by the City 
Hofpitals in the courfe of laft year from the 
accounts annually made up at this feafon, 

Chrift’s Hofpital.—Children apprenticed 
182; now under the care of the Hofpital, 
1030; to be admitted on prefentations now 
gtanted, 160. Total 1372. Only 12 have died. 

St. Bartholomew’s.—Cured, in patients 
45593 out patients 6543; buried g71; re- 
maining under cure, in 453, out 193.— 
Total 12,111. 

St. Thomas’s.—In patients cured 2812 ; 
out patients 5194; buried 242; remaining 
in 429; out 218,—Total 8895. 

Bridewell,—Received and relieved 931 ; 
maintained and educated 36, Total 747, 

Bethlehem.—Cured 226; buried 10; re- 
main under cure, 256, Total goa. Ad- 
mitted lah year 208. 
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